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SMART POP EXPLAINS HARRY POTTER BOOKS AND MOVIES

SMART ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS THAT POP UP

There’s not a witch or wizard alive who doesn’t know the name Harry Potter. In fact, there’s hardly a Muggle alive who doesn’t know his name. Since the first book, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, was published in September 1998, over 500 million copies of all the books in the series have been sold, and the Harry Potter movies have made $7.73 billion altogether at the box office.

That’s a lot of Galleons!

But do you really know who Harry Potter is? Or Hermione? Or Dobby? Or even what Dobby is? And do you really know why you should know? Because even if you know you should know, there’s so much to know. You know? Like the memories in a Pensieve, the sheer amount of detail in the “Potterverse” can be more than astounding and entertaining. It can also be as daunting as the Triwizard Tournament Challenges.

You see, there are people who have only seen the movies and not read the books . . . or read the books and not seen the movies. And then there are those who are so devoted and, probably, have so much free time, who have seen all 18 hours of the movies, read all 4,224 pages of the books, and bought all the T-shirts. And then there’s you, and a lot of people like you, who are just coming on board the Hogwarts Express and don’t know what you don’t know.

Smart Pop Explains Harry Potter Books and Movies: Smart Answers to Questions That Pop Up is here to help! Because unlike any other encyclopedia, trivia book, or know-it-all Potterhead, this book will explain it all to you in a way that nothing or anybody’s ever done before. Like a friend sitting next to you in the movie theater (or on your couch), it’ll not only fill you in on who’s who and what’s what, it’ll add lots of serious, fun, and seriously fun insights and asides to make it all go down sweeter and smoother than a glass of butterbeer. So not only will you learn the basics and discover a few forgotten things, you’ll be able to watch the movies and read the books with a totally new perspective.

So sit tight and hold on for a wild ride on the Knight Bus as we explain all about Harry Potter.

And if that didn’t make sense to you . . . you definitely need this book.

Alohomora!
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[image: ]Who Is Harry Potter?

Harry Potter, the son of James and Lily Potter, started life as an ordinary wizarding baby (if wizarding babies can be considered ordinary). James and Lily were members of the Order of the Phoenix, a group of wizards who opposed the evil Dark Lord, Voldemort. Most wizards and witches don’t like saying his name out loud so he’s sometimes referred to as “He Who Must Not Be Named.” As Dark Lords are wont to do, when Harry was a little over a year old, He Who Must Not Be Named came to the Potters’ home and attacked the family. Lily sacrificed herself, activating her special protection for Harry. When the Dark Lord attempted to use a Killing Curse on Harry, it rebounded, destroying the Dark Lord’s body and leaving a lightning-bolt-shaped scar on Harry’s forehead. We keep calling him the Dark Lord because we don’t like saying his name either.

Harry was raised by his Muggle (wizard speak for “normal boring human”) aunt and uncle, Petunia and Vernon Dursley—if you can call how they treated him that. It was more like they barely tolerated him—he was little more than a servant for them and his spoiled cousin Dudley. The Dursleys were not what you could call model citizens. However, things changed on Harry’s eleventh birthday. He discovered he was a wizard and was enrolled at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry (where he would learn . . . you guessed it!).

Though he grew up outside the magical community, when Harry enrolled at Hogwarts, thanks to his scar, people already knew who he was—the legendary “Boy Who Lived” (because “the Boy Who Has a Lightning-Shaped Scar on His Forehead” takes too long to say).

He later was also known as “the Chosen One,” and he liked that name about as much as the Boy Who Lived—which was not at all.

[image: ]Who was He Who Must Not Be Named and how do we talk about him?

Very carefully! Lord Voldemort (SHHHH! You’re not supposed to say the name—he may be listening!) is the dark wizard who terrorized the wizarding world twice. Decades before Harry was born, Hogwarts student Tom Marvolo Riddle was obsessed with becoming immortal.

Riddle’s father, Tom Sr., was a rich Muggle whom Tom’s mother fell in love with and won his affection by using magic. At least temporarily. Tom Sr. left his family after his wife, Merope, stopped using magic on him. Merope died soon after Tom Jr. was born, leaving him to be raised, unaware of his wizardy powers, in a Muggle orphanage.

Dumbledore brought him to Hogwarts, where he discovered he was descended from one of the school’s founders, Salazar Slytherin. A gifted student, Tom soon found he could perform unusual feats, as many young witches and wizards do. But unlike many young witches and wizards, Riddle discovered possible methods of immortality, and soon set into motion his plans to defeat death.

Creating a new identity for himself, Tom became the Dark Lord. He wasn’t fond of the fact that he himself was only a half-blood wizard. To renounce his father’s Muggle heritage, he chose a new name—an anagram formed from his real name, “Tom Marvolo Riddle”: “I AM LORD VOLDEMORT.”

Like a verse from a certain Alanis Morissette song, it’s ironic that Voldemort’s plans to achieve immortality racked up a deadly cost. Voldemort’s power grew, and eventually a war raged between his followers and those who wished to protect a peaceful and tolerant way of life, in particular, acceptance of Muggle-born wizards and witches.

Voldemort was totally obsessed with not dying. Like, even more obsessed than your best friend is about making TikTok videos. He Who Must Not Be Named wanted to be He Who Will Never Die, No Matter What. This sort of obsession can cost you a social life. Luckily, Voldemort had some followers (more than your friend does on TikTok) who were almost as obsessed with not dying as he was.

[image: ]Who are the Dursleys?

Imagine the meanest, most obnoxious people you can imagine. Now double it (triple it, in the case of Vernon), and you have the Dursleys. The Dursley family were the “worst sort of Muggles imaginable,” according to Professor Minerva McGonagall. She would know. Prior to Professor Albus Dumbledore leaving the infant Harry Potter in their care, McGonagall, in the form of a cat, watched them all day.

Why was Harry left with them? Petunia was Harry’s aunt on his mother’s side. Vernon and Petunia Dursley disliked anything out of the ordinary and were well aware that Harry’s parents, James and Lily, were magic. Petunia, in particular, despised even knowing about the wizarding world (for reasons). She and Vernon concocted lies and kept the truth from Harry when they were forced to take him in. They treated their nephew as poorly as a house-elf, not that they knew what one was. For years, Harry’s room was a cupboard under the stairs, and he was treated like a servant.

In contrast, they spoiled their own son, Dudley, tremendously. He was allowed to eat anything he wanted, and at each birthday he received more and more presents than the previous year. The predictable outcome of this treatment? Dudley grew up to be a bully.
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After Harry was revealed to be a wizard, it only increased the Dursleys’ dislike of him. However, Petunia had made a promise to Albus Dumbledore after her sister died. They allowed Harry to live there until his seventeeth birthday.

Though he did get an actual room after his first term at Hogwarts. You can’t really keep someone who can cast spells on you in a cupboard under the stairs forever.

[image: ]Who is Rubeus Hagrid?

Astoundingly, Rubeus Hagrid, the Keeper of Keys and Grounds at Hogwarts, actually never graduated from the school. For someone who seemed to Harry and his friends to be everything Hogwarts symbolized, Hagrid never even got the Wizarding World equivalent of a GED.

Born to a human father and giant mother, Hagrid grew quickly, though he never achieved the stature of his half brother, Grawp . . . which is to say, BIG. Giants were not known as much for their magical casting abilities as much as their ability to resist spells cast at them, but Hagrid entered Hogwarts and, despite his expulsion, never left. He was fiercely loyal to Dumbledore, and to his friends like Harry.

As valiant and true as Hagrid was, he had one weakness—his affection for any and all creatures of the magical world. He loved them all, possibly more than people. Even the most disagreeable or dangerous animals were like fluffy kittens to him. His passion and knowledge of the animals was second to none, except perhaps Newt Scamander himself, and it sometimes (okay, a lot of times) got Hagrid in trouble. From hatching a dragon egg in secret to attempting to teach the third-years about hippogriff etiquette (come on, that one’s on Draco, though), Hagrid’s obsession did cause him problems.

[image: ]Who was Albus Percival Wulfric Brian Dumbledore?

Why, the headmaster of Hogwarts, Supreme Mugwump of the International Confederation of Wizards, and Chief Warlock of the Wizengamot, of course!

Dumbledore rose from his tragic family life to become who many considered the greatest wizard of modern times. And since he was 115 at the time of his death (spoiler alert!), that modern time covers a lot of ground. He mentored Harry Potter at Hogwarts and through him ultimately defeated Voldemort, though the Dark Lord’s downfall came after his death.

Known during his time as a student at Hogwarts as perhaps the brightest student ever to attend the school, Dumbledore took the position as the Defense Against the Dark Arts teacher before eventually becoming headmaster. He was always courteous, even in life-threatening situations, and usually calm and humorous. He was somewhat eccentric (Ron went so far as to say a bit “mad”), but there’s no doubt Dumbledore had the best interests of the wizarding world at heart.

True, after the events that crippled his sister’s magic, he blamed Muggles and even supported a world where wizards ruled over ordinary humans. We’ve all been there. However, a repentant Dumbledore saw how power could corrupt and worked the rest of his life to defeat evil—first his ex-friend Gellert Grindelwald and then Voldemort.

His trust was a valued thing, and as Harry and those in the Order of the Phoenix learned, it was something to take seriously. While Dumbledore was not above making mistakes, and indeed considered himself foolish at times, he ultimately helped safeguard the wizarding world from the greatest threats of the twentieth century.

And he didn’t need any Every Flavor Beans to do it.

[image: ]Who is Ron Weasley?

None other than the Boy Who Lived’s best friend. Of course, no wizards ever gave Ron a name like Best Friend to the Boy Who Lived, but Ron might not have minded. Ron met Harry the first day they both attended Hogwarts, when Harry was struggling to get to Platform 9¾. After sharing a compartment on the train, exchanging some candy, and trading some chocolate frog cards, the two became best friends for life.

Ron was often embarrassed by his family’s lack of money, but he loved his large family and friends deeply. He was extremely loyal, and while Hermione’s book smarts and Harry’s cleverness often stole the spotlight, Ron himself had strong magical talents and a quick wit.
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Ron loved Quidditch far more than he loved classes, and combined with his knack for following Harry and Hermione into often dangerous situations, it’s a small miracle he graduated at all. Ron was like a brother to Harry, and while they had an occasional fight, the two always came back together.

[image: ]Who is Hermione Granger?

If Ron was like a brother to Harry, then the sometimes overbearing older sister role went to Hermione. Harry’s other closest friend was the cleverest witch of her age . . . possibly any age. Academically, Hermione excelled and was brilliant at any subject she turned her mind to. When she first met Harry and Ron, they were somewhat put off by her bookishness. Perhaps, as a Muggle-born witch, it’s understandable that she would read voraciously about the new world she was becoming a part of.

Ron branded her an “insufferable know-it-all,” and her overeager enthusiasm for answering teachers’ questions sometimes cost Gryffindor points when she was in Snape’s classes. Still, Hermione was loyal and fearless and dedicated to what she felt was right. She was a staunch advocate for humane (or should that be elven?) treatment of house-elves, and didn’t shy away from a fight, whether it was with Draco Malfoy or Voldemort himself.

While Hermione mastered almost every subject at Hogwarts (though she stalked out of Divination, calling it a “rather woolly discipline,” which, to non-Brits, means confused or unclear), her favorite subject was arithmancy. Hermione was such a gifted student that she was able to double her course load during her third year with the help of a time-turner.

Okay, that is a tad bit insufferable.

[image: ]Who is Professor McGonagall?

Professor Minerva McGonagall was the Transfigurations professor and Deputy Headmistress of Hogwarts. A well-respected, no-nonsense teacher, she felt at home becoming a stately cat (her Animagus form), at school teaching, or having tea in a palatial British great house of the 1920s. She was devoted to Hogwarts, Albus Dumbledore, Gryffindor House, and to her students, in particular, Harry and Hermione.

McGonagall was a powerful witch and more than capable of holding her own in a duel, as evidenced by the fact she took on Severus Snape just prior to the Battle of Hogwarts, and bested Alecto Carrow shortly afterward. The only known time she was beaten was when four Aurors hit her in a cowardly attack with four stunning spells as she tried to prevent them from evicting Hagrid.

She took incredible pride in her work and allegiance to the school. She was visibly and justifiably upset when Dolores Umbridge accused her of being disloyal; however, McGonagall never backed down from Umbridge (even though, in the film, the shorter Umbridge kept trying to climb the steps to appear taller than the Tartan Titan of Transfiguration). Yes, Minerva McGonagall would not break a rule.

She might bend a few, though, when it came to Quidditch. As the head of Gryffindor House, McGonagall took the 
Quidditch matches extremely seriously. Over the years, she chastised Lee Jordan for his, shall we say, colorful interpretations of events on the field, but she never booted him from his spot as game announcer. And when first-year Harry took off on a broom against the explicit instructions of Madam Hooch, Professor McGonagall not only didn’t punish him, she made him the Seeker of the Gryffindor team.

McGonagall was a fierce opponent, strict teacher, and graceful dancer. She also had a wry sense of humor and wasn’t above flinging some caustic wit at those she sparred with verbally. And during one of the school’s darkest hours, the Battle of Hogwarts, she showed a gleeful side when she finally got to use the spell to activate the school’s stone guardians to fight against Voldemort’s followers.

Just don’t be late for her class.

[image: ]Who is Draco Malfoy?

Draco was Harry’s chief rival, nemesis, and all-around pain in the wizarding rear while they were both at Hogwarts. Harry first encountered Draco when they both shopped for robes before his first year. Draco’s entitled attitude reminded Harry of a certain cousin who had to get more birthday presents each year than he did the last. While on the Hogwarts Express, Draco realized Harry was the infamous Boy Who Lived, and tried to be friends. This came five seconds after insulting Ron, his family, and non-pure-blood wizarding families in general, so Harry declined to become friends with Draco.

Rich and not afraid to flaunt it, Draco Malfoy was more than happy to let his father purchase Nimbus 2001 broomsticks for the entire Slytherin Quidditch team. Suddenly, Draco was now the Seeker, just as his rival Harry was on the Gryffindor team. Their rivalry went deeper and longer than a few Quidditch matches, however. It started before they even got to Hogwarts and continued until they left.

Draco bullied and taunted his way through his school career. He didn’t just bully Gryffindors, Ravenclaws, and assorted Hufflepuffs, but his own friends (and we use that term extremely loosely) relentlessly. Arrogant, entitled, and let’s face it, a total chicken, Draco was exactly the sort of personality that was perfect for Dolores Umbridge’s Inquisitorial (read: Tattletale) Squad.

It was the reemergence of Voldemort and the imprisonment of Draco’s father, Lucius, that ironically made life truly difficult for Draco for the first time. While his family claimed that Voldemort’s rebirth was all they wanted in life, the reality was quite different. Voldemort treated them no differently than any of his other followers, and he forced Draco to take on a mission in his sixth year—to kill Dumbledore.

While Draco couldn’t make himself do that, he did disarm Dumbledore, and in doing so, set the stage for Voldemort’s final defeat. While Voldemort attempted to master the Elder Wand, he never suspected or knew (nor did Draco) that by simply disarming Dumbledore, Draco had earned the Elder Wand’s allegiance . . . until Harry disarmed him.

[image: ]

It was in the Room of Requirement, during the Battle of Hogwarts, that their feud seemed to end. Harry’s flying skills were put to the test when he saved Draco from the Fiendfyre ravaging the room. It’s not quite the same as catching a Golden Snitch, but in the end, Harry caught the biggest snitch he ever had that day.

[image: ]Who was always forgetting his Remembrall?

Oh, Neville.

Neville Longbottom seemed to be the class sad sack. He was overweight, a grandmother’s boy, and once was abysmally foolish enough to leave the Gryffindor dorm’s passwords for the week written down on a piece of paper and left it lying around. While some may have wondered why Neville was a Gryffindor, he proved his courage his first year at Hogwarts and never stopped proving it.

Neville’s parents were victims of Death Eaters during Voldemort’s first rise to power. Tortured into insanity by the use of the Cruciatus Curse, Neville grew up only knowing his parents during visits to St. Mungo’s Hospital for Magical Maladies and Injuries. Sadly, they never even recognized him. His grandmother raised Neville and was protective of him to a fault. She gave him things like a Remembrall, a magical device to help remind you of things you’d forgotten, though Neville managed to lose it well before his fifth year at Hogwarts. His grandmother also despaired that Neville might be a Squib, and constantly measured Neville against his father, who’d been in the original Order of the Phoenix.

However, despite his upbringing, Neville found his backbone. He stood up to Harry, Hermione, and Ron when they tried to leave the dorms to look for the Sorcerer’s Stone. The kindhearted and meek Neville steeled himself to fight Ron and Harry, until Hermione hit him with a full Body-Bind Curse. Dumbledore gave Neville ten points for having the courage to oppose his friends, which ended up winning Gryffindor the House Cup in Neville’s first year.

Neville’s bravery continued to shine throughout his school career. He was unafraid to practice dancing or ask Ginny to go to the Yule Ball. Neville joined Dumbledore’s Army and it took time for him to find his groove with the advanced spells he learned there. After the news of the mass escape of prisoners from Azkaban, including Bellatrix Lestrange, one of his parents’ torturers, Neville started learning defensive and offensive spells at an incredible rate. He joined Harry and others to fight the Death Eaters when they invaded the Hall of Prophecy in the Ministry of Magic and fought Death Eaters again after Dumbledore’s death on the Astronomy Tower. Neville was instrumental in the final Battle of Hogwarts when he stood up to Voldemort after Harry appeared to be dead, and then killed Nagini, the last of Voldemort’s Horcruxes.

And he didn’t even need the Remembrall.

[image: ]Who is Looney Luna Lovegood?

Luna Lovegood, daughter of The Quibbler editor, Xenophilius Lovegood, shared her father’s passion for the strange, the whimsical, and the really-that’s-just-not-a-thingness of the wizarding world. Xenophilius was devoted to his daughter after the loss of his wife, who died while experimenting with spells.

Though she knew Ginny Weasley, Luna didn’t meet Harry, Ron, or Hermione until their fifth year at Hogwarts, but they quickly became close friends. Luna wasn’t shy about making her odd habits and beliefs known. From wearing dirigible plum earrings or wearing Spectrespecs (to make the Wrackspurts visible, of course), to giving people advice about keeping away Nargles or The Quibbler’s exposé on the Rotfang Conspiracy within the Ministry of Magic (gum disease was a big part of the plot), Luna was nothing if not unique.

Luna also possessed a keen intellect. She answered the riddle of the Ravenclaw common room correctly and she was the one who told Harry where to find the Grey Lady. She explained her and Harry’s abilities to see Thestrals (as they’d both experienced a death of a loved one), and the Spectrespecs appeared to be what helped her find Harry when he was covered by his invisibility cloak and paralyzed by Draco on the Hogwarts Express.

There’s no doubting Luna’s kind heart, creativity, and uncomfortable-at-times honesty. There’s just no reason to believe her if she’s talking about Snorkacks.

But if she’s discussing Loser’s Lurgy . . . there may actually be something to that. Ask Zacharias Smith.

[image: ]Who was Severus Snape?

Potions Master, bullied student, bullying teacher, spy, and all-around not-so-nice person, Severus Snape was (along with Draco Malfoy) the bane of Harry’s existence during his time at Hogwarts. Harry dreaded Snape’s classes, as Snape did. Not. Like. Him. From the first class, Snape belittled him, took points from him, and generally made his life miserable.

[image: ]

Why?

Because of Harry’s parents. Snape had been friends with Lily Potter when she was a young girl and throughout their first years at Hogwarts. Snape was deeply in love with Lily . . . but he was also in love with the Dark Arts. As he began to cross over to the dark side of magic and hang out with those who would eventually become Voldemort’s supporters, Lily had to kick him to the curb.

At first Lily wasn’t fond of James Potter, who was a bit of a bully. One of his favorite targets? Severus Snape. As James matured and stopped bullying, and as Snape got more involved with a bad crowd, Lily and James fell in love. Snape never forgave James Potter for all the bullying or for marrying Lily.

Still, Snape wasn’t pure evil, like Voldemort. He did awful things, to be sure, but he loved Lily and tried to save her from being killed by the Dark Lord. He couldn’t, but he did promise to watch over and protect her son, Harry. He wasn’t happy about it, as Harry resembled James physically and, in Snape’s mind, in arrogance. He made Harry’s school life as miserable as he could . . . but he never stopped protecting him.

[image: ]What’s a Muggle?

Look in the mirror (and not a Mirror of Erised—more on that later). You’re a Muggle. A Muggle is the term for a non-magical person, or an ordinary human being. While primarily a British term, other countries also use the word. In the United States, a non-magical person is often referred to as a “No-maj.” For the most part, Muggles are unaware of the existence of the wizarding world, and that’s how the magical community prefers it.

Which sucks for us, of course. We want to visit Hogwarts, Diagon Alley, and all these other cool places.

Not really Azkaban prison so much, though.

[image: ]Where is the Wizarding World?

While technically the Wizarding World shares the same basic real estate as the non-magical world (namely the planet Earth!), there are parts of it that are less accessible to Muggles. Charms, spells, and even misdirection prevent Muggles from accessing places like the Ministry of Magic or Diagon Alley. After all, even if a Muggle could flush themself down a toilet to get to the Ministry, would they think to try?

Platform 9¾ is the only way for students to board the Hogwarts Express train to school. It is part of the King’s Cross station in London, in between the regular train platforms there. (Hence the “¾” designation. No station agent who wants to keep their job is going to tell you to run into that brick wall between Platform 9 and Platform 10—imagine the lawsuits!) Therefore, most Muggles are unaware of its existence and are thus unlikely to catch the wrong train. Other places, like Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, or Azkaban prison, are more remote and also protected by spells that help avoid detection by Muggles. Of course, with the advent of smartphones and advances in radar and targeting technology, one has to wonder if there might not be a “Detect Magic” app somewhere in the works.

While witches and wizards live everywhere, some villages have a higher concentration of the magical population than others. Godric’s Hollow was the home of the Potter family, Bathilda Bagshot, and the final resting place of the Peverells. Hogsmeade, near Hogwarts School, is a village with numerous magical stores and sights, such as Honeydukes, Zonko’s Joke Shop, and the Shrieking Shack.

While there are a few Muggles aware of the existence of witches and wizards, and of the Wizarding World as a whole, most don’t talk about it. They may be related to a witch or wizard and know the fear and prejudice that ordinary Muggles may have against a relative. Or they themselves may be prejudiced against wizards and want to keep the existence of a “freak” in their family quiet. Of course, the wizard community has its own prejudices . . .

[image: ]Who runs the Wizarding World?

Like the Muggle world, no one government handles it all. Each country has their own system of bureaucratic administration that oversees the day-to-day business of wizarding. In England, it’s the Ministry of Magic, with numerous departments for every type of governmental regulation.

In the United States, the Magical Congress of the United States of America (MACUSA) governed the witches and wizards of the country. The relations (or rather, the NON-relations) between wizardkind and No-majes in America was more enforced than in England. No doubt all those witch trials in Salem back in the day soured the American wizards and witches a little on normal humans.

Both groups belonged to the International Confederation of Wizards, which is sort of like the wizarding United Nations. Extradition treaties, statutes on secrecy, and probably a lot of wizarding summits fall under the purview of the ICW.

[image: ]What do the terms “pure-blood” and “half-blood” mean?

Don’t worry, it’s not a vampire thing. It’s more like when we in the Muggle world talk about lineage, like “royal blood.” When people in the Wizarding World speak of “pure-bloods,” they are referring to a wizard or family of wizards with no Muggles in their ancestry. Some wizarding families were strict about not letting members of their families intermarry with Muggles, and only marrying other pure-bloods.

However, most wizard families (if not all, though some may not admit to it) are actually half-bloods. As Hagrid tells Harry and his friends, “Why, there isn’t a wizard alive today that’s not half-blood or less.”

Of course, one of the running ironies of the entire series is that the Weasleys are a pure-blood family (at least until Harry and Hermione married into the family). The more fanatic pure-bloods call people like the Weasleys, who like Muggles and don’t care about lineage, “blood traitors,” which is not nice. But not as not nice as “mudblood.”

[image: ]What is a “mudblood”?

These blood terms really do crop up a lot. “Mudblood” is a really foul name for someone who’s Muggle-born. It basically means “dirty blood.” After Draco Malfoy called her that, Hermione remarked that it wasn’t a term one usually hears in civilized conversation. The irony here, of course, is that Draco and his family believed they were oh-so-civilized.

[image: ]What’s a “Squib”?

Imagine being born to the world’s greatest tennis players and you couldn’t hit a serve to save your life. Or Beyoncé was your mom and you were tone-deaf and had a voice like a yowling cat. That’s about the same thing as a Squib. A Squib is a person of magical descent that cannot perform magic. While they know of (and, in most cases, live in) the Wizarding World and may be able to see things Muggles can’t (such as Dementors), they cannot perform any type of magic, even with wands or other items.

How terrible would that be?

Being a Squib is harsh on those born to wizarding families. Argus Filch, the caretaker at Hogwarts, was a Squib, and whether his bitterness came from his lack of magic or simply the hundreds of students he attempted to keep in line year after year is unknown. Whatever the source of his sour personality, he enrolled in Kwikspell correspondence courses in an attempt to perform magic. This didn’t work, as Kwikspells seem about as authentic as those emails telling you a Nigerian prince wants to give you his fortune.

Arabella Figg, another Squib, lived as an ordinary Muggle near Harry Potter. She was kindly to him and kept an eye on him per Dumbledore’s orders.

For Squibs, like anyone else, many times your enjoyment of life is all about your attitude. And how many cats you have, like Mrs. Figg.

[image: ]If the Dursleys disliked Harry so much, why did they let him live with them?

This may be the toughest question of all! Though Petunia no doubt cared for her sister, Lily, to some degree and was probably shocked to hear of her death, she wasn’t fond of Lily. Given Vernon’s outright dislike of his wife’s relatives, it’s not hard to imagine he wanted to send Harry straight to the orphanage . . . especially if he’d known how many owls he’d later encounter.

[image: ]

However, Dumbledore explained to Petunia that while Harry had a home with the Dursleys, the magic of his mother’s sacrifice would offer him complete protection until he was seventeen. When someone leaves you a note like that, that basically says keep the orphaned infant or the world’s darkest wizard is going to kill him one day—you can’t really say no. Even if you’re the worst sort of Muggle imaginable.

[image: ]What is a Death Eater?

It’s definitely not some kind of foodie Instagram! Death Eaters were Voldemort’s loyal followers. Composed mainly of pure-blood witches and wizards, the Death Eaters were violent and murderous in their efforts to purge their world of Muggle-born witches and wizards, and to kill and torture those who opposed Voldemort’s power.

After the first wizarding war, many Death Eaters claimed to have been compelled to support Voldemort through magic. Suuuuuure they were. Some repented of their ways, and many were imprisoned. However, upon Voldemort’s return, most returned to his service.



PROMINENT DEATH EATERS

Lucius Malfoy—A trusted servant of Voldemort in the first war, less so in the second.

Draco Malfoy—Lucius’s son, Harry’s main rival at school, and a real git (British for an unpleasant person).

Regulus Black—Sirius Black’s brother, who eventually saw the light and tried to leave Voldemort’s group.

Bellatrix Lestrange—She REALLY was into Voldemort and she was cray.

Severus Snape—Saw the light, but remained pretty dark.

Peter Pettigrew—A rat of a guy.

Igor Karkaroff—Imagine Putin with magic powers.
 
Barty Crouch Jr.—Detail-obsessed sociopath.

The Carrows—Twins who liked to double up on torturing students when they taught at Hogwarts.

Antonin Dolohov—Murderer, torturer, and he later had his memory wiped by Hermione.

Augustus Rookwood—A spy and generally not-nice person.





Death Eaters often wore dark robes and masks that covered their entire faces, which hid their identities so they could continue to function in everyday wizarding society. However, Death Eaters all shared one common physical trait—the Dark Mark.

[image: ]What is a Dark Mark?

It’s not a kind of whiskey, that’s for sure (though, now that we think about it, Voldemort’s 150 Proof Dark Mark® Aged Bourbon has a ring to it!).

Voldemort branded his most loyal followers with a magical sigil (tattoos are so Muggle) called the Dark Mark. It appeared as a snake slithering out of the mouth of a skull, and was placed on the inside of a Death Eater’s forearm. The Mark also served as a method of summoning his followers to him. If Voldemort touched his Mark, his Death Eaters would feel a burning sensation (other side effects include mandatory teleportation to the Dark Lord’s side, fatigue, dizziness, nausea, diarrhea, vomiting, and possible death). Conversely, if it was important enough, a Death Eater could touch their Mark to summon Lord Voldemort . . . though it would go badly for one who summoned him for anything trivial. Imagine his reaction if you called him for something like your Wi-Fi going down.

Dark Marks could not be removed, even with laser surgery, so you want to think about that carefully before getting one.

The image of a Dark Mark could also be projected into the sky by using the Morsmordre charm. The sight would terrify those who had lived through the first wizarding war, so its appearance above the 1994 Quidditch Cup celebrations came as a shock to those who thought Voldemort long dead.

[image: ]What type of school is named Hogwarts?

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry is a boarding school for . . . you guessed it, witches and wizards. It’s a seven-year school that magical children begin attending when they are eleven years old. It has a fall and spring term, with holiday breaks in between, during which some students choose to go home and others remain at Hogwarts.

Hogwarts has an illustrious history and was founded by four of the top wizards and witches of its age—Rowena Ravenclaw, Godric Gryffindor, Helga Hufflepuff, and Salazar Slytherin. These ancient witches and wizards were wacky about alliterative appellations. The founders are honored by the four Hogwarts houses bearing their names. However, none of those wizards were named “Hog” or “Warts,” so where did the name come from?

There is a theory, spoken only of in whispers, that Rowena Ravenclaw had a dream of a warty hog that led her to the spot where the castle was built. And it does beat having to call it the Ravenclaw-Gryffindor-Hufflepuff and Only-at-First-Slytherin School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. But no one knows for sure.

There have been a number of notable headmasters and headmistresses over the years, but perhaps most well known is Professor Albus Dumbledore, who was instrumental in defeating Lord Voldemort not once, but twice.

The school itself is magically hidden from Muggles, and no wizards (other than Dumbledore) could apparate (the teleportation spell, see more on page 210) on school grounds. While most students arrive via the magical train known as the Hogwarts Express, in their second year, Harry Potter and Ron Weasley arrived via a flying car after they missed the train.

The school is close to a dense forest, known as the Forbidden Forest, where centaurs, giant spiders, and other magical creatures frequent. This is why, each year, students are forbidden to go in it.

Hogwarts and its educational curriculum fall under the jurisdiction of the British Ministry of Magic. Which causes a few issues.

[image: ]What does it mean to be “sorted” into a Hogwarts house?

It’s like rush week at college . . . with fewer togas and more talking hats.

Houses at Hogwarts and other magical schools are similar to pods and homerooms; they are cohort groups that dorm and work together as a team. As Professor McGonagall explained, “Now, while you are here, your house will be like your family. Your triumphs will earn you house points. Any rule breaking, and you will lose points. At the end of the year, the house with the most points is awarded the House Cup.”

[image: ]

When a first-year student arrives at Hogwarts, before they even sit at the welcoming feast, they are presented for the Sorting Ceremony. The magical talking (and singing) Sorting Hat is placed on each student’s head. It determines the school house in which that individual will best find success. It’s like a mini guidance counselor in pointed hat form.

Over the years, each house has become known for certain shared attributes. Gryffindors are known for their courage and Slytherin for a thirst for greatness. The Sorting Hat apparently takes a student’s wishes into consideration as well. It revealed to Harry Potter that he could be placed in either Gryffindor or Slytherin. Harry begged the Hat not to be placed in Slytherin, and the Hat then sorted him into Gryffindor.

Which, with all this alliteration, shouldn’t Harry Potter be in Hufflepuff?

[image: ]What sort of classes do you take at Hogwarts?

Like a Muggle school, future witches and wizards can look forward to a variety of classes that test their aptitudes and skill sets until they decide on a focus. O.W.L. tests were given in the fifth year, N.E.W.T.s at the end of the seventh.

While no doubt some slacker witches and wizards opt to live in their parents’ basement while they figure out what they want to do with their lives, student loans do not appear to be an issue for Wizarding World millennials and others.



CORE CLASSES

Charms—This class teaches a wide variety of spellwork, not how to be charming.

Herbology—Deals with the care and effects of magical plants.

Flying—Kind of self-explanatory.

Defense Against the Dark Arts—Teaches students to defend against . . . well, it’s not the “light arts.”

Potions—Brewing up fame and glory. And Polyjuice.
 
Transfigurations—Changing things into other things.
 
History of Magic—A rather dull class. Does teach about goblin rebellions.

Astronomy—Teaches the names of the stars and celestial movements.





[image: ]



ELECTIVES

Arithmancy—Math as magic! (Hard to believe, actually.)
 
Care of Magical Creatures—From flobberworms to hippogriffs, how magical beasts are cared for.

Divination—Predicting the future by unfogging the Inner Eye.

Muggle Studies—Teaches how Muggles get along without magic.

Study of Ancient Runes—Studies . . . okay, ancient runes, obvs.

Apparition—You need this to get your license.





[image: ]What’s an O.W.L.?

While there are plenty of owls in the Wizarding World, and usually they carry mail, not every student has one. The O.W.L., on the other hand, is something every student takes and (except for possibly Hermione) dreads. An Ordinary Wizarding Level test is a standardized exam that tests students’ knowledge and basic magic skills in their core classes. They are given toward the end of students’ fifth year in school. O.W.L.s are hard enough, but as Harry Potter’s fifth year coincided with Dolores Umbridge’s rise to headmistress of Hogwarts, it felt even tougher. As Umbridge told her Defense Against the Dark Arts class, if they studied hard, they would be rewarded, but, “Fail to do so, and the consequences may be severe.”

Professor Umbridge faced her own “severe” consequences, but it was still a tough year for Harry and his classmates.

So O.W.L.s are sort of the SATs of the Wizarding World. Passing grades for O.W.L.s are Outstanding, Exceeds Expectations, and Acceptable. A student needs to pass his O.W.L.s before taking his N.E.W.T.s.

[image: ]Okay, what’s a N.E.W.T.?

If O.W.L.s are the SATs, then the Nastily Exhausting Wizarding Tests (N.E.W.T.s) are the LSATs. They are more specialized, depending on the career path a student wants to follow. Sixth-and seventh-year students take classes and electives designed to help them pass a N.E.W.T. in the field they want to pursue. Aurors, for example, need a N.E.W.T. in potions, among other subjects. Different teachers have different standards for their N.E.W.T. classes—for example, Professor Snape required a student to get an “Outstanding” on their O.W.L.s before taking his N.E.W.T.-level Potions class, but Professor Slughorn was perfectly happy to accept students with only an “Exceeds Expectations.”

Which, to be fair, Slughorn had a very different teaching style.

[image: ]Who teaches what at Hogwarts?

Hogwarts boasts some of the finest instructors in the Wizarding World. The core teaching staff consists of the following:


Transfigurations—Minerva McGonagall

Potions—Severus Snape, Horace Slughorn

Charms—Professor Filius Flitwick

Flying—Professor Rolanda Hooch

Herbology—Professor Pomona Sprout

Care of Magical Creatures—Rubeus Hagrid, Professor Wilhemina Grubbly-Plank

Divination—Sybill Trelawney, Firenze

Astronomy—Professor Aurora Sinistra

History of Magic—Professor Cuthbert Binns

Muggle Studies—Charity Burbage





DEFENSE AGAINST THE DARK ARTS TEACHERS

Hogwarts had trouble keeping a teacher in the DADA position, possibly due to an old jinx. During Harry Potter’s tenure at Hogwarts, he had a new teacher each year in this subject:

Professor Quirinus Quirrell—Kind of two-faced.

Gilderoy Lockhart—Was all about his OWN face.

Remus Lupin—Faced a monthly battle with his animal nature.

Alastor Moody (actually Barty Crouch Jr., in disguise)— Took somebody else’s face.

Dolores Umbridge—Toad-faced.

Severus Snape—Faced off against everyone.





[image: ]Are there other magical schools?

There are magical schools around the globe. The Triwizard Tournament brought teams from two other schools to Hogwarts to compete in the event. Beauxbatons Academy of Magic is in France and the Durmstrang Institute is located in northern Europe. The Ilvermorny (try saying that three times fast!) School of Witchcraft and Wizardry is located in North America.

[image: ]

[image: ]Is there a spell for everything?

Apparently everything except for letting Muggles do magic! After all, once they’ve conjured up spells that can make paper birds fly and can fix your glasses, it feels like they should be able to lend some of that magic ability out to us poor Muggles.

Magic spells are divided up into categories according to use: charms, jinxes, hexes, and curses. Witches and wizards generally need a wand and an incantation to perform these spells.

[image: ]What are charms?

Placing a charm or enchantment on something changes something about the person or object, but doesn’t transform it into something different—that’s transfiguration. So while casting a Bubble-Head Charm on someone would create a bubble of oxygen around their head so they could go swimming or walk through a garbage dump, it wouldn’t make them a fish. For that, you need to study up for your Transfiguration O.W.L.s.

Charms are perhaps the most common and useful branch of magic, as you can see from the list of charms we’ve conjured right here with a wave of a wand . . . sidebarrius!



WORKS LIKE A CHARM

Alohomora—Opens locks.

Arresto Momentum—Stops a fall.

Bubble-Head—We just explained that one.

Confundo—Confuses someone momentarily.

Engorgio—Makes things bigger.

Flame-Freezing—Quite useful for the witches in old Salem.

Imperturbable—Seals things off so you can’t spy on them.

Wingardium Leviosa—Levitates an object.

Lumos—Provides light from the tip of a wand.

Muffliato—Creates a barrier of tinnitus around you so people can’t hear your conversation.

Oculus Reparo—Fixes broken glasses. Often comes in handy for Harry.

Repello Muggletum—Repels those Muggles.

Riddikulus—Turns a scary Boggart into something funny.

Aguamenti—Conjures drinkable water.





[image: ]What’s the difference between a curse, a hex, and a jinx?

Mainly the difference is in the level of eeeevil.

A jinx, like levicorpus, is irritating if you’re walking along and suddenly find yourself dangling in the air by your ankles. You’re not hurt (except for your dignity), and while you might need the counter-jinx to get down, someone will probably help you.

A hex is a bit more serious, such as the impedimenta hex, which slows down an attacking opponent. Harry became proficient with this one during his time at Hogwarts, but his go-to was the stunning spell stupefy. Ginny was a mistress of the Bat-Bogey Hex, which the less said about its effects, the better.

Curses are the most powerful form of Dark Magic. These are the dangerous, not-to-be-messed-around-with spells, unless you’re serious about hurting someone. Objects could be cursed, and their effects could maim or kill someone if touched or activated.

Then, of course, there are the three Unforgivable Curses.



CURSE LIKE A SAILOR

Confringo—Makes things explode.

Densaugeo—Enlarges the teeth (which is a very specific spell!).

Flagrante—Makes an object burn someone.

Morsmordre—Makes the Dark Mark appear.

Geminio—Causes an object to double when touched.

Reducto—Blasts things into pieces (it’s different from confringo, we swear).

Relashio—Forces someone to release something.

Serpensortia—Summons a snake. Don’t use against Parselmouths.

Slug-vomiting curse—Exactly what it sounds like.





[image: ]What is Quidditch and how do you play?

This could be a whole other book—oh wait, there is one, available in the Wizarding World, called Quidditch Through the Ages. Quidditch is the most popular sport in the Wizarding World. You do need a broomstick (preferably a fast one, like the Nimbus 2000) to play. Teams of seven fly around an oval pitch and attempt to score through the goal hoops using three types of balls. Since it’s played by athletes on flying broomsticks, the stadium seating is built high off the ground for better viewing (though if you are good at wingardium leviosa, you could conceivably hover).

The Quaffle is a leather, soccer ball–sized object that looks almost dented on two sides. Three Chasers handle the Quaffle and try to score in one of the three goal hoops, while a team’s Keeper defends the hoops. A Quaffle score is worth ten points.

While this is happening, two Bludgers, enchanted metal balls, fly around the pitch attempting to knock players off their brooms. A team’s two Beaters use bats to try to knock the Bludgers away from their teammates.

[image: ]

The Golden Snitch is a much smaller and faster ball. This gold ball has magical silver wings and it zips around the field like a hummingbird, occasionally pausing in midair. The Seeker’s main task on the field is to capture the Golden Snitch before the other team’s Seeker does. The Snitch is worth 150 points and its capture signals the end of the game. A Snitch is also enchanted with flesh memories of the first person who touches it. That came in handy for Harry toward his final battle with Voldemort.

Simple, really, once you get the hang of it. And flying on a broomstick.



TONIGHT’S STARTING LINEUP . . .

Some of the most celebrated (and in Slytherin’s case, reviled) Quidditch players include:

Seekers







	James Potter (Gryffindor)

	Aidan Lynch (Ireland)
 



	Harry Potter (Gryffindor)

	Ginny Weasley




	Draco Malfoy (Slytherin)

	(Gryffindor)




	Viktor Krum (Bulgaria)

	 





Chasers







	Angelina Johnson
 
	Graham Montague
 



	(Gryffindor)

	(Slytherin)




	Katie Bell (Gryffindor)
 
	Marcus Flint (Slytherin)
 



	Alicia Spinnet
 
	Clara Ivanova (Bulgaria)
 



	(Gryffindor)

	Troy (Ireland)




	Dean Thomas
 
	Mullet (Ireland)




	(Gryffindor)

	Moran (Ireland)





Beaters







	Fred Weasley
 
	Finbar Quigley (Ireland)
 



	(Gryffindor)

	Ivan Volkov (Bulgaria)
 



	George Weasley
 
	Boris Vulchanov
 



	(Gryffindor)

	(Bulgaria)




	Vincent Crabbe
 
	Gwenog Jones




	(Slytherin)

	(Holyhead Harpies)





Keepers







	Oliver Wood (Gryffindor)
 
	Cormac McLaggen




	Ron Weasley (Gryffindor)

	(Gryffindor)




	 

	Lev Zograf (Bulgaria)









[image: ]How many Weasleys are there?

More than all the treasures in the Lestrange Vault at Gringotts! Ron is the sixth of Molly and Arthur Weasley’s seven children. The extended family is numerous, but his immediate family consists of his older brothers Bill, Charlie, Percy, and twins Fred and George, and younger sister, Ginny. He is related to Fleur Delacour through her marriage to his brother Bill, and eventually Harry Potter, when Harry marries his sister, Ginny.

Ron also has a great aunt Tessie, and he claims his formal robes look like they belonged to her.

The Weasleys were poor, even though they were an old, pure-blood wizarding family. Other pure-blood families thought of them as blood traitors for associating with Muggles and, in Arthur’s case, being completely fascinated by them. If the Wizarding World got reality TV, Arthur would no doubt binge every show he could watch. The Weasleys all have red hair, and as Draco Malfoy pointed out the first day he and Ron were in class together, they all seemed to have “hand-me-down” robes.

[image: ]

Despite a lack of financial security and status, the Weasleys were known for their good cheer and their fierce devotion to the side of good during the wizarding wars. Molly and Arthur were members of the Order of the Phoenix in its second incarnation, as were most of their children (despite their misgivings that their youngest children get involved).

[image: ]With all those Weasleys, how did Ron manage to live up to family expectations?

Always the tone of surprise, as Ron would say!

While Ron’s insecurities (and secondhand equipment) often hindered him, he became a more than capable wizard during his time at Hogwarts. Like his brother Percy before him, he became a prefect (for non-Brits, that’s a senior student that gets to yell at you and hand out punishments); joined the Quidditch team like Fred, George, and Charlie; and shared the bravery of all his family members during crisis after crisis with his best friend, Harry.

Ron was adept at playing Wizard’s Chess, and (once he got a decent wand) got better at charms and spells. He was able to master manifesting a Patronus, which is extremely difficult magic. While Ron clearly had magical talent, he was often less than dedicated about it, especially if it was a subject he didn’t care for. A loyal friend, his humor often came out under stress. Perhaps never more so than when spiders (or Hermione) were involved.

[image: ]Why do people care that Hermione’s parents were dentists?

While the movies don’t make the actress playing Hermione wear prosthetic teeth, the books often reference her overly large incisors. While Ron and others made fun of her academic pursuits, and some students like Draco teased her about her heritage, Hermione was often teased for having (how do we say this graciously) big front teeth. She was conscious of it and knew eventually she would have to get braces.

Ultimately, Hermione used her own ingenuity to deal with her teeth. Draco hit her with a hex that made her teeth grow even larger. While being treated for it, Hermione neglected to tell Madam Pomfrey when to stop shrinking them, until they shrank down to a size she liked. Thus, Hermione achieved a brand-new smile without the cost (and painful wires!) of braces.



HERMIONE’S LIGHT READING LIST (CONDENSED)

The Standard Book of Spells by Miranda Goshawk

Hogwarts: A History by Bathilda Bagshot

A History of Magic by Bathilda Bagshot

The Monster Book of Monsters

Ancient Runes Made Easy

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them by Newt Scamander

Home Life and Social Habits of British Muggles

Unfogging the Future by Cassandra Vablatsky

One Thousand Magical Herbs and Fungi by Phyllida Spore

Spellman’s Syllabary

Quidditch Through The Ages

Which Broom?

Magical Water Plants of the Mediterranean

Thumbs-Down Titles

Nature’s Nobility: A Wizarding Geneaolgy

Advanced Potion Making (Half-Blood Prince copy)

Magick Moste Evile 





[image: ]What’s with Hagrid’s pink umbrella?

Not every half-giant can pull off that look, but we must say, Hagrid does it well.

During his third year, Tom Riddle framed Hagrid and his pet acromantula, Aragog, for the death of a student, claiming Aragog was the creature from the Chamber of Secrets. This tells you immediately that Voldemort was not a nice person from the get-go. Who frames a sweetheart like Hagrid, even if he does like creepy pets like giant spiders?

Dumbledore never believed this, and while Hagrid’s wand was broken and he was expelled, Dumbledore persuaded the school to keep him on as a gamekeeper. He eventually became the Care of Magical Creatures teacher, as really, who else would want it—um, was qualified.

Dumbledore came to trust Hagrid completely and the staff at the school did the same, though Professor McGonagall did remark that Hagrid could be clumsy. It was Hagrid that Dumbledore dispatched to bring the infant Harry to the Dursleys and then bring him his Hogwarts letter when Vernon tried to keep Harry from ever getting it.

Oh, the umbrella? It was his long-broken wand, repaired and hidden, since, technically, he wasn’t allowed to do magic. We hope things changed after his innocence regarding the whole Chamber of Secrets thing was revealed.

[image: ]What other creatures live in the Wizarding World?

Magical lions and tigers and bears, oh my!

While there may in fact be magical lions and tigers and bears, there was a plethora of non-humans, creatures, flora, and fauna that existed alongside human wizards and witches. As with any groups of sentient beings forced to coexist alongside each other, there are always some, shall we say, frictions. Goblins, centaurs, house-elves (which begs the question . . . are there other elves? Barn elves? Condominium elves?), giants, ghosts, werewolves, and even vampires all have distinct places in wizarding society . . . though each of those groups might say wizards and witches have a distinct place in their society.



FANTASTIC BEASTS (WE’LL LET YOU FIND THEM!)

Acromantula—Spider . . . but bigger.

Banshee—They cry a lot.

Basilisk—Snake . . . but bigger (and more petrify-ey).

Billywig—Their stings cause you to float.

Blast-Ended Skrewt—Cute, but blasty.

Bowtruckle—A living stick figure.

Cockatrice—Chicken-like bird with a lizard tail.

Demiguise—Hard to catch when they turn invisible.

Doxy—Pest version of a fairy.

Dragon—Come in all shapes, sizes, and snouts.

Flobberworm—Mucousy.

Grindylow—Water demon with lots of tentacles.

Hippogriff—Sensitive creatures with sharp talons.

Kappa—Sound like relatives of the Sea Monkeys.

Knarls—Less fun to study than Chimaeras.

Matagot—Big hairless cats with big, scary eyes.

Mooncalf—They don’t give milk, but they do dance!

Niffler—Think a kleptomaniac platypus.

Phoenix—Sings magically and its tears can heal.

Puffskeins—Cute and puffy!

Thunderbird—Storm crows have nothing on these giant birds!

Troll—Big. Bogey-filled.

Unicorn—Pure and have silver blood. Why do we know that?

Wrackspurt—Invisible and cause confuzz . . . conflooze . . . confusion!

Zouwu—Big. Five-colored. Likes cat toys. 





[image: ]Is a Philosopher’s Stone different from a Sorcerer’s Stone?

Nope. However, we can see where the confusion lies. The first Harry Potter book and film in the United Kingdom are titled Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. In the United States, the title was changed to Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. Why the difference?

When the UK book was printed as Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, no one in the British publishing industry thought twice, as their educational system taught children the legend of the Philosopher’s Stone (and presumably that it wasn’t real).

The Philosopher’s Stone is a well-known legend real (well, as real as legends get) thing. It refers to a fabled stone that does exactly what the stone does in the first Harry Potter book—extends life. (It also transmutes lead into gold, which makes a certain amount of sense. If you’re going to live to be a thousand, you’re gonna need extra pocket change.)

American publishers realized that A) American kids would not know this was a legendary magical object and B) it would make kids think the book was about Harry, Hermione, and Ron discussing Plato’s ideal Forms or the Cartesian theory of dualism (which, upon reflection, we would pay good money to read).

[image: ]

With the flick of a marketing wand, the title was changed. But make no mistake—whatever Voldemort calls it, don’t let him have the stone.

[image: ]Where does one purchase school supplies for Hogwarts?

Where else? Diagon Alley! (Sorry, as of today, most online retailers do not ship from the Wizarding World.)

Perhaps the largest all-wizarding shopping center in England, it’s located behind the Leaky Cauldron pub. When we say behind, we mean you have to use magic to get through the wall behind the Cauldron to get onto Diagon Alley.

There are a number of stores, not just to supply student wizards, but witches and wizards of all ages. If it’s magical and reasonably-priced, it’s probably in Diagon Alley or Hogsmeade, the all-wizarding village near Hogwarts. Just check out some of the stores:



DIAGON ALLEY DIRECTORY

Ollivanders—Makers of Fine Wands since 382 BC.

Eeylops Owl Emporium—Owls, owls, and more owls!

Flourish and Blotts—Just don’t ask for a copy of The Invisible Book of Invisibility.

Quality Quidditch Supplies—Where you buy . . . well, Quidditch supplies, of course.

Florean Fortescue’s Ice-Cream Parlour—Free ice cream sundaes if you’re the Boy Who Lived.

Madam Malkin’s Robes for All Occasions—What if you need just a bathrobe?

Apothecary—For all your beetle eye needs.

Gambol and Japes Wizarding Joke Shop—It’s no Zonko’s, but . . .

The Leaky Cauldron—The best pub in Diagon Alley.

Gringotts Wizarding Bank—Ain’t no safer place!

HOGSMEADE DIRECTORY

Dervish and Banges—The place to go for Sneakoscopes.
 
Gladrags—Flashy socks for your favorite house-elf.
 
Hog’s Head Inn—Less reputable than the Three Broomsticks.

Honeydukes—All sorts of sweets!

Madam Puddifoot’s Tea Shop—Popular dating destination.

Scrivenshaft’s Quill Shop—For the studious and the stylish.

The Three Broomsticks—The place for a warm butterbeer.





[image: ]What if you need supplies of a . . . darker nature?

We’re not telling you that! What are you, some sort of Death Eater? Oh, you just need some Flesh-Eating Slug Repellant? Okay.

Connected to Diagon Alley is Knockturn Alley. As Hagrid said, it’s a dodgy place and pretty unsavory characters hang out there. Get it? Knockturn sounds like “Nocturn,” which is often considered dark and scary. It’s a homophone! There are stores that traffic in items related to the Dark Arts, particularly Borgin and Burkes, an antique shop filled with not-nice items like the Hand of Glory, a cursed opal necklace, and a Vanishing Cabinet.

During Harry’s sixth and what would have been his seventh year at Hogwarts, much of Diagon Alley began to resemble Knockturn Alley. As Voldemort’s power grew, businesses began to feature anti–Dark Magic charms and items and then began to close completely.

So remember, kids—the Dark Arts are bad for economic stability.

[image: ]What is normal attire for the well-dressed witch or wizard?

Robes. Robes, robes, and MORE robes. Wizards like to be comfortable.

A peek inside any good robe shop, such as Madam Malkin’s Robes for All Occasions or Gladrags, would show row after row of robes. From plain to ornate, robes are the perennial fashion-forward look for witches and wizards.

For the Yule Ball, students were required to wear dress robes, which were more formal, and in Ron’s case . . . had to be seen to be believed. In any event, should you get the chance to visit the Wizarding World, you simply can’t go wrong in a robe.

During events like the Quidditch World Cup, when large gatherings of wizards and witches would be conspicuous, the attendees are often instructed to dress like Muggles, so as not to draw attention. This is about the same as asking a three-year-old to do your taxes. When trying to pass as Muggles, most witches and wizards tend to fail miserably in the style department. Mismatched colors, patterns, and accessories create outlandish looks that would make Muggle designers faint in horror.

Even Aunt Tessie’s robe would be better.

[image: ]What do centaurs wear in the winter?

Not saddles! Though, to be fair, no self-respecting centaur would be caught dead in a saddle, no matter what season.

After all, horse physiology is different from human physiology. They have a wider range of what they feel as cold compared to humans (thirty-two degrees is still fine for them, whereas we would be ordering up venti pumpkin spice lattes to keep our hands warm), and their coats can hold heat.

[image: ]If Luna was right about the lost diadem of Ravenclaw, does that mean there are Crumple-Horned Snorkacks running around Sweden?

Even broken clocks are right twice a day, people. We love Luna, but let’s not go full looney. Snorkacks don’t exist.

[image: ]When they say “Every Flavor Bean,” how serious are they?

Bertie Bott’s doesn’t play around, friends. See below for a list to date of every known flavor!



EVERY FLAVOR SO FAR . . .

Chocolate
 
Peppermint
 
Marmalade

Spinach

Liver

Tripe
 
Bogey

Sprouts
 
Toast
 
Coconut
 
Baked Bean
 
Strawberry
 
Curry
 
Grass

Coffee
 
Sardine
 
Pepper
 
Earwax
 
Vomit

Fill in Your Own________





[image: ]Why does the Sorting Hat sing all those songs?

Look, if you were a sentient hat that had a great voice, and, as Ron pointed out, had nothing to do for 364 days except make up a song to drop on the one day you were in use, you’d probably sing different songs each year too.

And since the Sorting Ceremony is the first thing that happens at Hogwarts each year, the Hat may want to show these first-year students what each house is all about. It usually adds lyrics of the personality trait most exemplified by each house. For Gryffindors, it’s courage; Slytherin, greatness; Ravenclaw, intelligence; and Hufflepuff, loyalty.

While Harry missed the song in his second year, the first-and third-year songs were mainly about the Hat’s job of sorting and the qualities each house was dedicated to. However, in Harry’s fifth year, the Hat sang about uniting the houses against the external threats coming to Hogwarts. How it knew about Voldemort is unclear, since even a magical entity such as this likes to keep some things . . . under its hat. (We’ll see ourselves out.)

[image: ]So if I’m intelligent, I can’t be in the house that values courage?

Of course you can (though we’re not sure how this somehow became all about you)! The house qualities the Hat identifies are the main ones, not the only ones. Hermione’s intelligence would clearly be valued by Ravenclaw or Slytherin (okay, maybe not so much there), but it was her daring and nerve that truly made her a Gryffindor. She might be cautious and follow rules whenever humanly possible, but her courage, much like Neville’s, was present in all she did. She dared almost anything to help her friends and defeat Voldemort.

And that takes intelligence AND guts.

[image: ]How do wizards get their news?

There don’t appear to be any wizarding television shows (which we won’t take as a social commentary, as we are bingeing a lot on Netflix right now), but with magic, how exciting can TV be? Once you can fly on a broom, watching Real Housewives of Hogsmeade just isn’t going to cut it.

The Wizarding Wireless Network provided news and entertainment programming over the radio airwaves. Of course, it didn’t need electricity to broadcast its signal—that’s one of the perks of magic. One of Mrs. Weasley’s favorite singers, Celestina Warbeck, often performed on Witching Hour on the network. When Harry, Hermione, and Ron were on the run, the Order of the Phoenix began broadcasting Potterwatch, a pirate radio program dedicated to supporting Harry’s efforts to defeat Voldemort. It also gave out the names of those who died at the hands of Death Eaters and news updates on Harry’s pals. In order to stay safe, the program had to be broadcast randomly and from different locations and listeners had to know that broadcast’s password to tune in.

But the predominant source of news was newspapers and magazines. If you don’t know what a newspaper or magazine is, then please consult an older person or just google them. The Daily Prophet was the most well-known and widely read wizarding newspaper in Britain, though its journalistic integrity was somewhat . . . flexible. Aside from employing Rita Skeeter, the gossip columnist who excelled at not letting the facts get in the way of what she thought readers wanted to read, the Prophet often allowed the Ministry of Magic to direct their editorial stance.

When Minister of Magic Cornelius Fudge refused to believe Voldemort could have returned from the dead, he used the Prophet to attack Dumbledore’s and Harry’s credibility. Branding Harry as “the Boy Who Lies” (an admittedly clever take on his nickname), they were relentless in pushing a narrative that Harry was an attention-seeker and that Dumbledore was past his prime and could no longer be trusted.

To combat this, Harry agreed to an interview, this time for Luna’s father’s newspaper, The Quibbler. It was their best-selling issue since, more often, their stories involved conspiracy theories (you really need to read the one on the Rotfang Conspiracy), sightings of fantastic beasts (not the film), and how far Cornelius “Goblin-Crusher” Fudge would go to take over Gringotts.

Another popular tabloid was Witch Weekly, a publication aimed at witches. Rita Skeeter also wrote for that. Her article accusing Hermione of leading on both Viktor Krum and Harry caused Hermione to receive hate mail and the cold shoulder from Mrs. Weasley, until Harry told her Skeeter’s story wasn’t true.

[image: ]How reliable are owls to deliver things?

Pretty darn reliable!

While the Ministry had discontinued using them for interoffice memos (as Mr. Weasley explained, the mess was terrible—though what can you expect if you keep a bunch of birds in an underground magical government building all day?), owls were the most common and reliable form of ordinary wizarding communication.

While people could talk via the Floo Network, one did need to be near an active fireplace to make that work. This could be inconvenient in the summertime, or if you lived in a dormitory and needed to wait until everyone was asleep before your outlaw godfather could contact you.

[image: ]

A Patronus could also send a message, but as the Patronus charm is advanced magic that not everyone can perform (much less use it to appear somewhere with a message), owls tended to have the monopoly on communication. Owls could be told where to go and generally were able to find whatever address they were sent to (unless they were old and almost blind, like Errol).

Smarter ones, like Hedwig, had an uncanny sense of where their owners would not just be, but would end up, as when Harry arrived at the Leaky Cauldron and Hedwig showed up before him. Owls could find people (like an outlaw godfather) even if they were hiding in a cave somewhere.

The Ministry of Magic did have ways of intercepting owls to search them for contraband letters or messages to suspected mass murderers living in caves. That could put an owl behind schedule. But for the most part, neither rain nor snow nor gloom of night stopped these feathery workers from their appointed rounds.

[image: ]What kind of money do wizards use?

You might think wizards wouldn’t even need money. After all, with a wand, you can do a lot of cool things. But magic doesn’t quite work that way, and witches and wizards can’t simply conjure certain things out of thin air, like a loaf of bread. As Hermione pointed out, food is one of the five principal exceptions to Gamp’s Law of Elemental Transfiguration. Money, real estate, and designer robes are probably right there behind it.

Each country developed its own system of wizarding currency (and like real life, conversion rates no doubt fluctuate, so we won’t try to figure out how many Knuts to an American Dragot here), but we can show you the basic British wizarding currency and some examples of how much things cost in the Wizarding World in our handy chart!



THE VALUE OF MONEY

Galleons are the pound (think dollar, if you’re American) of wizarding Britain.

Sickles are the next denomination, and if you have seventeen Sickles, you’ve got yourself a Galleon.

Knuts are the lowest denomination, and once you’ve got twenty-nine, you can move up to one Sickle.

Leprechaun gold looks real, but fades away and is therefore worth exactly one waste of time.

A Daily Prophet sets you back one Knut.

A butterbeer or joining S.P.E.W. costs two Sickles.

Canary Creams were seven Sickles.

Dobby’s salary at Hogwarts was four Galleons a month (and you thought YOU were underpaid!).

Unicorn hairs were ten Galleons per hair.

A Firebolt broomstick was three hundred Galleons.

Winning the Triwizard Tournament got you one thousand Galleons.

Catching Sirius Black or Harry Potter when they were considered criminals got you ten thousand Galleons.

Note: All amounts shown are the gross amount, no word on sales or income tax in the Wizarding World . . . which makes it all the more appealing! 





[image: ]Now that you have all this wizarding money, where do you keep it?

While they don’t have ATM cards, there’s no better place to keep your gold than Gringotts Bank. The goblin-run facility has security measures unlike anything else. On the entrance level, it looks no different than any fancy financial institution, save for the amount of goblins working there. While the bank employs human security guards at times, as well as wizards as Curse-Breakers who seek out and find treasures, the normal staffing is all goblin. As goblins are rather obsessive about gold and valuables, they are the perfect guardians of the treasures stored in the vaults.

The vaults themselves are nearly impenetrable, and some of the higher-security ones have features that would stop almost any wizard or witch. Considering only Professor Quirrell, while hosting Lord Voldemort, and Harry and his friends in the company of Griphook the goblin, have ever broken in and out of the bank, there really is almost nowhere safer, as Hagrid once claimed. Check out some of their safety features!



ENTER AT YOUR OWN RISK!

Thieves’ Downfall—Washes away enchantments (and ring around the collar)!

Dragons—Make sure you make some noise when approaching.

Alarms—Louder and more magical than car alarms.

Carts—If you trip an alarm, the cart will trip you overboard . . . and it’s a long fall.

Key—Duh.

Goblin-touch activation—Some doors require this, or a thief gets sucked into the vault. And they only check for thieves every ten years or so.

Gemino and Flagrante charms—It may seem cool to double the loot, but not if it’s burning hot.

Probity Probes—They can probe almost anywhere, as Arkie Philpott found out.





[image: ]

[image: ]Are there magic Ubers to take you to Hogwarts?

Getting to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry isn’t as simple as making it to the bus stop on time, or calling a ride-share on an app. There’s a wee bit more effort involved.

As mentioned, students need to take the Hogwarts Express. It’s certainly not easy to get on the train, what with needing to make it through the barrier between Platforms 9 and 10 at King’s Cross. Once you’ve made it onto Platform 9¾, you’re a several-hour train ride to the castle. First-years then transfer onto small rowboats and glide across the lake (clearly for dramatic effect to inspire awe in the new students), and others take the horseless carriages. Of course, most students don’t realize those carriages, while they appear to have nothing drawing them, still have horsepower (or rather, Threstralpower) behind them.

You can’t apparate or disapparate on the Hogwarts grounds (unless, of course, you’re Dumbledore—as he says, there are some advantages to being him), and as the castle is unplottable on a map, it’s fairly difficult to get there. However, in a pinch, you can use a flying car, if you happen to have one. When Dobby sealed the barrier to Platform 9¾, Ron and Harry had to borrow Mr. Weasley’s enchanted Ford Anglia to follow the Hogwarts Express train to school. While the car had an Invisibility Booster, it wasn’t the most effective and no less than seven Muggles saw the car on its trip, which ended up earning Mr. Weasley a fifty-Galleon fine from the Ministry of Magic.

[image: ]

So the train is the easiest and most reliable option.

[image: ]What are other forms of magic transportation?

Broomsticks aren’t just for Quidditch anymore! While many students first learn flying on broomsticks specifically to play Quidditch, they are often used for transportation. However, there is always a chance a Muggle might see a flying broomstick.

As mentioned, Muggle vehicles can be enchanted to fly, and Sirius Black (Harry’s godfather) owned a flying motorcycle that Hagrid used to drop off the infant Harry to the Dursleys. Thestrals and hippogriffs can both fly and carry a person, but these also run the risk of being seen by Muggles. Flying carpets have been banned in Britain for at least a generation, though are still available in some countries.

Since flying carries the risk of discovery, other magical means of transportation have been developed over the years. Wizards over the age of seventeen are allowed to apparate and disapparate once they have their license. The ability to teleport in this way is highly convenient, though wizards learning the skill must also master focusing on their destination. Otherwise, they could splinch themselves and leave one or more body parts behind. Nobody needs to leave bits of arm, foot, or elbow behind when apparating. Those without a license (or the squeamish, worried about their body parts) can be carried with someone via a process known as Side-Along Apparition.

Portkeys are ordinary items that most Muggles might consider trash, but that can be enchanted to teleport wizards long distances. Touching a Portkey activates it, and the effect is much like Apparition. There are other items like Vanishing Cabinets that, with a pair, can be set up to transport instantly from one cabinet to another.

Perhaps the most widespread method of transport is the Floo Network. Connecting numerous fireplaces, a wizard or witch uses Floo Powder to choose their destination and in a burst of green flames, they are there. Like Apparition, focus is key as well as clear enunciation, as Harry discovered when he ended up in Knockturn Alley instead of Diagon Alley.

And in London, the Knight Bus is available for any stranded witch or wizard who holds out their wand. But be careful . . . Ernie’s not the best driver.

[image: ]What was Fluffy guarding?

Fluffy, which is an adorable name for a massive, three-headed monster dog, was Hagrid’s contribution to the Hogwarts professors’ defense of the Sorcerer’s Stone. When Dumbledore learned of Voldemort’s plan to steal the Sorcerer’s Stone from Gringotts, Dumbledore had Hagrid remove it from the vault just in time, as later that day, the bank was broken into.

Hagrid wouldn’t reveal to Harry, Hermione, and Ron what was in the package, or exactly what other defensive spells were in the room on the third floor where Fluffy was housed. By the time the three friends deduced it was the Stone, however, Hagrid did inadvertently let them know that music put Fluffy to sleep, which is also what he told the hooded Quirrell at the Hog’s Head pub.

Realizing the Stone was no longer safe, Ron, Hermione, and Harry got past Fluffy, only to encounter the other teachers’ protections, including the Devil’s Snare (courtesy of Professor Sprout); flying keys (thanks to Professor Flitwick); a life-size game of Wizard’s Chess, which knocked Ron out (from the queen of transfigurations, Professor McGonagall); a troll (thankfully already knocked out, but brought in by Quirrell); and a logical potions challenge from Snape that sent Hermione back to Ron. Finally, Harry had to face the Mirror of Erised (Dumbledore’s obstacle) alone.

[image: ]What’s so dangerous about a mirror that shows you your heart’s desire?

As Dumbledore told Harry, men had wasted away in front of it or been driven mad. The Mirror of Erised (if you haven’t already, read that word backward) shows “neither knowledge or truth,” just a person’s deepest desires. Harry saw his dead parents, and Ron saw himself as Head Boy, finally standing out in a family he felt overshadowed him. True to Dumbledore’s cautions, Harry quickly became obsessed with the mirror, wanting to see his parents in it night after night.

Dumbledore told Harry, “It does not do to dwell on dreams and forget to live.” The headmaster hid the mirror (eventually placing the Sorcerer’s Stone in it) and enchanted it so that only someone who wanted to find the Stone, but not use it for themselves, could get it out of the mirror.

Which, as he says, is one of his more brilliant ideas. And that is saying something.

[image: ]Who do you call if you think you’ve seen a ghost?

Mr. Filch, maybe? Nah, he’s too busy with Peeves, the poltergeist. You’re on your own dealing with ghosts in the Wizarding World. Fortunately, many are cool. Literally, since it chills you when they go through you.

It’s unknown how many ghosts are floating around, but Hogwarts is known to be the most haunted place in Britain. While they can be startling at first (touching them is said to be like putting your hand in ice-cold water), ghosts run the gamut of personality in the same way the living do. Muggles can’t become ghosts, and most wizards choose not to; however, those that have, such as Nearly Headless Nick, often regret the “feeble imitation of life.” It’s unknown exactly how a dying witch or wizard chooses to become a ghost or not.

Each house in Hogwarts has a resident ghost, with Nick being Gryffindor’s, the Grey Lady is Ravenclaw’s, the Fat Friar is Hufflepuff’s, and Slytherin’s is the Bloody Baron. Other ghosts haunt the school as well, such as Moaning Myrtle, who haunts the pipes of the toilet where she died in the girls’ bathroom on the second floor.

While ghosts like Nearly Headless Nick celebrated their Deathdays with parties of rotting food that they couldn’t eat but could “almost” taste, many seemed to lack purpose other than to hang around the place of their death. Sir Nicholas longed to join the Headless Hunt, made up of a group of beheaded ghosts that played headless games like Head Hockey. However, their leader, Sir Patrick, said Nick didn’t qualify as his beheading wasn’t quite complete . . . a half-inch of now-ectoplasmic sinew kept his head tethered to his ghostly body.

Which feels seriously discriminatory. After all, how else is a ghost in the afterlife supposed to get . . . a-head?

[image: ]Who would try to raise a baby dragon in a wooden house?

Hagrid. Who else?!

As mentioned, Hagrid is a bit oblivious to things when it comes to magical creatures and the threats they pose. A disguised Professor Quirrell used a Norwegian Ridgeback dragon egg to trick Hagrid into giving him the information he wanted about how to get past Fluffy. Hagrid was overjoyed to have a dragon egg and Harry, Hermione, and Ron were present at Norbert’s birth. Hagrid fed it brandy mixed with chicken blood, the preferred breakfast of baby dragons, according to his copy of Dragon Breeding for Pleasure and Profit.

However, Draco had seen the dragon, and after it bit Ron’s hand and its venom caused his hand to swell, Hagrid knew he had to get rid of Norbert. Ron’s brother Charlie had friends that helped sneak the dragon out of Hogwarts and take it to Romania, where Charlie worked with dragons. Years later, Charlie let Hagrid know Norberta was doing fine, surprising Hagrid with the news that the dragon was actually female. You can tell the females, Charlie pointed out, as they are more violent and ferocious than the males.

[image: ]Does Wizard’s Chess need a video game rating to play?

Apparently not, but when played life-sized, it probably needs something!

Ron introduced Harry to Wizard’s Chess, which wasn’t all that different from Muggle chess . . . except the pieces would violently smash each other when captured. Also, if the pieces didn’t trust your judgment or you borrowed someone else’s set to play with, they might resist your moves or give you advice on how to play (which doesn’t happen so much in Call of Duty).

One of the obstacles Harry, Hermione, and Ron faced in trying to find the Sorcerer’s Stone was a giant Wizard’s Chess set, enchanted to move and act like a regular one. This meant, of course, that it was just as violent and ready to swing a white or black axe at you as it would an opposing piece. Ron, the best player of the three, directed the game, and had to sacrifice his piece (and get knocked out in the process) to get Harry and Hermione across the board safely.

So if you encounter a life-sized game, wear a helmet.

[image: ]Can Madam Poppy Pomfrey cure anything?

If not everything, there’s not much she can’t fix.

The matron at Hogwarts (which is like the school nurse for us non-British folk), she ran across hundreds of unique injuries and maladies during her many years at Hogwarts. She was entrusted with helping Remus Lupin to the Shrieking Shack during his early days at Hogwarts, when he was about to change into a werewolf.

[image: ]

During Harry’s school career, he and his friends had to see Madame Pomfrey for a number of reasons. She fixed Neville’s broken arm after he fell during his first broomstick lesson, and cared for Ron’s hand after Norbert bit it. When Professor Lockhart accidentally removed the bones in Harry’s arm after a Quidditch injury, she had to use Skele-Gro to regrow them, a rather lengthy and painful process.

She treated Hermione when her Polyjuice Potion left her features catlike, and in conjunction with Professor Sprout crafted a Mandrake restorative draught for the students (and Mr. Filch’s cat!) petrified by the basilisk. She knew chocolate was helpful for those who had encountered Dementors and provided Harry with a dreamless sleeping potion after he witnessed Cedric Diggory’s death.

Madam Pomfrey was, of course, unable to treat the werewolf bite Bill Weasley received from Fenrir Greyback, and there was little she could do about the curse Katie Bell received from the opal necklace. However, the one curious thing she couldn’t treat was one of Hermione’s jinxes. Hermione, to keep anyone from blabbing about Dumbledore’s Army, jinxed the parchment they all signed. When Marietta Edgecombe told Umbridge about the group, her face erupted in fierce boils that spelled out SNEAK, and that lasted well into the next school year.

Maybe Madam Pomfrey didn’t actually try that hard to cure Marietta.

[image: ]Why did students keep going into the Forbidden Forest even though it was, well, forbidden?

Teenagers—what are you gonna do, right?

Even though each year Dumbledore told students the Forbidden Forest was off-limits (kids, it’s right there in the name), it seemed each year some students wandered in there . . . and half the time it was Harry and his friends! The Forest bordered Hagrid’s hut. He often had business to conduct there, both as the Keeper of Keys and as the professor for the Care of Magical Creatures. A dark and thick forest, it was home to numerous (and dangerous) creatures, as well as an enchanted car that ended up going a bit “wild” while there.

A colony of centaurs lived in the Forest and Hagrid cautioned Harry and the others about them. Though centaurs were quite intelligent, they distrusted humans and were apt to attack any they saw trespassing in their woods. Harry first met Firenze the centaur while he was serving detention and Hagrid took him, Draco, Hermione, and Neville into the Forest to look for whatever was killing unicorns.

The dragons used for the Triwizard Tournament were kept in the Forest until the Tournament. Hagrid brought Hogwarts champion Harry there to alert him to the first test in the competition. Hagrid released his acromantula, Aragog, into the Forest after the Chamber of Secrets was opened during Hagrid’s third year at school. Aragog, as spiders do, had hundreds of children and grandchildren. The patriarch of this enormous spider clan saw no problem with allowing them to attack other humans, as long as they didn’t go after Hagrid, who had raised him. This caused problems for Harry and Ron when Hagrid told them to follow the spiders to discover what was in the Chamber of Secrets.

Hagrid kept Buckbeak on the edges of the Forest when he had his Care of Magical Creatures class meet the hippogriff for the first time. Harry and Hermione helped lead Buckbeak into the Forest when they went back in time to save him from execution. Lupin, after he changed into his werewolf form, also chased Hermione and Harry through the Forest, luckily stopped by the newly freed Buckbeak.

When Hagrid brought his giant half brother, Grawp, to the school, he hid him in the Forest and asked Hermione and Harry to care for him, should Umbridge try to get rid of him. And Voldemort told Harry he could save everyone at Hogwarts from being killed if he would come to the Forest and meet Voldemort one-on-one.

Whew! Now that we think about it, a lot of the time, Hagrid was responsible for things in the Forest as well as taking students into the Forest. This may be why Hagrid hasn’t gotten any Teacher of the Year awards.

[image: ]Assuming you were wrong enough to kill a unicorn for its blood, what would you do with it?

Ummm, ewww! Why are you even asking?

In Harry’s first year, something was killing unicorns in the Forest and drinking their blood. Hagrid and the students serving detention found the culprit, and Harry actually saw the hooded figure drinking the unicorn’s silvery blood. The figure got away, but Firenze explained to Harry that unicorn blood would keep someone alive even if they were an inch from death, but the cost was horrific. To slay such a pure beast for selfish ends would grant only a cursed life the moment the blood touched the person’s lips.

Harry found out later exactly who would do such a thing. It was Professor Quirrell, with Voldemort possessing his body (mainly possessing the back of his head), who killed the unicorns and drank their blood to keep his weak form alive. It worked for a time, but Voldemort wanted his own body back and made plans to resurrect himself physically.

As we say . . . just wrong.

[image: ]Who is Dobby?

Dobby was a house-elf that worked for an old wizarding family. As it turns out, that family was the Malfoys. Draco and his parents, aside from hanging out waiting for Voldemort to come back to life, enjoyed nothing better than to spend a quiet evening knitting gloves for the homeless.

Oh, of course, they didn’t. They spent their time thinking of ways to kill Muggles and non-pure-blood wizards. At least Draco’s dad, Lucius, did. He cooked up a plot to reopen the Chamber of Secrets and hey, if Harry Potter got killed, it was just a bonus. Dobby foiled that plot, and Harry managed to free Dobby from his servitude to the Malfoys.
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Once Dobby was freed from the Malfoys (thanks to Harry’s quick thinking and an old sock), he wandered a bit trying to find employment. Since house-elves had never before asked for wages, this caused Dobby some problems. Dumbledore offered him a job at Hogwarts, though Dobby negotiated him down from ten Galleons a week and weekends off to one Galleon a week and one day a month off.

Some people really love their jobs.

Eventually, the good-hearted Dobby died saving Harry and his friends. It’s just too heartbreaking (still!) to go into the details of that now (curse you, Bellatrix!), but we hope Dobby enjoyed his life of freedom and the knowledge that Harry Potter was his true friend. Even if Harry was often annoyed by the house-elf.

[image: ]If Dobby wanted to protect Harry Potter, why was he always getting him in trouble?

You know what they say: You always hurt the ones you love.

While Dobby the house-elf said he wasn’t above maiming or seriously injuring a wizard to protect those he was loyal to, he actually meant it. He also had, let’s say, some unusual interpretations of the word protect, especially as it related to Harry Potter. When Dobby discovered the Malfoys’ plan to reopen the Chamber of Secrets, he went to extreme lengths to keep Harry from returning to Hogwarts.

For most of the summer break after Harry’s first year, Dobby prevented mail from Harry’s friends from arriving at the Dursleys’. His plan was to make Harry think no one wanted him back. Then he magically dropped a cake on the head of one of the Dursleys’ guests, which got Harry in trouble with both Vernon and Petunia, and the Improper Use of Magic Office of the Ministry.

Dobby then sealed the barrier to Platform 9¾ to keep Harry from boarding the Hogwarts Express. When Harry finally made it back to school, Dobby bewitched a Bludger during Harry’s first Quidditch match of the year, which broke his arm.

Kind of makes you wonder why Harry ended up freeing him.

[image: ]How easy is it to free a house-elf?

Easy enough, if they want to be freed. Just give them some clothes. However, the majority, due to centuries of servitude and their overly obedient nature, want nothing to do with freedom.

Dobby fought against helping his Malfoy masters with their plan, and alerted Harry Potter as best he could to it. However, Dobby felt he had to punish himself physically anytime he transgressed against the house-elf’s commandment—that they obey their master’s commands no matter what. It’s unknown how this relationship to wizardkind developed, but most wizards and house-elves accepted it without question.

After Hermione saw Barty Crouch Sr.’s abhorrent treatment of his house-elf, Winky, at the Quidditch World Cup, she formed S.P.E.W.—the Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare. She took to knitting tiny hats and socks and leaving them in the Gryffindor dorms in hopes the elves would pick them up and be freed. They never did.

Winky was miserable after Crouch “freed” her and drank butterbeer heavily, which had an intoxicating effect on her. Dobby found her employment at Hogwarts, though during Harry’s time there, she never seemed to fully recover from the effects of freedom.

[image: ]Who was the five-time winner of Witch Weekly’s Most Charming Smile award?

It sure wasn’t Professor Snape, who tended to scowl or sneer as opposed to smile.

No, celebrated author (and complete scam artist) Gilderoy Lockhart held that honor. Author of Magical Me, Gadding with Ghouls, and Wanderings with Werewolves, Lockhart (Order of Merlin, Third Class, and Honorary Member of the Dark Force Defense League) claimed he didn’t get rid of the Bandon Banshee just by smiling at her . . . but we doubt he got rid of her at all.

Lockhart used his good looks, charming smile, and gifted use of memory charms to forge a career for himself. How? He took other wizards’ triumphs over dark creatures, wrote them up as his own, and wiped the true victor’s memory faster than you can say “Obliviate.”

Lockhart was brought in as the Defense Against the Dark Arts teacher in Harry’s second year. The class reading list was expensive, as it included some of his best-selling books, and Flourish and Blotts offered no discounts.

Lockhart was vain and boastful, and his lessons were mainly quizzes about his favorite things (such as the color lilac, his desire to rid the world of evil, and his hope to one day create a range of hair-care potions, or that his ideal birthday gift would be harmony between wizards and Muggles). When McGonagall and the Hogwarts staff pressed him to find Ginny Weasley in the Chamber of Secrets, he set about . . . running away. Harry and Ron forced him into the Chamber, where he was of no help at all.

Ironically, Ron’s broken wand proved to be the end of Lockhart’s career. When Lockhart stole it and attempted to wipe Ron’s memory, it backfired on him and wiped Lockhart’s memory completely. Lockhart ended up in St. Mungo’s for the rest of his life, little more capable than a child.

Though we’re sure his smile is still charming.



LOCKHART’S LIBRARY

For anyone who wants a retelling of real events through the lens of Lockhart saying he performed them, these literary volumes are for you!

Break with a Banshee

Gadding with Ghouls

Holidays with Hags

Voyages with Vampires

Wanderings with Werewolves

Travels with Trolls

Year with the Yeti

Magical Me

Gilderoy Lockhart’s Guide to Household Pests 





[image: ]Who had a crush on Harry almost from the moment she met him?

Ginerva Molly Weasley. We know her better, of course, as Ginny.

The only girl in a family of six brothers, from an early age, Ginny learned quickly to take no nonsense from her brothers. Not allowed to play Quidditch with her brothers as a child, she often broke into the broom shed and used each one in turn, until she was an accomplished flier and Quidditch player.
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At first, Ginny was incredibly shy around Harry, and barely spoke to him. However, after he saved her from the basilisk, that began to change. Which was good, as Harry spent more and more time with the Weasley family as Voldemort began to rise to power a second time.

Lucius Malfoy sneakily gave Ginny Tom Riddle’s diary, and it began to possess her. She fought against it, but it controlled her and made her open the Chamber of Secrets and leave threatening messages on the walls of Hogwarts (neither of which Mr. Filch appreciated).

She attended the Yule Ball (as friends) with Neville Longbottom, then dated Michael Corner, then Dean Thomas. Both relationships infuriated her brother Ron, who believed his younger sister should not be kissing people in public. This in turn led Harry to hide his own developing feelings for Ginny, not wanting to cause a rift between him and Ron.

It was Ginny who named Harry’s Defense Against the Dark Arts group “Dumbledore’s Army.” Professor Slughorn invited her to join his “Slug Club” after he saw her hex Zacharias Smith. However, it was Quidditch that brought her and Harry together at last. Ginny joined the Gryffindor Quidditch team and excelled as a Chaser. The night they beat Ravenclaw, they kissed for the first time, and then began dating. However, as Harry’s sixth year ended with the death of Albus Dumbledore, he knew he had to leave school. He refused to let her come with him, saying he could not bear it if she died.

In her last year, Ginny, Neville, and Luna led the resistance against Snape and the Death Eaters then running the school. After Voldemort’s final defeat, she and Harry were reunited and eventually married.

[image: ]Why plant something dangerous like the Whomping Willow on school grounds?

Look, you can’t mollycoddle kids forever. The sooner they learn there are plants out there that can smash a flying car with its limbs, the better.

However, the truth is, the Willow was planted to guard the secret passage between Hogwarts and the Shrieking Shack. Why did that passage need to be guarded so carefully? Because Remus Lupin had become a student at Hogwarts. Each month, Lupin would be taken to the Shack and locked in, so he couldn’t harm anyone while in his werewolf form.

The Willow, which was extremely violent and somewhat sentient, kept anyone from the passage, unless they knew which knot on its base to push that would immobilize it temporarily. Aside from Mr. Weasley’s flying car, it also got a hold of Harry’s Nimbus 2000 broomstick after he encountered Dementors during a Quidditch match. The broomstick didn’t survive the whomping it got.

[image: ]Who puts part of their soul in a diary?

Don’t we all put a little bit of too much of ourselves in our journals? Of course, it’s probably nothing like “Dear Diary, today I killed someone and I’d like you to hold on to this bit of my ripped soul. Love, Tom. P. S. Watch out for Harry Potter in fifty years or so.”

Whether Tom Riddle used the diary as intended is unknown. However, it served its true purpose for him for decades—as a Horcrux, an enchanted item that can hold a fragment of a soul. The death of Myrtle Warren at the hands of the basilisk from the Chamber of Secrets allowed him to test the theory of creating a Horcrux and make his first one.

It also enabled his soul within the diary to communicate with whoever wrote in it and siphon off their soul in order to re-create his physical body over time. As Ginny poured her heart out to the blank diary and the sixteen-year-old version of Tom Riddle stored within, it began to take her over. The diary could also magically transport people into the memories stored within, much as the Pensieve could.

Harry destroyed the diary with a venomous basilisk fang, ending its hold over Ginny, who was probably very selective about what she wrote going forward.

[image: ]

[image: ]Can you speak up? What’s that hissing sound you’re making?

It’s called Parseltongue, and if you hear it, you should probably run.

The ability to speak the magical language of snakes and snakelike creatures is rare in the Wizarding World, and most who could speak it were descendants of Salazar Slytherin. Except, of course, one notable exception—the Boy Who Hissed, we mean Lived.

Harry supposed his ability to communicate with snakes (like the boa constrictor he met at the zoo) was common in the Wizarding World. He didn’t mention it until his second year, when he discovered being a Parselmouth (someone that speaks Parseltongue, of course) was usually the mark of a dark wizard. This ability cast suspicion on him as possibly being the heir of Slytherin who was opening the Chamber of Secrets.

During his Dueling Club battle with Draco, it appeared Harry was encouraging a conjured snake to attack Justin Finch-Fletchley. Later, Harry found out that it was due to his unique connection to Voldemort (and being a Horcrux himself) that he could understand and speak to snakes.
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Though at first Harry didn’t even realize he was speaking a completely different language, the ability helped save the day several times. It allowed Harry to hear the basilisk in the school’s plumbing, helping him deduce what it was. He was able to sense and open Horcruxes, and Ron learned enough Parseltongue to force the Chamber of Secrets open and acquire another basilisk fang.

Still . . . if you hear hissing and it’s not a gas leak—run. Well, run either way.

[image: ]Why do you need someone’s hair for the Polyjuice Potion?

Technically, it can be any “bit” of the person you are imitating . . . but do you really want to drink something with a person’s toenail in it?

The incredibly complex and time-consuming process of making Polyjuice Potion yields fantastic results if done properly. It allows the drinker to totally change their physical appearance into the person whose hair (or toenail, if that’s the way you have to go) you put in the potion. It does not, however, change someone internally, such as their vocal cords. A wizard attempting to pass as another wizard not only has to find clothes to fit, but study and adopt the person’s mannerisms to truly pull off an impersonation.

The duration of the effects vary, with some batches lasting only an hour. Barty Crouch Jr. remained disguised as Mad-Eye Moody almost constantly during the year he taught at Hogwarts, but there appeared to be no lasting effects to prolonged use (though Barty was already a little bit of a nutter, as they say in Britain, so he’s not the best test case).

The potion is absolutely not to be used to change species, as Hermione found out the hard way. Thinking she had one of Millicent Bulstrode’s hairs, she took the potion only to find it was actually a hair from Millicent’s cat. Hermione spent the next several weeks in the infirmary with cat ears, fur, and a tail.

Hmmm . . . she would have been able to tell Millicent’s toenails from her cat’s, though, now that we think about it.

[image: ]Is it hard to make a basilisk?

Not at all . . . if you have the patience to teach a chicken to lay an egg with a snake in it instead of a chick and then have a toad sit on it until it hatches. Nothing to it!

If you don’t have that kind of time or animal training skills, you might agree it’s not worth it. Unless you’re the sort of dark wizard that wants a giant snake that can kill with a glance, its venomous fangs, or crush people with its gigantic body. Then maybe it’s worth it.

Apparently, Salazar Slytherin had that kind of time. When he constructed the Chamber of Secrets within Hogwarts, he had the basilisk put in there to purge the school of Muggle-borns. Any of his heirs (or a good Parselmouth) could open the Chamber and release the creature.

The basilisk’s stare was fatal if looked at directly, but as those at Hogwarts discovered, an indirect or reflected look only petrified a victim. Colin Creevey saw it through a camera lens, and Hermione in a mirror. Spiders large and small feared the basilisk and ran from it.

However, despite all this, according to one line from Most Macabre Monstrosities, basilisks had one very common weakness . . . the crowing of a rooster is fatal to them. So if Hagrid raised more chickens and less Blast-Ended Skrewts, things might have gone differently.

[image: ]Aside from Moaning Myrtle, what other magical item ended up in the toilet of the girls bathroom on the second floor?

This question really should have been #1, right? Maybe #2?

Oh well. The answer is Tom Riddle’s diary. But how did a Horcrux end up in the toilet?

Ginny Weasley unknowingly used the cursed diary for its intended purpose—to write about her life. As she spilled her guts to it, the shade of the sixteen-year-old Tom Riddle learned about Harry Potter, and wanted to meet the boy who killed his future self.

When Ginny realized, to her horror, that she may have had something to do with the attacks on the Muggle-born students during her first year at Hogwarts, she deduced the diary was behind it. She tried to get rid of it by flushing it down the toilet. However, it only clogged the plumbing, then washed out and ended up on the floor where Harry found it.

[image: ]

It’s unclear why Ginny thought throwing the diary in the toilet might destroy it (which brings up all kinds of questions about where Hogwarts sewage goes). There was no way she could know that the book was a powerful magical object that contained part of the darkest wizard of all time’s soul in it. You can’t just flush things like that away.

[image: ]If you get a red envelope from a parent or authority figure, should you open it or trash it?

Sadly, neither are good options. You can run but you can’t hide from the magical letters known as Howlers.

Once a Howler is in the possession of its recipient, there’s a limited amount of time they have to open it. The corners begin to smoke and it’s unknown what happens if it gets ignored for too long, but Neville said he put one off and claimed it was “horrible.”

Once opened, it might as well be an explosion, as the high-volume screaming starts. The Howler mimics the sender’s voice and sentiments. When Ron received one after crashing the flying car, the entire hall could hear his mother’s voice bawling him out. In the books, Howlers catch fire and turn to ashes; in the movies, they rip themselves to shreds (as well as give the recipient a raspberry).

Muggles can also be sent Howlers, as Dumbledore sent one to Harry’s aunt Petunia, warning her to “Remember my last!” The message changed her mind about letting Vernon throw Harry out, which kept Harry safe for another year.

So while you may not want a Howler, it’s better to endure it than find out how horrible it can get, the way Neville did.

[image: ]What sort of holistic healing remedies are available to wizards?

While Muggles have to make do with over-the-counter medications, paleo diets, and the like, wizardkind has a much broader (and far more effective) range of healing remedies. There are any number of potions that have different effects (see Strange Brews on page 114). While St. Mungo’s Hospital for Magical Maladies and Injuries provides cutting-edge care, there are also some (usually rarer) things that can help a witch or wizard when injured.

Chocolate performs much the same as Muggle chocolate . . . it tastes great, but also provides an antidote to the despairing effects of encountering a Dementor. Bubotuber pus could be used to treat severe cases of acne, but undiluted, could cause more problems. The episkey spell could handle minor injuries like a broken nose, and a bandaging charm could, well, bandage.

For more serious injuries, such as a poisoning, immediate relief could be found by shoving a bezoar down someone’s throat. A bezoar, a small stone from the stomach of a goat (let’s not ask how that gets in or out), would save someone from almost any poison.

If you were unlucky enough to be attacked by something magically venomous or you were gravely wounded, the tears of a phoenix had the kind of mega-healing properties to save you. Of course, phoenixes are tremendously rare. Plus, the phoenix better like you enough to cry some tears over your injury. So that’s not a remedy you want to count on.

[image: ]For all the dread around the Chamber of Secrets, how many people did the basilisk kill over a fifty-year span?

One. Moaning Myrtle.

Not that it didn’t try to kill others, of course. It’s mentioned there were attacks during the time Tom Riddle was in school and he opened the Chamber. However, those appear to have been similar to the ones on Mrs. Norris the cat, Nearly Headless Nick, Colin Creevey, Justin Finch-Fletchley, Penelope Clearwater, and Hermione Granger—all indirect petrifications that could be reversed (not that Nearly Headless Nick, being a ghost, could die anyway, even when he caught the full force of the basilisk stare).

But Myrtle, crying alone on the toilet after being teased by Olive Hornby about her glasses, was the only one who died from the basilisk’s stare.

What a way (and place) to go.

[image: ]How do you keep your broomstick in shape?

After all, it’s not as though you can take it to a car wash or Muggle detailing shop . . . and that’s probably not good for the bristles!

Fortunately, there are Broomstick Servicing Kits available to care for your broomstick yourself. These can include items such as polish, tail-twig clippers (leading one to wonder if the broom’s enchantments somehow keep the twigs growing, which could lead to increased drag and less aerodynamic performance), accessories such as a clip-on compass, and a “Handbook of Do-It-Yourself Broomcare.” A good handbook will have suggested tips such as A Charm to Cure Reluctant Reversers.

Other recommended activities are keeping your broomstick away from Dementors and Whomping Willows.

[image: ]What misconceptions (okay, out-and-out lies) did the Dursleys tell Aunt Marge about Harry and his parents?

The Dursleys may have had more skill at covering up the truth than Harry had at Quidditch! When Vernon’s sister, Marge, came to visit, they started off by explaining that Harry went to St. Brutus’s Secure Center for Incurably Criminal Boys, a first-rate institution for hopeless cases. While this covered Harry’s time at Hogwarts, Marge, a believer in harsh discipline, wondered if they beat him there. In order to get Vernon to sign his permission slip to go to Hogsmeade, Harry lied as well and said he’d been beaten loads of times.

Marge persisted in her attacks on the character of Harry’s parents. Vernon claimed James didn’t work and was unemployed, and that they died in a car crash. Their slander angered Harry so much, he lost control of his magic. Marge began to swell up like a balloon and she drifted off into the night.

Normally this would have earned him at least a sternly worded letter from the Ministry about underage magic use. At the time, however, Sirius Black was free. As the Ministry thought Sirius was trying to kill Harry, they deferred the strongly worded letter and put Harry up in a room at the Leaky Caudron instead. Marge had to be deflated and her memory wiped.

Which just goes to show that you shouldn’t tell lies, but especially not in front of a wizard.

[image: ]Why was Sirius accused of killing people?

When thirteen Muggles die from a single curse, someone has to be blamed . . . and at the time it did look suspiciously as though Sirius had performed the curse. But things aren’t always what they seem, especially in the Wizarding World.

As Harry learned more about his parents’ time at Hogwarts, he learned Sirius and Professor Lupin had been his father’s best friends. Another boy, Peter Pettigrew, was part of the group, but more of a hanger-on. All three of Lupin’s friends learned to become Animagi (wizards that could transform completely into animals) to keep Lupin safe in his werewolf form. Peter’s form was that of . . . a rat, which makes complete sense.

Years later, Pettigrew began spying on the Order of the Phoenix, believing Voldemort’s eventual domination was inevitable. He became the Secret Keeper for the Potters’ location, instead of Sirius, who suspected there was a spy among them and thought Peter would be a less obvious choice. Peter promptly gave Voldemort the information on where to find James and Lily Potter and the newborn Harry. After their deaths and when Voldemort’s body was destroyed, Pettigrew ran and hid.
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Sirius tracked him down, furious at Pettigrew’s actions. Before Sirius could attack, Pettigrew yelled that Sirius had betrayed James and Lily, and cast a curse with his wand behind his back. It killed everyone within twenty feet. Peter cut off his own finger, left it in the rubble, and escaped into the sewer with the other rats. Thus, it appeared as though Sirius (who anyone would have guessed had been the Potters’ Secret Keeper, and also came from a family mostly aligned with Death Eaters) had gone mad and killed not only one of his friends but two.

While Sirius’s innocence was finally proven by Harry and his friends, the rest of the Wizarding World kept hunting him until his death.

[image: ]What are some signs to help someone recognize a werewolf?

Sure, if their five-o’clock shadow shows up by 10 am, that person might be a werewolf. But don’t call the Department for the Regulation and Control of Magical Creatures before you check out a few other things first.

If a person is always ill or keeps to themselves during the full moon, that person may be a werewolf. Someone that likes their steaks on the extra-rare side may also be a werewolf. Another good sign is if they face a Boggart and the Boggart takes the form of a full moon.

It was the Boggart and tracking Lupin’s illnesses that led Hermione to realize he was a werewolf, or lycanthrope. She also had read how werewolves could be distinguished from true wolves by having a different snout.

However they are distinguished, werewolves in their human form have a rough time in the Wizarding World. There is a distinct prejudice against them, though they have no control over what they do while in their wolf state. Snape was able to brew a potion that helped Lupin lessen the aggressive, killer instincts during his transformations. However, there is no cure for lycanthropy (or for being a jerk, in Snape’s case).

Because of the prejudice faced in their human forms, many werewolves sided with Lord Voldemort in his second rise to power, believing they would have a better life under his rule. Fenrir Greyback, in particular, sought to bite as many children as possible during those dark times to create more werewolves that he could control.

It’s lucky for Bill Weasley that Fenrir attacked him while still in his human form. Instead of becoming a werewolf himself, Bill had some serious scars and started liking the aforementioned very rare steaks.

[image: ]What’s the difference between a werewolf and an Animagus?

The biggest difference, of course, is that Animagi (Animaguses? Nah, it’s Animagi) can change into an animal and back into a human whenever they want. Werewolves change once a month and have no control.

Animagi seem to have no control over the type of animal they become. It may be, like Patronuses, it has to do with their personalities. Sirius Black became a dog, James Potter a stag (like his Patronus), and Peter Pettigrew a sneaky rat. Professor McGonagall could transform into a dignified cat, and Rita Skeeter into a beetle. Which totally tracks.

In order to ensure Animagi didn’t do exactly what Rita did (sneak around and spy on people), or Peter (frame someone else for the murder of thirteen Muggles), the Ministry of Magic required all Animagi to be on the Animagus Registry. As James Potter and his friends never did this (rules were made to be broken, they’d no doubt say), it allowed Peter to later frame Sirius and live for twelve years as a rat, eventually becoming a pet of the Weasleys. Considering the impoverished circumstances the Weasleys lived in, it’s hoped Pettigrew’s life there contained little to no cheese.

Rita Skeeter used her abilities to help write salacious articles about Harry and Dumbledore. To punish her, Hermione trapped her in a jar while in her beetle form, and kept her for several days. She made Skeeter promise not to write horrible things about people for a year. While it may have lasted exactly 365 days, between the time Dumbledore died and Bill and Fleur’s wedding, Rita had produced a whole (not very nice) book called The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore.

Some Animagi never learn.

[image: ]I just saw a spooky dog. Do I need to worry about this Grim business?

Professor Trelawney aside, no one really believes this Grim stuff. Well, almost no one. Okay, lots of wizards and witches do, but it’s totally not real. We promise.

Legends of a spectral dog that portends death, or a Grim, crop up even in Muggle legends, especially in Europe (though they don’t call it that). In America, our omens are more apt to be about a black cat, a comet, or possibly a reality TV star.

Ron claimed his uncle saw the Grim before he died. Hermione pointed out it could have been that he died of fright because of the Grim sighting and not that it was an omen of coming death. Hermione’s stance was echoed by a clerk at Flourish and Blotts, who told Harry not to read the book Death Omens: What to Do When You Know the Worst Is Coming, as it would make you see death omens everywhere.

Unfortunately for Harry, the Grim he was seeing wasn’t an omen of his death, but actually (when not simply his imagination or the tea leaves Professor Trelawney claimed were a Grim) his godfather, Sirius Black, following him. While Sirius didn’t mean Harry harm, it certainly didn’t help Harry to keep seeing a black dog all the time, right after he’d learned what a Grim was.

While divinity and prophecies are quite real in the Wizarding World, and one should always keep an open mind, it’s unlikely Grims are coming to tell you that your death is imminent. But it could be an unregistered Animagus.

[image: ]

[image: ]What stops does the Knight Bus make?

Anywhere a witch or wizard in trouble needs it to!

The Knight Bus is a triple-decker bus that, thanks to its enchantments, Muggles can’t see . . . even if it’s squeezing in between two Muggle buses and going in the wrong direction. Whenever a wizard needs emergency transport, they can stick their wand out and the Knight Bus will be summoned. Harry did this accidentally near the Dursleys’ home, and was able to get a ride to the Leaky Cauldron. It was one of the more harrowing transports Harry’d taken and that’s saying something after a flying car and a mix-up with Floo Powder that sent him to Knockturn Alley.

The magic of the bus allows it to go incredibly fast and (thankfully) stop on a dime. As mentioned way back on page 66, Ernie is not the best driver. The bus is also filled with beds that are in no way bolted down so that as Ernie speeds up or slams on the brakes, the beds go skidding around.

The conductor of the Knight Bus was Stan Shunpike, an outgoing and inquisitive man. He met Harry several times, and during Voldemort’s second rise to power in the Wizarding World, was arrested for claiming to know of the Death Eaters’ plans. It seems unlikely Stan was truly a Death Eater. He ended up spending time in Azkaban for what was most likely an attempt to make himself seem important. He appeared to be under the Imperius Curse when Harry last saw him, after Harry left the Dursleys for the last time.

It’s hoped he returned to the Knight Bus after Voldemort was destroyed. After all, Ernie definitely needs an extra pair of eyes on the road.

[image: ]Why can’t Harry do magic outside of Hogwarts?

After all, how are you supposed to get better if you don’t practice?

The International Statute of Wizarding Secrecy was crucial to concealing the Wizarding World from the Muggle world. After all, what a Muggle doesn’t see, they can’t worry about and possibly persecute, as they did in the Middle Ages. Underage wizards were forbidden to do magic outside of school mainly for this reason, to avoid accidentally revealing the existence of magic to Muggles.

To that end, young witches and wizards had a charm on them called the Trace. The Trace alerted the Ministry if a magical child performed magic, though it was not always a precise reading. When Dobby used magic to drop a cake on one of the Dursleys’ guests, the Ministry believed Harry had performed the charm. They sent him a warning from the Improper Use of Magic Office. He was also nearly expelled when he summoned a Patronus to protect Dudley and himself from Dementors, though there is a clear loophole in the Statute for life-threatening situations.

There seemed to be some leeway for studying, however. The movies showed Harry performing the lumos spell under his blankets at night for practice. Perhaps minor spells like that are allowed, or Hollywood simply took some liberties. You know how those Muggle producers can be.

[image: ]Why is Azkaban somewhere you don’t want to go?

The name alone is foreboding enough, but when you consider the inmates mostly go mad within weeks of imprisonment . . . well, that alone seems to be a good reason to stay on the side of magical law and order.

The prison is on an unplottable (meaning spells keep it from being mapped) island in the North Sea, far from any other landmass. Even if one could get past the soul- and emotion-stealing Dementors guarding the island, crossing an ocean without a wand is a tough thing to do. For many years, the only people to ever escape Azkaban were Barty Crouch Jr. (through the aid of his father and dying mother, who took his place) and Sirius Black.

However, just before the Ministry of Magic fell under the control of the Death Eaters, Voldemort’s followers engineered a mass breakout of many of their imprisoned colleagues. Despite the surge of escapes, the threat of Azkaban remained strong for many people.

Sirius managed to stay sane in two ways. He knew he was innocent, and even the despair-inducing presence of the Dementors couldn’t take that from him. Since Dementors had trouble sensing animal emotions, whenever he transformed into a dog, Sirius was able to retain many of his faculties. He felt he had no reason to escape until he learned that Peter Pettigrew was still alive. Then he used his Animagus abilities to escape, to find and try to kill his traitorous ex-friend.

[image: ]Just how awful are Dementors?

Imagine your worst nightmare. Maybe it’s snakes crawling on you, or you’re falling, or you’re trapped in an elevator with a seven-year-old who wants to tell you the “plot” of every cartoon he’s ever watched.

Now imagine it going on and on. And on. AND ON. And there is no hope it will ever get better. In fact, hope drains from you like a chocolate frog melting in the Mojave Desert sun, unable to ever re-form. It seeps away until it evaporates and all that’s left is the ghostly memory of chocolate.

And that’s not even the WORST thing a Dementor can do to you!

Lupin described them as the “foulest creatures to walk the earth,” and he wasn’t wrong (except they glide; they don’t walk). The hooded, spectral creatures with really poor nail hygiene feed off the positive emotions in a person. They bring a cold chill wherever they go (so cold it can freeze plants and windows) and suck the life out of any human they can. While wizards are aware of Dementors (and avoid them), even the rare Muggle has encountered them—including Dudley Dursley.

As guards at Azkaban, they are brutally effective. Imagine all your good memories fading. Imagine the only thing you can remember is that embarrassing time you farted during that job interview you really wanted and you couldn’t make them believe it was the noise of the chair. Your sanity might start slipping away and you would have trouble coming up with escape plans too.

But the worst thing a Dementor could do was to kiss you. Not because they had gross tongues (but it’s for sure they did), but the Dementor’s Kiss would siphon the soul from a person . . . leaving the body as a husk, the soul sucked away. A horrifying fate, so when confronted with Dementors, the best thing is to brush up on your Patronus charm, or have some chocolate.

[image: ]

[image: ]Is now a good time to talk about wizarding candy?

After talking about Dementors? Absolutely!

Chocolate helps restore a person’s emotions after a Dementor encounter (chocolate is magic in the Wizarding OR Muggle world), but other wizarding candy takes that Wonka guy’s inventiveness to a whole new level. From the more ordinary Jelly Slugs and licorice wands (licorice shaped like wands . . . though isn’t MOST licorice fairly wand shaped?) to the magic chocolate frogs that were enchanted to have at least one good jump in them, wizarding candy has all sorts of fun and sometimes gross (but useful) purposes.

Of course, there were the Every Flavor Beans, but there were also Canary Creams that briefly turned you into a large canary, acid pops that could burn a hole in your tongue (who created that one?), and sugar quills that students could suck on in class.

It was the Weasley twins, Fred and George, who turned their ingenuity into sweets that could get one out of class. With their Skiving Snackboxes (skiving, for non-Brits, means “avoid”), they created a range of candies that could temporarily make you sick so you could skive off classes.

Some of their hit candies included:

Fainting Fancies

Fever Fudge

Puking Pastilles

Nosebleed Nougat

We’ll stick to the Canary Creams and be glad there’s no COVID Custards.



LIKE TAKING WIZARDING CANDY FROM A BABY

Fizzing Whizzbees—Their taste will float you off the ground!

Drooble’s Best Blowing Gum—They don’t pop for days.

Acid Pops—Again . . . who invented these???

Blood-Flavored Lollipop—For vampires only.

Crystallized Pineapple—A favorite of Professor Slughorn.

Cockroach Clusters—No. Just no.

Ice Mice—Why would you want your teeth to chatter and squeak?

Pepper Imps—Breathe fire for your friends!

Peppermint Toad—Never stops hopping.

Pumpkin Pasties—Sometimes the simple sweets are the most popular.

Sugar Quill—Aids in the thinking process.

Toothflossing Stringmints—Treats only a dentist can love.





[image: ]What’s the etiquette for meeting a hippogriff?

As with meeting anyone new, politeness is key. It’s even more key with hippogriffs, since those talons hurt, as Hagrid pointed out. Also, hippogriffs, for all the wings, beaks, and painful talons, are proud and easily offended. You might even say they are a bit sensitive. So you don’t want to insult them. At all.

When approaching a hippogriff, you need to maintain eye contact with it at all times and try not to blink too much. Bow to it and wait for it to make the first move. If it bows to you, then things are cool. You can approach it, pet it, and perhaps even ride it. Since hippogriffs can fly, you’ll need to be careful. They don’t appreciate their feathers being pulled, but once you’re on their back, there’s not much there to hold on to except feathers.

Draco Malfoy got a taste of hippogriff talons when he insulted Buckbeak the hippogriff. That suggests the hippogriff either understood what Draco said or reacted to the insulting tone of voice Draco used (which is pretty much his only tone of voice). This resulted in Draco’s father complaining to the Ministry and arranging for Buckbeak to be executed. Harry (who we’ll point out had followed the rules of hippogriff etiquette, and received no injuries from Buckbeak) and Hermione were able to rescue him from the executioner’s axe. The hippogriff then helped them rescue Sirius Black and allowed Sirius to escape the Ministry by flying him away from Hogwarts. While Sirius and Buckbeak remained fugitives until Sirius’s death, Buckbeak remained loyal to him until the end, proving the power of politeness . . . and of sharp talons.

[image: ]How smart are animals in the Wizarding World?

Like wizards, it varies. Many magical creatures appear to have greater intelligence than others, and some . . . it’s hard to tell.

Putting aside Animagi, who retain most, if not all, of their human intelligence, some animals are allowed as pets at Hogwarts, such as owls, cats, rats, and toads. The Prisoner of Azkaban film showed toads croaking along as the school choir, so it can be assumed they are trainable to a degree, though Neville’s toad Trevor never before seemed interested in learning anything.

Cat intelligence is subject to debate in the Muggle world, as well as the Wizarding World. Hermione’s cat, Crookshanks, constantly chased Ron’s rat, Scabbers. While this appears to be normal behavior for cats, it became apparent Crookshanks was fixated on Scabbers above all else. Even Ron was convinced Crookshanks knew what they were saying when they discussed Scabbers. Since Scabbers was revealed to be the Animagus Peter Pettigrew, it seems likely Crookshanks could sense or knew that it wasn’t a true rat and one that definitely wasn’t to be trusted.

Alternatively, Crookshanks actively helped Sirius Black in his Animagus dog form, stealing the Gryffindor passwords for him and protecting him from Harry’s attack in the Shrieking Shack. That is NOT normal behavior for cats, who don’t typically do things for dogs, except swat at them. Sirius remarked Crookshanks was the most intelligent of his kind.
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Hedwig the owl (indeed, all owls) had both intelligence and the uncanny ability to find whoever she was sent to. Owls are able to understand wizards when asked to deliver packages and letters (and are strong enough to carry items as heavy as a broomstick) though, as they age, some, like the Weasley family owl, Errol, have trouble seeing and successfully completing their tasks. Hedwig was so devoted to Harry that she gave her life to protect him from Death Eaters when he left the Dursleys’ home for the last time.

In the wild, the intelligence of creatures runs the gamut. Some creatures such as Cornish pixies and Grindylows clearly have intelligence and may have some type of language. Acromantulas, among other creatures, can speak and converse. Then there are many beasts, such as Blast-Ended Skrewts and flobberworms, with little to no intelligence.

Still, as the hippogriffs (hopefully) taught Draco, it’s good to be polite to ALL creatures—whether they understand it or not.

[image: ]Why IS Divination such a woolly discipline?

Professor McGonagall held the belief that Divination was the most imprecise branch of magic and she may be right. But don’t blame Professor Trelawney. It’s just that predicting the future really is . . . unpredictable!

While most people look at Sybil Trelawney as somewhat of a . . . lovable fraud, she actually does have the gift of Second Sight. She was the great-great-granddaughter of noted seer Cassandra Trelawney, though Sybil admitted that the ability to see with the Inner Eye did skip a generation or three sometimes. In Professor Trelawney’s case, she made a lot of predictions that failed to come true, but when she did make a correct one, she could knock it out of the park.

She often (often may not be the word . . . almost daily may be better!) predicted the death of a student, which never happened. However, she correctly predicted to Harry (whom she devoted many of her fatal predictions to) the return of Lord Voldemort’s servant, Peter Pettigrew. Some of her more mundane predictions, such as Neville breaking a teacup, came true, but could have been simply due to his nervousness, creating a self-fulfilling prophecy.

Which ultimately creates the wooliness of Divination. Even when Professor Trelawney genuinely accessed her Inner Eye, there were possibilities that left things very open to interpretation. In fact, her most accurate prophecy is a perfect example.

It was during her job interview with Professor Dumbledore, as he was about to tell her she didn’t get the job, that she entered a trance and made the prophecy that someone was about to be born that could defeat Lord Voldemort. However, the prophecy could have applied to either of two people. When Snape told Voldemort of the prediction, Voldemort interpreted it to be one person, setting into motion a chain of events. However, had he chosen someone else, things could have been different.

Centaurs also practice Divination, though their methods are quite different. They view humans as unable to see past their own limitations and so they focus on “fortune-telling,” whereas centaurs study the skies and it may take ten years to be sure of what they see there.

Of course, lots of predictions can come true in ten years.

[image: ]How did Hermione manage all those classes in her third year?

Even the cleverest witch of her age shoudn’t have been able to take all those classes. Was she running really fast from class to class? Did Dumbledore allow her to apparate from class to class? Neither would explain how she could be in some classes that were held at the same time.

No, only one thing allowed Hermione to attend Arithmancy and Care of Magical Creatures at the same time—the extremely helpful, but highly-regulated, Time-Turner. Professor McGonagall and Professor Dumbledore wouldn’t let just any student, no matter how advanced or eager to learn, use such a powerful magical object. Hermione had to promise never to tell anyone how she was getting to all of her classes. So when she would suddenly appear behind Ron or Harry, it was often a surprise to her friends.

Time-Turners could be dangerous to witches and wizards who used them. Those who meddled with time could not only create paradoxes, but also drive themselves mad, or even kill their past or future selves. That’s a pretty brutal way to die! Hence the need for secrecy. It’s not known if the Time-Turner places physical stress on a person, but the added workload Hermione Granger underwent during her third year of Hogwarts definitely added some mental and emotional stress.
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Ultimately, she dropped Divination and Muggle Studies (an odd class to make Muggle-borns take anyway) to lighten her load. She revealed the use of the Time-Turner to Harry at Dumbledore’s suggestion and they were able to use it to save not only Sirius Black, but Buckbeak. It also let Hermione get a look at what her hair looked like from behind, which many of us wonder, but don’t really want to know.

[image: ]What does what the Boggart shows you say about you?

Since they reveal your worst fear, you don’t want to face a Boggart in front of someone who would use that against you. Still, it’s hopeful that you learn to overcome your fear while facing it, but it’s probably better not to face one in front of somebody like Draco. Boggarts are strange shape-shifting creatures, and while it’s not known what they get out of assuming a person’s worst fears, they’re still not a thing you want to encounter by yourself or without the proper spell.

No one know what a Boggart looks like in its natural state (perhaps what it itself fears?), but once it encounters a person, it takes the form of that person’s fear. There are several defenses against a Boggart.

Being with one or more people during the encounter will confuse a Boggart as it attempts to take on two fearful forms at once—unless the people share a fear, which is unlikely. The results are typically not frightening.

However, the charm that is most effective against them is riddikulus. This, combined with an image of something . . . well, ridiculous, will transform the Boggart’s shape further into something its intended victim can laugh at. This repels the Boggart. Professor Lupin taught his class the riddikulus charm and most everyone was able to successfully perform it and ridicule the Boggart.

Lupin prevented Harry from trying, however, assuming incorrectly that Harry’s worst fear would be Voldemort and Lupin thought that would be too much for the class to handle. Harry later revealed his fear was another Dementor attack, which Lupin applauded as being wise, as it symbolized fearing fear itself.

Hermione also didn’t get a chance to repel the creature, leading Ron to wonder what her fear would be—possibly homework that got a nine instead of a ten, which probably symbolizes . . . well, we’re not sure what that symbolizes, which means we are getting a one instead of a ten.



WHAT GIVES YOU GOOSE BUMPS?

Harry—Dementors

Ron—Spiders

Neville—Snape

Parvati—Mummy

Seamus—Banshee

Dean—Severed hand

Lupin—Full moon

Padma—Snake

Molly Weasley—Death of family and friends 





[image: ]How good of a Potions Master was Snape?

Like him or not, you had to hand it to Severus Snape—he was bloody good at potions. He may have wanted be the Defense Against the Dark Arts professor, but the years he spent studying and teaching potions gave him considerable skill in the field.

While his claims to his first-year classes to be able to “bottle fame, brew glory, and even put a stopper in death” may have been a stretch, he wasn’t far off. Snape appeared passionate about potions, claiming it was a subtle science and an art. His passion may also have come from his unrequited love of Lily Potter, who Potions Master Horace Slughorn claimed was also quite talented at potions.

Snape, at Dumbledore’s request, grudgingly brewed the potion to help Lupin control his werewolf form each month during Lupin’s tenure as a Hogwarts professor, and the potion is particularly complex. Snape also brewed Veritaserum several times while Harry was at school, a potion that forced the drinker to tell the truth. While the use of Veritaserum is strictly regulated by the Ministry, Snape nevertheless once threatened to use it on Harry.

During his student days, Snape was quite innovative as well as experimental. He filled his copy of Advanced Potion-Making with notes and tips that were often more effective than the instructions within the textbook itself. He also invented several charms such as muffliato and sectumsempra. After he left the position of Potions Master, he left the book behind and, ironically, Harry used it to make himself a star potions student during his sixth year.



STRANGE BREWS

Aging Potion—Won’t help you enter the Triwizard Tournament.

Amortentia—Love . . . for a while.

Blood-Replenishing Potion—Doesn’t sound like fun.

Boil Cure Potion—Simple enough for even Neville. Oh, wait . . .

Doxycide—To get rid of those pests.

Draught of Living Death—For a really good night’s sleep.

Elixir of Life—Helps you YOLO for longer.

Murtlap Essence—For those quill-inflicted injuries.

Polyjuice Potion—Lets you be somebody else . . . except don’t be a cat.

Skele-Gro—For when you need to regrow a bone or twenty.

Veritaserum—Better than a lie detector.





[image: ]What opens up when you solemnly swear you’re up to no good?

Define “no good.”

James Potter, Sirius Black, Remus Lupin, and Peter Pettigrew, during their time at Hogwarts, were informally known as the Marauders. It’s unclear if many people called them that, or they felt particularly like raiders and thought they could make the name “happen.” They broke school rules frequently, and James in particular could be a bully—especially to classmate Severus Snape.

The tight-knit group of friends enchanted a map of Hogwarts that could show where every person (living or ghostly) was in the castle, as well as show the seven secret entrances and exits to the castle. It did not, however, show the Chamber of Secrets or the Room of Requirement.

They named it the Marauder’s Map and signed it as being presented by Messrs. Moony, Wormtail, Padfoot, and Prongs—their nicknames based on their Animagi (and werewolf) forms. To activate the map, one tapped it with a wand and claimed, “I solemnly swear that I am up to no good.” The blank parchment would then reveal the map of the castle and all those within it. To wipe the parchment once used, the user needed to tap it and say, “Mischief managed.”

The map was powerful enough to resist charms that might otherwise reveal its secrets, and when Snape tried to perform such a charm, it began writing insulting comments about him from the Marauders. The map came in handy to Harry many times over the years, but when he first received it from Fred and George Weasley (who’d stolen it from Mr. Filch, who confiscated it long ago) he had no idea Prongs was his father, James.
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[image: ]Why did students love to go to Hogsmeade?

Let’s face it—living in a magic castle is cool and all, but after weeks of study you’ll want to take a break somewhere else besides the Great Hall. You might want to see some different scenery, have some tea, maybe pick up some new robes, or visit Zonko’s Joke Shop. Third-year students and up, with permission slips, could visit Hogsmeade, the nearest town to Hogwarts, on weekends.

Like any college town (if your college town was located near a school of witchcraft and wizardry), there were magical stores and businesses that catered to students as well as locals. The old-fashioned town was said to look like a “Christmas card” in the winter, with snow lying on the thatched roofs.

Harry was unable to get his permission slip signed by the Dursleys the first year he was eligible for Hogsmeade weekends, but thanks to the Marauder’s Map and his invisibility cloak, he managed trips there anyway. When he discovered Sirius Black was his godfather, he got permission and was able to visit often.

Many of his visits were simply for socializing and fun, and once for an ill-fated date with Cho Chang. However, when the idea for Dumbledore’s Army came about, the students interested in joining gathered at the Hog’s Head pub for their first meeting. Hog’s Head later became an ancillary base of operations for Dumbledore’s Army after Death Eaters took over the school. A portrait of Ariana Dumbledore connected the Hog’s Head pub to the Room of Requirement, allowing students and members of the Order of the Phoenix to travel back and forth.

[image: ]How important is it to keep a secret in the Wizarding World?

Depending on the situation, it could mean life or death, especially if those involved are under the Fidelius Charm.

The complex magical spell of the Fidelius Charm allowed the total and impenetrable concealment of a secret inside the living soul of its Secret Keeper. In the case of Harry’s parents, their location was hidden from everyone, and even if a person seeking them—say a certain Dark Lord looking to kill their newborn son—had his nose pressed against the glass of their living room window, he would never find them. Unless, of course, the Secret Keeper told him where to look.

Which, unfortunately, is what happened. Torture, coercive spells, or potions can’t force a Keeper to reveal the secret; it has to be voluntary. This makes what Peter Pettigrew did all the more heinous. While Sirius Black was the more obvious choice to be the Secret Keeper of the Potters’ location, he felt it was too obvious and he convinced Peter to be the Keeper instead. Sadly, no one suspected that Pettigrew, convinced of Voldemort’s eventual victory, would betray the Potters like the rat he was.

When a person’s Animagus form shows you what they are, pay attention.

[image: ]Did Harry ever pay for his own broomstick?

Not while he was in school!

Harry went from living in a closet to discovering his parents had left him a vault full of gold. It’s not clear how much money they left him (or even how James and Lily had so much money), but it was enough so that when Harry won one thousand Galleons for the Triwizard Tournament, he gave it away.

When Professor McGonagall tapped Harry to become the Seeker, he received an anonymous gift of a Nimbus 2000 broom right before his first Quidditch match. He owned the Nimbus for two years, until his encounter with a Dementor during a match caused him to fall and the broom to be smashed to bits by the Whomping Willow.

That year, the new and faster Firebolts were released. Harry longed for one, but suspected it would clear all the gold out of his vault to buy one. However, he received one for Christmas that following year. Since it had been sent anonymously (from Sirius, who at the time was still a wanted criminal), Professor McGonagall confiscated the broom for weeks until Madam Hooch and Professor Flitwick could strip it down and ensure it was jinx- or curse-free.
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Harry used that broom (which was again briefly confiscated during Professor Umbridge’s reign of terror—uh, we mean reign as Hogwarts High Inquisitor) until the night he left the Dursleys’ home for good. He lost hold of the broom, and it fell to Earth.

It’s unknown if Harry got another broom (or indeed got to go back to Hogwarts the next year to finish school and play a final season of Quidditch), but he can probably afford his own now . . . if he isn’t in debt paying for his two sons’ brooms.

[image: ]What do you need to make a Patronus?

Almost the same thing Wendy and the kids needed to combine with Tinkerbell’s pixie dust to fly—happy thoughts. Well, and a wand.

A Patronus is powerful protective magic, capable of repelling the emotion-sucking powers of a Dementor. In casting the spell, the wizard has to fill himself completely with a happy memory, a time they felt happier than any other. Once the Patronus charm is cast, the happy memory fuels it, shielding the caster from the onslaught of a Dementor.

A Patronus can also be used for emergency long-distance communication. When the Ministry of Magic fell, Kingsley Shacklebolt was able to send his Patronus to Bill and Fleur’s wedding, where the majority of the Order of the Phoenix had gathered, to warn them of imminent attack.

There are two versions of a Patronus—incorporeal and corporeal. Basically, one is non-animal shaped (emanating like a disc or concentric rings) and the other takes the semisolid form of an animal. The form taken isn’t chosen by a witch or wizard, but rather is dependent on their personalities. These are more powerful and more effective at warding off creatures like Dementors.

It becomes more difficult to cast when a happy memory can’t be focused on, such as during a stressful state (say, when the greatest dark wizard of all time is shooting curses at you) or you have been wearing a Horcrux that is negatively impacting your emotional state. Nevertheless, practice helps.

Patronuses are extremely advanced charms, and Harry Potter is perhaps the only wizard known to be able to produce a corporeal version at the age of thirteen. Of course, with all the dark wizards and creatures chasing him, he had some incentive.



EXPECTO PATRONUSES!

James Potter—Stag

Harry Potter—Ditto

Dumbledore—Phoenix

McGonagall—Cat

Umbridge—Also a cat . . . so awkward!

Hermione—Otter

Ron—Dog

Luna—Rabbit

Snape—Doe (because he loved Lily)

Kingsley—Lynx

Ginny—Horse




[image: ]Why would an innocent wizard spend twelve years as a rat?

Answer: They wouldn’t.

Sure, it’s possible they would. If Peter Pettigrew were really innocent and so scared Sirius might escape Azkaban (which had never happened before) to track him down and kill him, sure, he might stay a rat. He might even think to himself, “What is the best wizarding family I can live with to stay protected from a madman like Sirius Black?” and then decide to live with . . . the Weasleys.

It’s possible. It’s just not bloody likely. Pettigrew was an opportunist who didn’t seem to care what wizarding family he stayed with, as he hid from both Voldemort’s followers and anyone who thought he might have something to do with the Potters’ deaths. He happened into Percy Weasley’s care, and when Ron took possession of him, he saw the chance to bring Harry to Voldemort (though, even then, he waited until he was sure Voldemort would rise to power again).

Even though rats normally live only a couple of years, Pettigrew didn’t bother to cover his tracks and go to a different family after a few years. He kept living as a rat with the Weasleys far longer than a normal rat could. He managed just fine as a rat, until Crookshanks and Harry both discovered he was more than he appeared.

Though, in many ways, he was less than he appeared—not a good human and not even a good rat. Pettigrew later sacrificed his own hand as part of the ritual to allow Voldemort’s physical form to be reborn and Voldemort replaced it with a silver hand. That metal hand proved to be Pettigrew’s final undoing.

So would an innocent wizard live as a rat for twelve years?

Final answer: No. Unless their soul was pretty ratlike to begin with.

[image: ]Is Harry a magnet for trouble?

We’d like to say no, but over the years numerous wizards, creatures, Dark Lords, and others have tried to kill, maim, or seriously injure Harry—and that’s not even counting Dobby!

From the moment Lord Voldemort attacked when Harry was an infant, Harry’s been subjected to numerous attacks, jinxes, curses, blundering teachers, werewolf teachers, impersonating teachers, all the Death Eaters, Grindylows, giant Wizard’s Chess sets, Blast-Ended Skrewts, duels, sadistic punishments, acromantulas, Whomping Willows, Hagrid’s pets, dragons, a different werewolf, giants, Devil’s Snare . . . the list really does go on and on.

From jinxed brooms to Dark Lords, though, no one ever managed to take him out. Sure, he suffered an arm without bones, a cracked skull, bleeding hand from a cursed quill, the Cruciatus Curse, and numerous other injuries, but always managed to bounce back without damage.

Well, except for that scar.

[image: ]Is honesty the best policy?

Absolutely. That’s what our parents taught us. Sure, sometimes you probably shouldn’t tell someone their hair looks horrible or anything. Or tell Snape that you’re out of bed at night because you’re searching for a wizard that’s been presumed dead for over a decade that you think you saw on a magical map of the castle. But for the most part, being honest is the right policy.

[image: ]

Harry found this out in an unusual way after he got home to the Dursleys after his third year at school. The fact that Sirius, his godfather, was a wanted criminal, a “known” serial killer, and was now in constant contact with Harry proved to be advantageous. Whenever the Dursleys tried to bully Harry or keep him from doing something, he only had to casually drop Sirius’s name, and Vernon would let Harry do whatever he wanted.

Well, within reason. He was still a Dursley.

[image: ]Aside from Quidditch, what are some other wizarding games and hobbies?

Wizards entertain themselves the same way Muggles do . . . Netflix and chill, going dancing, or hobbies like crossword puzzles.

Okay, not the Netflix and chill part. But for the creative (or bored) witch or wizard, there are any number of magical games or hobbies to take part in.



WIZARDING PASTIMES

Exploding Snap—A card game that can singe your fingers.

Collecting Chocolate Frog Cards—Apparently Dumbledore is a common card.

Wizard’s Chess—Like Muggle chess . . . but with more violent pieces. Comes in extra-large size too.

Gobstones—Like marbles, only the stones squirt nasty-smelling liquid in your opponents’ faces.

De-gnoming—Pick up a gnome and swing it around until it’s dizzy, then toss. Also, gnomes can be great tree ornaments!

Magical Symbols Game—A game in the Daily Prophet. Probably not like the lottery.

Concerts & Music—The Weird Sisters were weirdly popular during Harry’s time at Hogwarts.

Knitting—If you’re Hermione and trying to free house-elves.

Inventing spells—If you’re Snape and hate people. 





[image: ]Who would create a dancing feet spell?

Someone that really likes dancing.

Witches or wizards that liked to experiment could create new spells, though it could sometimes be dangerous. Luna Lovegood’s mother died while experimenting with spells, while Severus Snape came up with several useful spells while a student at Hogwarts.

It’s assumed that new spells are created by combinations or alterations of existing spells. For example, levicorpus and liberacorpus share root words, as well as opposing effects.

The tarantallegra charm worked on a person’s legs, causing them to kick and jerk wildly, as though performing a crazy dance. You could use it to make a witch or wizard look foolish, but also to incapacitate an opponent. After all, unless dancing was your happy memory, it would be hard to concentrate enough to cast a Shield Charm, much less a Patronus.

On the other hand, having someone watching you make an idiot of yourself on the dance floor might allow them to form a full and very amused Patronus.

[image: ]Can’t Harry use some magic ointment for that scar when it burns?

Unfortunately, there’s no over-the-counter cream for curse scars. This type of particular magical injury doesn’t respond to any magical remedies. Harry’s distinguishing feature, a lightning-bolt-shaped scar on his forehead, was left over from the attack Voldemort made on him when he was a baby in a crib. We should pause to mull over exactly how evil someone has to be to plan to murder a toddler so that his rise to power can’t be potentially stopped by said toddler one day. During his time at Hogwarts, Harry’s scar began to occasionally burn or sting. It soon became clear that it was connected with Voldemort’s activities in some way. As time passed, Harry came to understand that the scar’s pain was part of the connection between him and Voldemort that was forged during that fateful attack in his crib.

Their minds had been linked. Harry began to sense when he was in danger from Voldemort or his Death Eaters, and then he began to experience flashes of emotion and even dreams or visions of Voldemort’s activities—sort of his own personal “Voldemort sense.” One of the first times it happened, he saw the death of the aged Muggle caretaker of the abandoned Riddle manor. Another time, Harry saw Arthur Weasley being attacked by Nagini as it was happening. The creepy part for Harry was, he saw it from Nagini’s point of view and felt the viciousness of attacking Mr. Weasley.

At first, Voldemort seemed unaware of the link, but once he was, he used it to his advantage. It was a false vision of Sirius, trapped in the Department of Mysteries, that led Harry and his friends there in Voldemort’s attempt to retrieve the prophecy. After Voldemort’s ultimate defeat, the scar stopped hurting.

So now maybe Harry can get some laser surgery to get rid of it.

[image: ]How much are these wizards learning in Muggle Studies?

Clearly not enough about how many stamps it takes to mail a letter.

Whatever they teach in Muggle Studies, it wasn’t enough for Arthur Weasley. His fascination with Muggles was almost as intense as Hermione’s obsession with grades. Arthur thoroughly enjoyed his job in the Misuse of Muggle Artifacts Office, experimented with enchanting Muggle items (like his flying car), and constantly marveled at Muggle ingenuity. He was thrilled to meet Hermione’s parents, since he had lots of questions for them about the Muggle world. He probably had a fit when the first smartphones were introduced!

For all that, however, there seemed to be basic concepts that even a Muggle aficionado like Arthur couldn’t grasp. Simple concepts like rubber ducks, Muggle money, how to use the subway, and how many stamps a simple letter took didn’t seem to be taught in a standard Muggle Studies class at Hogwarts. The Weasleys once sent Harry an envelope completely covered in stamps, which aroused suspicion with the Dursleys’ postman.

Of course, when Death Eaters took over Hogwarts, the curriculum changed drastically. Alecto Carrow taught Muggle Studies with a focus on how Muggles weren’t as good as wizards and how the natural order of wizard supremacy should be reestablished. Thankfully for us Muggles, the classes have gone back to more normal subjects. Now if they can just get stamps right . . .

[image: ]Can Muggles visit the Wizarding World?

As Ron pointed out, if wizards hadn’t married Muggles, the wizarding race would have died out long ago. So some Muggles are clearly getting asked on dates to Madam Puddifoot’s Tea Shop once in a while.

Some witches and wizards hid their abilities during courtship to avoid awkward questions. Some were downright sneaky about it. Tom Riddle’s mother utilized magic to make her husband love her. This didn’t end well, as he immediately left her once she stopped using magic on him. Seamus Finnigan’s mother didn’t tell his father she was a witch until after their marriage, which came as a bit of a shock to him.
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Once a magical child is born to Muggle parents, such as Hermione Granger, there has to be some leeway under the International Statute of Wizarding Secrecy, since you can’t just hide the truth from a witch’s parents (at least not very well!). While Lily Potter’s Muggle parents seemed pleased to learn she was a witch, her sister, Petunia, thought of her as a freak.

Hermione’s parents came with her to Diagon Alley, and Arthur Weasley insisted they go to tea together. However, Hogwarts didn’t appear to have PTA meetings that Muggles could attend (or would that be WTA, for Witch/Wizard-Teacher Association?), and it didn’t look as though Muggle parents were invited to their children’s Quidditch matches.

In America, MACUSA discouraged relationships between wizardkind and No-majes and tried to keep their worlds even more separated. In England, the Minister of Magic kept a tenuous relationship with the Muggle prime minster; it was a relationship that appeared to be one-sided. Muggle government heads did not seem to have the ability to contact the Minister of Magic, and were not invited to the Ministry building at any time.

Which means even going into politics won’t grant you a passport for the Wizarding World.

[image: ]How do you have a Triwizard Tournament with four wizards?

Do you need some special branch of Arthmancy that allows three to be counted as four?

Actually, you’re good as long as you’re a powerful enough wizard to use a Confundus Charm on the Goblet of Fire—which is to say, if you can do that, you’re probably a detail-oriented sociopath devoted to a dark wizard’s return to life.

The Triwizard Tournament is all about the “threes.” Three schools, three tasks, and three champions, one from each school. So it threw everyone off after the three champions had been chosen for the Tournament in Harry’s fourth year at school, and a fourth name came out of the Goblet—Harry Potter.

It was especially shocking as the committee had decreed no one under the age of seventeen should compete for safety reasons. The Weasley twins attempted to get around the Age Line Dumbledore cast around the Goblet of Fire, and all they ended up with was white hair and long beards.

Ultimately, Dumbledore discovered Barty Crouch Jr. had confunded the Goblet and slipped Harry’s name into it. It was all part of his plan to ensure Harry won the Triwizard Tournment and then got delivered to Lord Voldemort upon his victory.

As evil plans go, it’s got it all—highly involved and complex, room for improvisation, and a perpetrator you never expected. And that’s how you get four champions into a tournament built for three.

[image: ]How does one win a Triwizard Tournament?

As stated in the last question, it helps to have a detail-oriented sociopath devoted to a dark wizard’s return to life helping you every step along the way.

If you are a more traditional champion and don’t have that advantage, it helps to be a well-researched witch or wizard, have plenty of creativity and guts, and have friends with a lot of botanical knowledge.

Because tests are different for each Tournament (and since they have occurred at long intervals from each other . . . the last one before Harry participated had been in 1792), it’s unlikely participants could work out ways to win a test from prior contestants. The tests were designed to challenge young witches and wizards to the extreme. Sort of the X Games of the Wizarding World.

The first task in Harry’s tournament contained a prize that gave a clue on how to address the following test. All the contestants had to do was steal a golden egg guarded by a dragon. Viktor Krum used the conjunctivitis curse to attack his dragon’s eyes, Fleur Delacour used a sleeping spell that was mostly successful on hers, Cedric Diggory transfigured a rock into a dog to serve as a distraction for his, and Harry summoned his broom and used it to snatch the egg as he would a Snitch.

The egg, when opened underwater, told the champions to look for something valuable underwater. One of each champion’s friends or relatives was enchanted and held under the Great Lake next to Hogwarts in the domain of the merpeople. Each champion had to find a way to survive underwater and rescue them. Krum changed into a half-shark, half-human creature, Fleur and Cedric used the Bubble-Head Charm to provide air, and thanks to Neville (prompted by Crouch as Moody), Harry used Gillyweed, which gave him gills.

The last task was a maze where each champion had to overcome an obstacle. Harry and Cedric worked together to beat the imperius-controlled Krum and an acromantula, while Harry also had to fight a Boggart-turned-Dementor and answer a Sphinx’s riddle. Touching the Triwizard Cup as cowinners, Harry and Cedric were transported to the graveyard where Voldemort was soon reborn and Cedric was killed.

While Harry absolutely had help and totally deserved to win, it does feel like, at least in this case, there was never going to be any other outcome.

[image: ]How could the Ministry NOT believe Voldemort was back?

Denial is more than a river in Egypt, for sure.

Consider the Ministry’s position (they’re absolutely in the wrong, but let’s be generous). For thirteen years, there’s been only the vaguest rumors of Voldemort. During his first reign of terror, it was an awful time for everyone. Disappearances, unforgivable curses, and probably a reduced supply chain of butterbeer. Once the news of his death spread, like restrictions lifting after a pandemic, everyone wanted life to return to normal.

No one but Dumbledore (and possibly some Death Eaters) believed Voldemort would ever find a way back to life. Horcruxes were not a well-known branch of magic. To the general wizarding population, dead was dead (except for ghosts). After Voldemort’s death, life did return to normal for the most part.
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Then, thirteen years later, at the biggest sporting event of the year, the dreaded Dark Mark shows up and Death Eaters start parading around the wizard-filled campgrounds during the Quidditch World Cup celebration. The public panics and blames the Ministry.

So like any good governmental body . . . the Ministry covered things up. They blamed the Dark Mark on Crouch’s house-elf, Winky. When Harry returned from Voldemort’s rebirth with Cedric’s body, the Ministry tried to keep the news from the public. As time went on, the Ministry used the Daily Prophet to discredit Dumbledore and Harry, and to suggest Sirius Black was behind much of Voldemort’s chaos. It wasn’t until Dumbledore’s battle with Voldemort in the Department of Mysteries, literally right in front of the Minister of Magic, Cornelius Fudge, that Voldemort’s return really couldn’t be denied anymore. Harry and Dumbledore were vindicated.

Fudge had to step down, and Rufus Scrimgeour took his place. However, relations between Harry and the Ministry never got better. After all, why would you do anything for an administration that called you a liar in the press—unless you’re a politician? Then it’s just another Tuesday.

[image: ]Speaking of the Ministry of Magic, what kind of bureaucratic structure does it have?

Big. Big and unwieldy, like any governmental body. Like any administration, it has lots of departments, sub-departments, committees, and, while we haven’t seen any, it probably has some consultants and lobbyists on the payroll as well. See our handy chart of the main departments!



MINISTRY ORG CHART

Department of Magical Law Enforcement—Handles magical crimes, courtroom procedures, and the Aurors. If you’re a dark (or even dim) wizard, they’re the ones who’ll come after you.

Department of Magical Accidents and Catastrophes— Accidents do happen, and if you’ve just turned a Muggle into a porcupine, these folks will help turn them back and wipe their memories.

Department for the Regulation and Control of Magical Creatures—Things get tricky here, as some wizards have not been the most woke when it comes to other species. Issues with werewolves or centaurs will land here.

Department for International Magical Cooperation— Sort of the State Department of the British Wizarding World to the other wizarding governments.

Department of Magical Transportation—If you double-park your flying carpet (which you shouldn’t have in Britain anyway!), these folks will give you a ticket.

Department of Magical Games and Sports—Quidditch.

Sure, there are other sports, but mainly . . . it’s all Quidditch, all the time.

Department of Mysteries—It’s a mystery. 





[image: ]How do you get a job at the Ministry of Magic?

Sorry, there are no positions available currently. Please check the job listings section in the Daily Prophet for future openings.

The Ministry is quite a large employer of witches and wizards, and it helps to know someone. Percy Weasley no doubt got his start there since his father worked at the Ministry. It’s likely there are rigorous background checks as well, to make sure you weren’t a Death Eater (or during the year Voldemort was in control, that you WERE a Death Eater or at least as mean as one, like Dolores Umbridge).

Hogwarts students who wanted to work in some Ministry positions, such as Aurors, had to focus on several classes during their time in school to achieve the necessary qualifications. They had to have five N.E.W.T.s in various subjects. After graduation, if they were accepted into the training program, it lasted for three years and was considered quite rigorous.
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Presumably, potential employees don’t have to do all that to get a job in the Muggle- Born Registration Commission.

[image: ]Who works at the Ministry of Magic?

Oh, so many people! But here’s a short list of some of the prominent (and . . . not so prominent) Ministry officials Harry and his friends encountered over the years!



MINISTRY OFFICIALS

Cornelius Fudge—Ex-Minister of Magic

Rufus Scrimgeour—Slightly Less Ex-Minister of Magic

Pius Thicknesse—Even Less Ex-Minister of Magic

Dolores Umbridge—Senior Undersecretary to the Minister of Magic

Arthur Weasley—Head of Misuse of Muggle Artifacts Office

Amelia Bones—Former Head of the Department of Magical Law Enforcement

Barty Crouch Sr.—Head of the Department of International Magical Cooperation

Ludo Bagman—Head of the Department of Magical Games and Sports (and cheating)

Percy Weasley—Junior Suck-Up (we mean Assistant) to the Minister of Magic

Dirk Cresswell—Head of the Goblin Liaison Office

Broderick Bode—Unspeakable (they work in the Department of Mysteries)

Amos Diggory—Worked in the Department for the Regulation and Control of Magical Creatures

Mafalda Hopkirk—Improper Use of Magic Office

Bertha Jorkins—Department of Magical Games and Sports

Kingsley Shacklebolt—Auror and eventual Minister of Magic

John Dawlish—Auror

Perkins—Worked in Misuse of Muggle Artifacts Office

Nymphadora Tonks—Face-changing Auror

Mad-Eye Moody—Auror with magically enhanced artificial eye




 
[image: ]How did Voldemort finally get a body again?

After all, these things don’t grow on trees.

Voldemort plotted for years on various schemes to regain a physical form. He tried to use the Sorcerer’s Stone, used his Horcrux diary, and probably other schemes we never saw along the way. At some point, he’d either rebuilt or inhabited a small corporeal shell. It’s unclear how Pettigrew and Voldemort were able to craft the little, weak body he used before the Triwizard Tournament. Since he fed constantly on the snake Nagini’s milk and had been drinking unicorn blood, those may have been able to keep the shell alive. However, he resorted to a potion of old Dark Magic to regenerate himself fully.

The potion required three things, and Voldemort was insistent that one of them come from Harry himself—“the blood of an enemy, forcibly taken.” He also used a bone from his father’s grave and flesh that Wormtail willingly sacrificed. Once the potion was ready and Harry activated the Triwizard Cup Portkey trap, he was captured and Wormtail took his blood (forcibly).

The potion worked and Voldemort lived again—though he still didn’t have a nose, only slits (perhaps the potion smelled so bad noses couldn’t regrow). The new body was as strong as his original one, as he proved when he immediately dueled with Harry in an attempt to kill him.

However, whether Dumbledore was a better plotter than even Barty Crouch Jr. or simply improvised, once Harry’s blood was in Voldemort’s veins, it ended up being the element that would finally defeat him permanently years later.

[image: ]Was Mad-Eye in that trunk the whole year?

Poor Mad-Eye Moody! Retired Auror and possessor of an extremely cool magic eye that could see darn near everything, it didn’t let him see Barty Crouch Jr. coming. He was attacked and kidnapped by Crouch, and then locked in a trunk for a year. Admittedly, the trunk had some sort of extendable charm on it and was ten feet deep, but still! Locked in a trunk for a year! Not even a Wizard’s Chess set to keep from going crazy.

Crouch had to keep Moody alive in order to maintain his disguise. Since he was using Polyjuice Potion, you’ll remember the potion requires using a bit of someone in the potion and hair is one of the less-disgusting bits to use. Crouch kept Moody in the trunk and tore out chunks of hair on a regular basis to keep adding to his potion. The sheer amount of potion and hair needed to maintain that disguise for a year is somewhat daunting and shouldn’t be attempted unless one is, as noted earlier, a detail-oriented sociopath devoted to a dark wizard’s return to life.

[image: ]Excuse me, did you just S.P.E.W.?

Hermione Granger may have been the original wizarding social justice warrior. Sometimes it takes an outsider to see things with perspective, and for generations, pure- and half-blood wizards had been taking house-elves for granted. Coming from a Muggle family, Hermione never knew the creatures cooked and cleaned at Hogwarts for free. But it was Barty Crouch Sr.’s appalling treatment and “freeing” of his house-elf, Winky, that encouraged her to advocate for house-elves. As she learned more about them, and that Dobby and Winky had both taken jobs at Hogwarts, Hermione was determined to do something about the way they were treated.

She created the Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare (S.P.E.W., a really unfortunate acronym). She attempted to get other students to join her cause for two Sickles, but most were not interested. Unfortunately for Hermione, most of the house-elves weren’t interested either. Despite her attempts at tricking them into freedom and leaving knitted hats and socks lying around the Gryffindor common room, the elves would not pick up the clothes and be freed.

While on the whole her efforts met with little success, she did inspire Harry to treat Kreacher better once he inherited him from Sirius, and Kreacher became . . . well, “nicer” may be too strong a word. But relations improved.

S.P.E.W. was never featured in the Harry Potter movies. Even though it played a larger role in the Battle of Hogwarts in the books (namely inspiring the house-elves to fight alongside the wizards and inspiring Hermione to kiss Ron), the society never got equal time in the movies.

Now Hermione needs to start S.P.E.W.I.M. (Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare In Movies)

[image: ]Are house-elves more powerful than wizards?

It’s a bit like asking who would win in a fight . . . Superman or the Hulk. Wizards have wands and a greater breadth of spells. But it may in fact be that house-elves’ inherent magical abilities are greater than the average wizard. House-elves would tend to use more simplified spells—stuns, hovers, disarming, and apparating abilities—rather than more complex magic. That said, they did it without wands and could often perform feats even in places a witch or wizard could not. No one except Dumbledore could apparate within the Hogwarts grounds, yet Dobby managed it. He also easily vanished from the Malfoys’ enchanted cellar, with Luna, Griphook, and Ollivander in tow. And he didn’t even have an Apparition license!
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It’s forbidden to let elves use wands, though this would presume that they actually could use them. Due to their subservient behavior and inability to disobey their masters’ orders, house-elves don’t go to schools like Hogwarts or attempt to experiment with different types of magic. However, Dobby can’t be the only elf out there wanting to be more than an indentured servant, so one day we may see a true elf wizard.

[image: ]Why on earth would they let someone teach these students the Unforgivable Curses?

First of all, unless you’re Professor McGonagall, we’re not sure you can tell Mad-Eye Moody anything, so telling him he can’t teach those Curses probably wouldn’t daunt him.

Second, when you’re trying to tell Mad-Eye Moody—who’s not even Mad-Eye, but a detail-oriented sociopath devoted to a dark wizard’s return to life—not to do something, well, now you’re really just wasting your breath.

It worked out for Harry, though, to understand the Curses and know how to both fight and cast them. The three Unforgivable Curses were powerful, evil spells, and to use any of them would land you in Azkaban for life. We have to assume doing them in a classroom doesn’t count.

The Imperius Curse allows you to mentally control another person. You can make them say or do anything. As Professor Moody showed, he could even make an imperiused spider go to its death. Many Death Eaters later claimed to have been imperiused after Voldemort fell, so they wouldn’t be sent to prison. Many of us wouldn’t mind learning this one for use at school or work.

The Cruciatus Curse was the pain curse. It sent torturous pain through a person’s body. Neville Longbottom’s parents were driven mad by extended use of the Cruciatus Curse by Bellatrix Lestrange. Only really mean people would like to learn this, because honestly, no one wants to be cruel, right? Right?

The final curse, of course, was the Killing Curse—Avada Kedavra. This was the curse Voldemort shot at Harry that rebounded and killed the Dark Lord instead. There had never been a person who survived the Killing Curse until Harry, which is what made him famous.

Harry later ended up using both the Imperius and Cruciatus Curses. Professor Moody pointed out that the Killing Curse needed powerful intent behind it, just as a Patronus charm needs a strong happy memory. He told his class they could say the words and wave their wands at him and he doubted he’d even get a nosebleed.

Harry proved this theory true when he attempted the Cruciatus Curse on Bellatrix Lestrange after she murdered Sirius. Despite his anger and grief, he couldn’t truly mean to cause someone else that kind of pain. She laughed at him for his inability to cast it correctly.

He managed to do it properly, though, before the Battle of Hogwarts. Harry successfully used it on Alecto Carrow after he had spat at Professor McGonagall.

Rightfully so.

[image: ]I see, you see, what do we all see in the Pensieve?

Ahh, the Pensieve. Holder of thoughts and memories, Dumbledore claimed it was easier to spot patterns if you placed thoughts and memories into the vessel. Appearing as a shallow stone bowl, the Pensieve could hold any number of thoughts or memories and allow people to reenter them. In this way, someone could stroll down memory lane, although it was more like bobbing for apples into a memory bowl. Much in the way Tom Riddle’s diary magically brought Harry into the past, once you looked into the Pensieve’s silvery liquid, a wizard would be transported as an observer into the memories within.

Certain things can interfere with memories, of course—an obliviate charm or other magical tampering can take place. However, for a skilled Pensieve viewer like Dumbledore, he could also discern if the true memory might still exist.
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It was also the Pensieve that finally revealed to Harry what Snape’s true feelings for his mother were and what Dumbledore’s ultimate plan to defeat Voldemort once and for all entailed. So while being able to enter and see a person’s memories can be enlightening and possibly entertaining, it also holds the risk of letting you find out something you may not want to know.

[image: ]How did Barty Crouch Jr. escape from Azkaban?

Unlike Sirius, Barty Crouch Jr. was not an Animagus (despite all the snaky tongue-flicking the character does in the movie). To get him out of Azkaban required a whole other level of planning. Fortunately, we’re talking about a detail-oriented . . . Okay, we’re done with that joke. However, it was a risky plan and one that not many wizards would have the circumstances or the fortitude to attempt.

And we’re talking about Barty’s mother.

It was his mother, who knew she was dying, who persuaded Barty Sr. to let them switch places. They visited Azkaban to see Barty Jr. one last time, then he and his mother both drank Polyjuice Potion. Dementors are blind, and only sensed the healthy Barty Sr. and a sick person entering and the healthy Barty Sr. and a sick person leaving. His mother continued the ruse, drinking Polyjuice Potion until she died, still looking like Barty Jr. She was buried and everyone believed it was Barty Jr.

Then Barty Jr., back at home and still appearing as his sick mother, “died.” A private funeral and a closed coffin were enough to let people think Mrs. Crouch was resting in peace. After all, no one could suspect Barty Sr., who was so strict and unyielding in the Ministry, and adhered to all the rules, would ever do something so subversive.

As Junior regained his strength, all he wanted to do was go to Voldemort. Senior kept him under the Imperius Curse and hid him with an invisibility cloak at all times. Junior stayed locked in their house for years, until the distressed Winky begged his father to let him go to the Quidditch World Cup, invisibly. By that time, Junior had started to resist his father’s Imperius Curse. Junior awoke fully while in the stands of the World Cup. He stole Harry’s wand and used it to summon the Dark Mark, to terrify the Death Eaters he felt hadn’t suffered as he had. Voldemort found Junior, imperiused Senior, and Crouch Junior was free to execute his very detail-oriented plan to bring Harry to Voldemort.

Minister Fudge had the Dementors perform a Kiss on Crouch Jr., and thus, his testimony about Voldemort’s return was lost. Despite all his plans, Crouch Jr. ended up more of a prisoner than he’d been even in Azkaban.

[image: ]Since the Dementors were such effective guards, why would Dumbledore suggest they be removed?

Desperate times call for desperate measures. And when Albus Dumbledore (again, one of the preeminent wizards of all time) tells you to do something, you probably should go ahead and do it!

Upon the news of Voldemort’s return in a physical body, Dumbledore suggested two things, neither of which Fudge would agree to. He told Fudge to remove the Dementors from Azkaban, and to send envoys to the giants.

Fudge’s love of power blinded him to the rationale behind both moves. To have the Dementors guard a prison full of dark wizards ready to join Voldemort at a moment’s notice was like giving Hagrid a key to the dragon egg cabinet. He wasn’t going to cook those eggs; he was going to raise them. The minute Voldemort gave the word, the Dementors would side with him and allow the prisoners to escape.

As for the giants, Dumbledore knew, as did few others in power in the Wizarding World, that the non-human races needed to be treated as equals and allies. To continue to treat them as second-class citizens, looked down on, as many pure-bloods looked down on Muggles, would only drive them to Voldemort’s side. The Ministry would need the might of the giants in the conflict to come. Sadly, they would miss out, since Fudge wouldn’t . . . budge.

(We’ve been waiting the whole book to spring that one!)

[image: ]Why didn’t Ron just ask Krum for his bloody autograph?

Ron, a huge Quidditch fan, was far more starstruck when he met Viktor Krum than when he met Harry Potter. It’s like the difference in the Wizarding World’s LeBron James and the Queen of England. Everyone knew who Harry was, but Quidditch fans are going to be more pumped about Krum. Ron was no different when he found out Krum was one of the Durmstrang visitors that was going to be at Hogwarts for the duration of the Triwizard Tournament. While he desperately wanted Krum’s autograph, events over the course of the year kept him from asking for it.

The Durmstrang students fell in fairly naturally with the Slytherins when they arrived. An excited Ron observed Malfoy sucking up to Krum and a number of girls coming up to get Krum’s autograph. While Ron was busy thinking up his own non-suck-up ways to become friends with Krum (including giving up his bed in the Gryffindor dorms for him), he never got around to actually asking for an autograph.

Things got more complicated as the moody Krum caused many of the Hogwarts girls to fall for him and follow him around. Ron avoided asking for an autograph since he didn’t want to be lumped in with what Hermione called Krum’s “fan club.” When the time came for the Yule Ball, Ron was too nervous to ask a girl to go with him. By the time he asked Hermione, he was stunned that she’d already been asked. He was taken even more aback when she showed up as Viktor’s date. Given Ron’s budding feelings for Hermione, he definitely wasn’t going to ask Krum for an autograph at this point. He even destroyed the animated figure of Krum he’d bought at the World Cup.

However, after Cedric’s death and Krum’s kind words to Harry, Hermione, and Ron about Cedric, Ron finally asked for (and got) his autograph.

[image: ]Why were the other Hogwarts students mad that Harry was a fourth Champion?

You’d think they’d be happy Hogwarts had doubled their chances at winning. But human nature (and wizarding nature) often falls on the petty side.

House pride and, in Ron’s case, attention deficit disorder (as in, he had a deficit of attention and was mentally out of order with Harry continually getting all the attention) combined to start a campaign among the students to support Cedric Diggory rather than Harry.

Imagine going to school with someone as famous as Harry Potter. Not only was he famous for something he had nothing to do with (surviving a Killing Curse), but every year he seems to be involved with some massive event. He finds the Sorcerer’s Stone, defeats the basilisk in the Chamber of Secrets, and saves Sirius and Buckbeak from the Ministry. Add to that the hero worship some students like Colin Creevey had for him. Even though Harry was a modest and nice guy who tried to mind his own business, it’s understandable that a bunch of school-age kids might get sick of hearing about how great he is.
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Cedric, a Hufflepuff, was captain of his House Quidditch team and well liked. When he was chosen by the Goblet of Fire to be the Hogwarts Champion, no one complained. However, due to Barty Crouch Jr.’s tampering, Harry was chosen as a second Champion, and it riled people. Malfoy bewitched badges to glow and say “Support Cedric Diggory—the REAL Hogwarts Champion” and “POTTER STINKS.” Naturally, these buttons spread like spattergroit throughout the school.

Even Ron, bitterly thinking that Harry somehow managed to put his name in the Goblet, turned against Harry. Once Ron saw how dangerous the Tournament was, he came back to his senses and realized Harry wouldn’t have done it. The buttons stuck around a while longer, though.

[image: ]Aside from the Triwizard Cup, what other awards are there in the Wizarding World?

Not that wizards and witches do things for the awards, mind you. However, people do love to bestow accolades, and while the Wizarding World doesn’t have the Oscars or Grammys to discuss red carpet fashion, they do have a few awards they honor.

One of the most prestigious is the Order of Merlin, which comes in several levels, depending on what you’ve done to deserve it. Albus Dumbledore had received the Order of Merlin, First Class, and Gilderoy Lockhart had one of the Third Class (which really leaves us wondering how easy it is to get one of these Orders).

During his school days, Dumbledore won the Barnabus Finkley Prize for Exceptional Spell-Casting, and Lockhart claimed Britain’s Best Dressed Wizard Award as voted by the “nation’s witch public,” and of course he received Witch Weekly’s Most Charming Smile award five times.

The House Cup was awarded each year to the Hogwarts house that had the most points, and the Inter-House Quidditch Cup was given to the team who’d scored the most total points during games that year. During Harry’s time at Hogwarts, his Quidditch team won every year he played (though the second-year season was cut short due to the Chamber of Secrets attacks, and the Triwizard Tournament took the place of all matches in his fourth year).

Gryffindor won the House Cup the first three years Harry was at Hogwarts, but as the events surrounding Voldemort’s return enveloped the school, the awarding of the cup seemed to diminish in importance, if the ceremony was even held.

In Professor Dumbledore’s view, however, the highest honor he could have was to be on a chocolate frog card, and he was willing to give up his Order of Merlin as long as he could keep that.

[image: ]Who trusts all these old Death Eaters?

What’s that saying about “Fool me once, shame on you, fool me twice, shame on me?” In the Wizarding World, maybe it should be “Fool me once, we’re throwing you in Azkaban and throwing away the key.”
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After Voldemort disappeared following his unsuccessful attempt to kill baby Harry, the Ministry of Magic brought charges against his followers. Many of the Death Eaters tried to claim they’d been under the Imperius Curse . . . which is the equivalent of today’s politicians claiming the other side does it, too, when they get caught doing something they know they shouldn’t.

Much of the Wizarding World had been torn apart by the Death Eaters’ actions. In some cases, families lost members, both to Voldemort’s cause or through the Death Eaters’ actions. It’s understandable that a mother or father would want to believe their children’s claim that they’d been imperiused, or that grieving spouses would want Death Eaters convicted, no matter what.

Some wizards, like Ludo Bagman, were only accused of lesser crimes, like passing on information to the Death Eaters. Legally, it could be hard to prove whether they knew the person was a Death Eater or they were just oblivious to the fact they shouldn’t be passing on Ministry information to anyone.

Some Death Eaters, like Igor Karkaroff, who would later become headmaster at Durmstrang, offered up names and evidence (basically, he squealed) to avoid being sent to Azkaban. This didn’t endear him to his fellow Death Eaters, but it allowed him to stay out of prison. Ahhh, plea bargains. They aren’t just for Muggles anymore.

Obviously, suspicion remained over the heads of former Death Eaters like little Dark Marks. Some, like Lucius Malfoy, were rich enough to give a lot of money to all the right causes. This allowed them to get away with the flimsy story that they were under an Imperius Curse the whole time, and they didn’t want to do all those awful things to Muggle-born wizards.

Whatever you say, Lucius.

[image: ]Why didn’t Ludo Bagman just pay the Weasley twins what he owed them?

Bagman was a big cheater. Maybe not at Quidditch itself, but the man’s scruples could be harder to find than the Golden Snitch. Formerly a famed Quidditch Beater, Ludo fell under suspicion during Voldemort’s first rise to power. Whether he helped the Death Eaters or not is open to speculation; however, by the time he made a bet with the Weasley twins at the Quidditch World Cup, there was no speculating that he was a less-than-savory character.

He bet Fred and George on the results of the match and they won fair and square. However, Bagman tried to pay them in Leprechaun gold that, of course, faded away after a while. The Weasleys tried repeatedly throughout the school year to get him to pay up, but eventually he “turned nasty” and they realized it was fruitless.

However, Bagman’s debts weren’t limited to the Weasley twins. He owed Lee Jordan’s father money, and was heavily in debt to goblins. He bet Harry would win the Triwizard Tournament and that would allow him to cancel out his debt to the goblins. However, the goblins counted Harry as a tie-winner with Cedric, not as the sole winner, and refused to cancel the debt. Bagman ended up going on the run to hide from the goblins.

The Bagman character never appeared in the movies, but it appears to be no great loss. He’d just try and swindle moviegoers anyway.

[image: ]Why did Harry get, well, kind of moody before his fifth year at Hogwarts?

Teenagers, amirite?

However, we can’t blame simple puberty or hormones on Harry’s extreme moods. As Harry grew older, as with most of us mere Muggles, things kept getting a bit more . . . serious. Only with him, seriousness takes on a whole new level. He’d had a dark wizard trying to kill him since he was a baby, and then he watched a classmate die barely a month prior to his arrival at the Order of the Phoenix’s headquarters. To top it all off, Dumbledore had told everyone not to contact Harry while he languished at the Dursleys’ over summer vacation, which was never any kind of spa holiday.

Frankly, it was a lot. So when Harry finally saw Ron and Hermione again, he lost his temper and lashed out. He was frustrated and scared and overwhelmed. His frustration grew after his hearing at the Ministry, where Dumbledore all but ignored him. This made Harry even angrier, which always leads to great decision-making. Harry began isolating himself and covering up things, like the effects of Umbridge’s detention on him.

It was ultimately Luna Lovegood who pointed out that if she were Voldemort, making Harry feel isolated from his friends was a good strategy. Someone cut off from everyone else, she reasoned, would be less of a threat.

That Luna definitely says the right thing . . . sometimes.

[image: ]What happened to the first members of the Order of the Phoenix?

Joining the Order of the Phoenix (either incarnation) was a daunting proposition. Not a lot of good things happened to the initial wave of members. Many died and many suffered physically, mentally, and emotionally. Voldemort’s first war against the Wizarding World Order took a heavy toll, and those who publicly stood against him paid some of the heaviest prices.

Among the survivors were Albus Dumbledore, Sirius Black, Remus Lupin, Rubeus Hagrid, Dedalus Diggle, Sturgis Podmore, Mundungus Fletcher, Peter Pettigrew, and Severus Snape (who was sort of in the Order at the end, when he defected from Voldemort). The rest weren’t that lucky. Frank and Alice Longbottom were tortured into insanity. Among the dead were Edgar Bones, Emmeline Vance, Benjy Fenwick, Fabian Prewitt, James and Lily Potter, and Marlene McKinnon.

There were no doubt many wizards and witches who were sympathetic to the Order’s cause who didn’t officially join the Order and still ended up “disappeared.” That happened a lot to Voldemort’s enemies both times he tried to seize power in the Wizarding World. There were also people like Minerva McGonagall and the Squib Arabella Figg who were not officially members of the Order but helped in numerous ways, given they were involved with Harry Potter’s fate from the time he was a baby.
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As daunting as its history was, Harry and his friends adamantly wanted to join the Order when it re-formed, though they were told they had to be seventeen. By the time they reached that age, there were few active members left and little time to officially induct them into the Order. It can be assumed, however, since they most actively fought Voldemort and found the way to destroy him, that they were #TeamPhoenix all the way.

[image: ]Why did Petunia need to “remember his last”?

By no stretch of the imagination can Petunia Dursley be called a nice person. She and her husband were fairly shallow and vain, and raised a monster of a child in “Dudders.”

However, she wasn’t completely evil and heartless. While she considered her sister Lily a freak, it’s possible that stemmed from her jealousy of Lily and her magical ability—especially since their parents seemed to be so proud of Lily. In fact, Harry later found out Petunia wrote to Dumbledore, trying to attend Hogwarts as well, and he wrote her a kind reply back as to why she couldn’t.

After Dudley was attacked by Dementors and Harry fought them off (which, one has to wonder . . . would a Dementor-Kissed Dudley actually act any differently?), it caused chaos. The Dursleys, among a flurry of owls telling Harry he was both expelled and not expelled, in trouble with the Ministry, and not to leave the house under any circumstances, had two reactions. Vernon wanted to kick Harry out immediately, not believing anything Harry had to say about Azkaban or this Voldemort fellow.

But Petunia knew. She knew who had murdered her sister and she’d heard James talk years earlier about Azkaban. She knew Harry was telling the truth and glimpsed that her family might also be in danger. Dumbledore’s Howler then showed up and reminded Petunia, forcefully, to “Remember my last, Petunia.”

Harry later found out Dumbledore referred to the letter left with Harry as a baby on their doorstep. In that letter, Dumbledore explained to Petunia the charm that allowed Harry to be safe as long as he could “call home the place” where his mother’s blood still dwelled. The powerful magic Lily invoked to protect Harry extended to Petunia’s home, and until he was seventeen, he would be safe there from anything Voldemort tried.

She may not have liked it, but Petunia remembered . . . and Harry called it home for two more years.

[image: ]Why did Harry need the Advance Guard to get him to the Order’s headquarters?

After a Dementor attack in Little Whinging, Surrey, well, you can’t be too careful with your Chosen One. You need to call out the big guns. And when Dumbledore calls out the big guns . . . they are BIG.

It’s unusual enough to have Dementor attacks in wizarding locations, as they’re all supposed to be guarding Azkaban. Dumbledore’s prediction that guarding the prisoners there with creatures who align so closely with Voldemort’s evil would cause problems proved accurate. Someone ordered the Dementors after Harry to keep him quiet about Voldemort’s return. Dumbledore and the newly re-formed Order of the Phoenix were worried enough about Harry’s safety that they formed an Advance (and, if necessary, Rear) Guard to escort him from the Dursleys’ to the Order’s new secret headquarters.

While the Rear Guard ended up not being necessary, Harry was awakened by a group of wizards from the Order to take him from the Dursleys—Mad-Eye Moody, Nymphadora Tonks, Kingsley Shacklebolt, Emmeline Vance, Elphias Doge, Dedalus Diggle, Sturgis Podmore, and Remus Lupin. The trip went without incident (well, Tonks did have a few choice words for Moody’s choice of path and number of intended misdirections, which got them cold and wet), and Harry arrived safely.

[image: ]What’s a Metamorphmagus?

Ever wish you could change your looks? Maybe not go as far as, say, a werewolf does, but change your hair color (without damaging it with all those harsh chemicals), change the shape of your nose, or maybe even your entire body? While wizards can do a lot with spells, rare ones like Tonks could change their appearance at will.

One had to be born a Metamorphmagus—there was no way to become one through training, the way an Animagus could learn to become their animal form. Interestingly, Metamorphmagi like Tonks could at least appear half-human; she amused Ginny and the others in the Order of the Phoenix by making her nose appear like a duck bill or pig’s snout.

Tonks’s emotional state could interfere with her abilities, as shown during her period of depression after Sirius’s death when Remus Lupin was reluctant to admit his feelings for her, due to his lifelong status as an outcast.

Tonks sadly died in the Battle of Hogwarts, changing into one thing she never intended . . . a hero.

[image: ]What kind of things did the Weasley twins invent?

Shhh! Their Extendable Ears may be listening!

Fred and George, aside from being born jokesters, were clever inventors as well. While they turned their talents to practical jokes, some of their inventions came in handy during Harry’s infiltration of the Ministry of Magic as well as a hindrance during run-ins with Draco Malfoy.

Their store, Weasleys’ Wizard Wheezes, sold items of their own invention and from elsewhere. They also bred Pygmy Puffs. Some of the top sellers at the store are included on the next page.
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WHAT WOULD WEASLEYS’ WIZARD WHEEZES DO?

Boxing Telescope—Punches the viewer in the eye.

Decoy Detonator—All the horns and smoke you need to cause a distraction!

Dungbombs—Exactly what they sound like.

Edible Dark Marks—But in which flavor?

Extendable Ears—Great for spying (and cats love ’em!).

Fanged Frisbees—A bite with every toss!

Headless Hats—Who needs a hat when your head disappears?

Patented Daydream Charms—For when boredom’s not enough.

Peruvian Instant Darkness Powder—Imported from Peru.

Portable Swamp—Hard to drain.

Pygmy Puffs—Tribbles for the wizarding crowd.

Shield Hats/Cloaks/Gloves—Actual protective items.

Trick Wands—Some turn into rubber chickens, some into underwear.

U-No-Poo—The constipation sensation sweeping the nation!

Wonder Witch Love Potions—Best range available anywhere. 





[image: ]What kind of wizarding family keeps the heads of their old house-elves on the wall?

The Blacks, of course. When your family motto is “toujours pur” (French for “always pure”), other creatures’ remains are pretty much only trophies for you.

Sirius Black came from a long line of Slytherins, and as we know, Slytherin House all too often churns out dark witches and wizards. How Sirius was born so different from his parents and relatives is one of those things that just happens—even in the “purest” of pure-blood wizarding families. Once he was sorted into Gryffindor House, his relationship with most of his family deteriorated (save for his cousin Andromeda, who married Ted Tonks and gave birth to Nymphadora Tonks).

His mother disowned him, and Sirius went to live with James Potter. Though he was glad to leave the funereal atmosphere of 12 Grimmauld Place, after his mother died, as the last of the Blacks, Sirius inherited the house and its house-elf, Kreacher. Appreciating the irony that the family home, so devoted to the Dark Arts, could serve another purpose, he offered it to Dumbledore as the headquarters for the new Order of the Phoenix.

When Harry arrived, he was struck by the gloominess of the home. While its security was protected by both Dumbledore’s spells and the charms Sirius’s father had implemented, the decor was . . . not cheerful. A portrait of Sirius’s mother was on the wall with a Permanent Sticking Charm, and it tended to yell out things about mudbloods and half-breeds in her home if left uncovered. The wall on the stairs was decorated with a row of shrunken house-elf heads, all those who served the Blacks over time. There was also an umbrella stand made from the leg of a troll.

The Blacks really had a quite gothic sense of decor.

However, the home served its purpose as a headquarters well, until Dumbledore’s death. Harry, Ron, and Hermione used it for a short time after they were chased by Death Eaters, but when Yaxley managed to grab hold of Hermione as they apparated out of the Ministry of Magic, he saw the house and the trio had to abandon it as a safe place.

Not that you want to stay in a place with elf heads on the wall any longer than you have to.

[image: ]If you can’t turn a student into a ferret, what kinds of detention do students get at Hogwarts?

There were so many bullies in high school who need to spend a little time as ferrets (or perhaps as cockroaches) that it seems a shame Hogwarts doesn’t take a more open-minded approach to transfiguration as a punishment.

Be that as it may, detention at Hogwarts runs the gamut. Some students get lines, and then some (like Harry) get serious lines, carved into their hands. Mr. Filch may have missed the days of being able to hang students by their thumbs, but corporal punishment wasn’t allowed at Hogwarts . . . at least while Dumbledore was there.

Teachers and prefects often deducted points from a student’s house for minor infractions of the rules. Banned items (like Fanged Frisbees) could be confiscated. Detentions were also common, but could have various formats.

In his first year, for detention, Harry and his friends had to search the Forbidden Forest at night for whatever was attacking unicorns. The next year, Harry had to help Lockhart answer his fan mail (perhaps this was the worst punishment of all), and Ron had to polish the silver in the trophy room the Muggle way (we take it back, that’s the worst). Ron also once had to clean out the bedpans in the hospital wing (nope, that’s the worst!).

Barty Crouch Jr., while disguised as Mad-Eye Moody, transfigured Draco Malfoy into a ferret, but McGonagall chastised him, saying that was never acceptable as a punishment for a student. She would have been appalled at Professor Umbridge’s use of an enchanted quill that cut lines into a student’s flesh, scarring them.

Of course, even this gruesome behavior pales compared to the tortures the Death Eaters used while in control of the school in what would have been Harry’s seventh year. The Cruciatus Curse was routinely used, as well as corporal punishment.

Filch must have been deliriously happy.

[image: ]Does the devil wear pink?

Yes. And she likes cats too.

Everyone has encountered a Dolores Umbridge in their life—self-righteous, smug, and always ready to use their personal power, no matter how minor, and lord it over anyone else they can. While she wasn’t a Death Eater, her political ambitions dovetailed with their aims, and she held a position of power while they secretly ran the Ministry.

Dolores hated half-breeds of all kinds—whether they were half-human species like centaurs or werewolves, or half-blood wizards. She was fanatical in her beliefs and helped draft anti-werewolf legislation during her time in the Ministry.

Slavishly loyal to the Ministry (if there was a Minister who aligned with her views), she took it upon herself to order Dementors to attack Harry and Dudley in Little Whinging. Why? She felt that while others in the Ministry would only talk about trying to silence or discredit Harry’s account of Voldemort’s return, she had to act, dammit.

[image: ]

Once she became a teacher at Hogwarts, she used her Ministry connections to acquire more and more power at the school. She eventually ousted Dumbledore himself, although only temporarily. Sadistic and cruel, Umbridge enjoyed her power at Hogwarts. She was ready to use the Cruciatus Curse on Harry at one point, regardless of the lifetime sentence in Azkaban that such a spell would presumably incur. Of course, she did have friends in high places.

However, Umbridge’s reign of terror didn’t last. Hermione and Harry lured her to the Forest, where an encounter with Grawp and the centaurs ended badly for her. She ended up being treated for shock in the hospital wing, and was suspended from the Ministry pending an investigation into her actions at the school.

The Ministry, as any good bureacractic institution would do, ultimately brought her back to work. She was happy to be intimidating and prosecuting Muggle-born witches and wizards once again. She was behind the distribution of (and possibly the author of) the propaganda booklet Mudbloods and the Dangers They Pose to a Peaceful Pure-Blood Society. While her name was not on the book, the scars on Harry’s hand tingled when he looked at it.

And it was pink. So yes. The devil does wear pink.

[image: ]How many educational decrees got instituted at Hogwarts?

At least 28, and possibly as many as 136 . . . depending on whether you go by the book or the film. Knowing Umbridge, either is likely a smaller number than what she wanted to institute.

Dolores worked with the Ministry to craft formal decrees that outlined what teachers could say or teach, what students could do or couldn’t do, and what items were banned or not on school grounds. The ultimate goal was to finally make Umbridge (who became High Inquisitor of Hogwarts with Decree Number 23 in the book series) head of the school. This happened by the time the decrees hit number 119 in the film version, but number 28 in the book.

The Ministry was happy to help interfere at Hogwarts, as Cornelius Fudge was afraid of Dumbledore’s influence. He was terrified of what would happen if people started to believe Voldemort had, in fact, returned to life. Umbridge and the Ministry’s stance on teaching Defense Against the Dark Arts (by which we mean, not teaching anything but theory) led to the formation of two groups. One, Dumbledore’s Army, or the DA for short, consisted of Harry and his friends learning actual defensive spells. The other, the Inquisitorial Squad, made up of Draco and his friends, were basically there to spy on the DA and report back to Umbridge.

Upon Dumbledore’s return as headmaster and Umbridge’s suspension, all the decrees, whether it was 28 or 136, got dissolved. Although, in the film, the framed decrees all smashed to the ground after a Weasley-created firework dragon knocked them over.

So that one feels a bit more satisfying.



EDUCATIONAL DECREE OF CHARTS NO. 1

No. 22—The Ministry can appoint suitable replacements for teachers they get rid of. You can imagine what they deem “suitable.”

No. 23—Dolores Umbridge is made Hogwarts High Inquisitor. Perfect title for her.

No. 24—All student organizations were disbanded. Even the Wizard’s Chess Club?!?!

No. 25—The High Inquisitor has supreme authority over all punishments—ouch!

No. 26—Teachers can only talk about the subjects they’re paid to teach, not current events. Good thing they didn’t offer PoliSci classes at Hogwarts!

No. 27—Anyone in possession of a copy of The Quibbler would be expelled. That’s going too far!

No. 28—Umbridge is now headmistress of the school. No, THAT’S going too far.

No. 29—Would bring back corporal punishment, making Filch very happy. 
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[image: ]What kind of secret weapon did Umbridge think could be in the Forest?

In her mind, it was probably some sort of magic laser cannon that, when five wizards and their robot animals joined together, formed a mega-magic-robot giant that could shoot Cruciatus Curse beams at everyone.

As cool as that might be, it’s not hard to see how Umbridge believed that there was some sort of secret weapon of incredible power in the Forbidden Forest. Paranoid and suspicious people like her do tend to build things up in their minds.

When she and her Inquisitorial Squad caught Harry and members of the DA using her fireplace to contact Sirius, it was Hermione that cleverly realized they could play on Umbridge’s fears . . . that Dumbledore’s Army truly WAS an army. And like any army, they had a weapon.

Hermione claimed they didn’t know what they were building; they were just doing what Dumbledore instructed them. While Umbridge was ready to take her whole Squad with her, Hermione used some reverse psychology to make her think Hermione wanted all the students to see it and fear it, once again proving she was the cleverest witch of her age.

Thus, Umbridge took Hermione and Harry alone into the Forest. Hermione led the way, masterfully chiding Umbridge that it wouldn’t be hidden in Hagrid’s hut; Hagrid might have accidentally set it off. Hermione led them into the Forest, making as much noise as she could, quietly telling Harry she wanted them to be heard.

Heard they were . . . by a herd. Of centaurs. Umbridge being Umbridge, she quickly made racist remarks and the centaurs broke her wand and chased her deeper into the Forest. So whatever Umbridge imagined, it wasn’t as bad as what she found—fifty angry centaurs that had no use for an overly important Ministry employee that called them half-breeds, not to mention Grawp.

So, well done, Hermione, as always.

[image: ]Speaking of “half-breeds” . . . how do those things . . . happen?

Since this is a family book, we’ll just say “love potions” and leave it at that.

Though . . . it is somewhat difficult to imagine some of the pairings necessary to . . . procreate. Giants, for example, have some definite size issues with humans. One imagines it has a runt of a giant to mate with a human. Veelas and humans, being the same size, can simply fall in love and mate. There are rumors of other types of species crossbreeds, such as half-vampires and half-goblins or half-trolls (though Harry was probably only insulting Marcus Flint due to his size and looks), that take a bit more mental gymnastics to imagine.
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Despite their humanlike features, it appears centaurs and merpeople may not be classified as half-breeds, but part-humans. Sirius called merpeople part-humans when he laughed at Umbridge’s attempts to round them up and tag them. So we don’t have to imagine any love potion pairings that way.

[image: ]Can witches and wizards read minds?

For wizards, there’s probably not much in Muggle minds they’d want to read. What are they going to do with football scores and social media posts of kittens (though those are totes adorbs)?

Mind-reading is one of those long-dreamt-of powers many Muggles wish for. Like flying, Muggles assume it’s an easy thing if you have the power to do it. (Ask any broom rider how to keep gnats out of their teeth during a summer flight through the country and they’ll tell you flying ain’t that easy.) However, as Snape pointed out to Harry when he began teaching him Occlumency, the mind isn’t written like a book with neatly formatted paragraphs and clean fonts. It’s layered and made of sensory impressions. But a skilled Legilimens (such as Voldemort) could correctly interpret what they sense there.

Snape and Voldemort were both good at it, which is why Dumbledore had Snape teach Harry Occlumency, which was the magical way to shielding one’s thoughts from a Legilimens. A big part of the technique was to empty oneself of emotion, which Harry, for all the reasons that made him so moody during his fifth year (and being a teenager to boot), had trouble doing.

Harry was able to block Snape once through a Shield Charm, and entered Snape’s mind instead. There he saw part of Snape and his father’s past rivalry. The embarrassed Snape refused to teach Harry any further, leaving Harry’s mind open for Voldemort.

However, Harry was also able to use his connection with Voldemort to his own advantage. For a time, Voldemort didn’t know (and then appeared not to care) that Harry was picking up mental impressions from him. Harry got flashes of emotion and sometimes visions of what Voldemort was doing, enough to let him know what Voldemort was after.

So, read minds? No. Interpret emotions and sensory flashes? Yep.

[image: ]What career path did Harry decide he wanted to take?

Unsurprisingly, Harry wanted to write books about a young Muggle boy that goes to Muggle school and learns how to be a non-famous Muggle.

Oh, we totally got that wrong. We must not be Legilimensing correctly. Let’s try that again.

Unsurprisingly, Harry wanted to be an Auror. Considering how much of his life had been shaped by his encounters with dark wizards (and how many times he’d beaten them back), he no doubt felt a career dedicated to catching dark wizards and witches would be in his wheelhouse.

During Harry’s career advice session, Umbridge made sure to sit in. She made snide remarks to Professor McGonagall about Harry, insisting Harry would never get a job at the Ministry as an Auror, even if he got the required N.E.W.T.s and underwent the required training. A frustrated and completely over-it McGonagall promised to do whatever she needed to make sure Harry did become an Auror. Considering who lasted at Hogwarts and who didn’t, I think we can rest assured Harry did, in fact, become an Auror.

He certainly spent the last year of his school career chasing down the greatest (terrible, yes . . . but great!) dark wizard of all time and destroying him. If that doesn’t look good on your resume, we’re not sure what else can get you the job!

[image: ]Who wants YOU for Dumbledore’s Army?

Not Slytherins!

The idea of Harry teaching their classmates Defense Against the Dark Arts mainly came from Hermione. Not because she wanted to necessarily learn to fight dark wizards, but because she’s Hermione and she was worried about her grades. She didn’t see how they would pass their O.W.L.s with only theoretical knowledge.

She urged Harry to think about it, but they were both somewhat surprised at the turnout of students who also wanted to learn. Some, of course, came out of curiosity. Cedric’s death was still raw. With the Ministry denying that Voldemort had returned and Harry being the only eyewitness to Cedric’s murder, well, when Hermione sends out an owl about a meeting with Harry, people were always going to show up.

Inspired by the Death Eaters’ method of communication through the Dark Marks, Hermione enchanted Galleons that could alert members to secret meetings, since, due to Educational Decree Number 68, all student organizations had been disbanded (seriously . . . even the Wizard’s Chess Club? They never did anything controversial!).

The DA returned the year Snape became headmaster, to fight the Death Eaters from within the school. They joined with the Order of the Phoenix to battle Voldemort’s forces for the final battle. The entire student body of Slytherin House, however, was sent to the dungeon for the duration, as you just can’t trust those Slytherins.

[image: ]Whatever happened to Professor Lockhart?

Ahh, fame is fleeting . . . and even more fleeting when an obliviate charm backfires on you.

After Arthur Weasley was attacked by Nagini, Harry and the Weasleys visited St. Mungo’s Hospital for Magical Maladies and Injuries to see him during the Christmas holiday. However, Harry, Ron, and Hermione ran into some other people while there.

[image: ]

Professor Lockhart was in the ward, still suffering from complete amnesia. Unsurprisingly, one of the first basic skills he relearned was how to sign autographs again. He never had visitors and his healer was happy that the trio came, thinking the encouragement of signing more autographs could be helpful.

After some awkward autographs, it was then that the trio ran into Neville, visiting his parents with his grandmother. Too embarrassed to say more than a few words to his friends, Neville’s grandmother thought he was ashamed of the state his parents ended up in.

However, Neville was a true Gryffindor. He loved his parents. He even saved the empty bubble gum wrappers his mother continued to give him as treasured mementos. Neville overcame his feelings and worked even harder at the Defense Against the Dark Arts spells he was learning in the DA. His abilities and studies intensified when he learned the Death Eaters who’d tortured his parents had escaped from Azkaban.

While Lockhart and Neville’s parents may not have ever recovered, Neville’s courage allowed him to grow past his shame and become a crucial part of defeating Voldemort once and for all.

Excuse us . . . there’s something in our eyes . . .

[image: ]What other magical maladies did St. Mungo’s treat?

It’s a good thing there are no health insurance premiums in the Wizarding World. Some of these cures probably cost a pretty Galleon! Wizarding medicine is much different from those “Muggle nutters who cut people up,” as Ron described doctors. Healers are trained to handle a range of curses, injuries, and magical maladies. Every once in a while, there are things beyond their power to heal, such as the Longbottoms’ trauma or Lockhart’s amnesia. After experimentation, they were able to heal Arthur Weasley’s snake bite, as the poison kept the wound from healing properly. Even experiments with a Muggle invention, stitches, didn’t seem to help that injury.

Some of the patients at St. Mungo’s suffered from the following ailments.



MAGICAL TRIAGE

Agnes—Had a lot of fur and barked.

Katie Bell—Damage from a cursed necklace.

Broderick Bode—Hurt while trying to retrieve a prophecy, then killed by a deadly plant.

Herbert Chorley—A Muggle who got imperiused and started quacking like a duck.

Gilderoy Lockhart—He can’t remember.

Frank and Alice Longbottom—Trauma from torture.

Minerva McGonagall—Recovered from four Stunning Spells to the chest from cowardly Aurors.

Wizard with an elephant trunk—Looks like he had some baggage.

Witch with teapot head—She was blowing off steam.

Wizard with bell head—He seemed alarmed. 





[image: ]What was in all those globes in the Department of Mysteries?

Prophecies. Lots and lots of prophecies.

Once a prophecy was made (true magical ones, of course, not weather forecasts or who’s going to win The Voice this season), it could be contained in one of the magical globes on display in the Department of Mysteries. However, only those the prophecy was about (and possibly the ones who made it) could retrieve those globes from the Ministry.

Voldemort, anxious to hear the prophecy made about him by Professor Trelawney all those years ago, had been foiled when attempting to use others to acquire it for him. Thus he had to find a way to make Harry get it for him.

Voldemort spun a vision that he was inside the Department of Mysteries and torturing Sirius, and allowed Harry, through their mental link, to see it. The distraught Harry flew to the Ministry, along with Ron, Luna, Hermione, Ginny, and Neville. They found the prophecy, but not Sirius. Harry retrieved the prophecy and they were immediately attacked by Lucius Malfoy and a number of Death Eaters, including Sirius’s cousin, the deranged Bellatrix Lestrange.

During their battle, the Order of the Phoenix arrived. However, the prophecy was destroyed and Bellatrix killed Sirius, blasting him into a strange archway. Harry and Luna, the only two people who could see Thestrals (due to their having seen someone die), heard whispering voices coming from the arch.

While the record of the prophecy was gone, Dumbledore knew its message by heart. After all, it was to him that Professor Trelawney first shared it long ago. Dumbledore relayed its message to Harry. It revealed that the one with the power “to vanquish the Dark Lord approaches.” The person would be born at the end of July, the Dark Lord would mark him, and he would have some power the Dark Lord didn’t.
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But most crucial of all . . . neither can live while the other survives. One was destined to kill the other. Luckily, we know now it was Harry who defeated Voldemort. But as they say in Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back . . . “There is another.”

[image: ]Wait . . . there was another baby Voldemort tried to murder?

No, but there could have been.

As noted earlier, prophecies are dangerous things. Once you know a thing will happen, you usually try to avoid it or cause it . . . and through the time-honored tradition of narrative paradoxes, you’ll end up doing the opposite of what you wanted (so if you wanted to avoid it, you end up causing it).

Voldemort only knew part of the prophecy—a baby born to his enemies at the end of July would have the power to destroy him. But there was another—Neville. Yes, Neville was born the day before Harry. Had Voldemort thought it was Neville, he might have attacked Neville, and maybe his mother would have been the one to sacrifice her life to give Neville protection and Neville would have been the Boy Who Lived.

In choosing to attack the Potters, Voldemort himself made Harry the nemesis (and more) that could ultimately defeat him. Had he chosen the Longbottoms, we would all be watching a movie called Neville Longbottom and the Philosopher’s Stone.

Magic. It’s a tricky business. Even Dumbledore knew that.

[image: ]Did Dumbledore ever make mistakes?

Quite a few. And, as he said, given that he was more intelligent than most men, his mistakes tended to be correspondingly huger.

You have to give someone credit for knowing things like that.

After Sirius’s death, Dumbledore told Harry what he’d been avoiding for five years. One of his biggest mistakes had been to not tell Harry the truth about the prophecy all along.

Dumbledore explained to Harry what the prophecy meant and that it truly did mean either Voldemort or Harry had to kill the other to survive. However, Dumbledore admitted he had kept the full truth from Harry for a long time. At first, he felt Harry was too young to know. Then, Dumbledore found himself caring too much for Harry and wanted to avoid letting him suffer under the knowledge that a final conflict with Voldemort had to happen. As Dumbledore worked out his plan to defeat Voldemort, he distanced himself from Harry that year to avoid letting Voldemort learn anything from the mental connection he had with Harry.

Dumbledore also decided not to make Harry a prefect that year, as he had enough going on with trying to stay alive and out of the clutches of history’s darkest wizard.

Dumbledore also later relayed the mistakes and regrets he had about his early feelings of wanting to subjugate Muggles, and the fight that led to his sister’s death. Several of his mistakes shaped the Wizarding World.

It’s a good thing his plans were correspondingly better and huger than those mistakes.

[image: ]What kind of ingredients do you need to keep a well-stocked potions cupboard?

Potion making is a highly versatile, but complex and somewhat finicky, branch of magic. You may not be able to “bottle fame” like Professor Snape, but if you know what you’re doing, there’s a lot of cool magic you can do without ever pulling out your wand.

That said, you still need patience and a good supply of ingredients. Some of the common things you should have on hand are included in this handy chart!



EYE OF NEWT (NOT SCAMANDER) . . .

Asphodel—We’re still not sure what its powdered root can do when added to an infusion of wormwood.

Beetle Eyes—Cost five Knuts a scoop in Diagon Alley.

Bezoar—It may be gross to get from a goat’s stomach, but helps stop any poison.

Shredded Boomslang Skin—You’ll need this to brew some Polyjuice (and pity the poor Boomslang).

Dittany—Powerful healing herb, especially for splinch victims.

Doxy Eggs—Eating these could cause you to miss Quidditch tryouts.

Dragon Blood—Has twelve uses.

Powdered Horn of a Bicorn—Whoa! Double Unicorn!

Eel Eyes—Might help with spattergroit, but just as gross.

Infusion of Wormwood—Needed for the Draught of Living Death.

Lacewing Flies—Needed for Polyjuice Potion.

Salamander Blood—Used in Strengthening Solutions.

Shrivelfig—Draco’s “injury” prevented him from peeling his for a Shrinking Solution. 





[image: ]Why does Snape want the Defense Against the Dark Arts position so much?

After all, who wants a job that’s been jinxed by the darkest wizard of all time? Sure, Defense Against the Dark Arts, when taught properly, is a cool class. There’s Boggarts, Cornish pixies, Unforgivable Curses, and . . . well, lots of reading, if Umbridge is teaching.

There are any number of theories of why Severus Snape wanted the job so much. The only clear answer he ever gave as to why he didn’t get it was that Dumbledore thought it might tempt him back into his Death Eater ways. However, we do know that almost from the time he could do magic, Snape was into the Dark Arts. Like, seriously into them. He came to Hogwarts already fascinated by the Dark Arts and spent much of his time at school inventing curses and spells.

It may be that he simply never got over the passion he had for the darker side of magic, or perhaps Snape thought he was simply more qualified than anyone else to teach the subject. After all, after being steeped in Dark Magic more than anyone at Hogwarts (we presume that Dumbledore knew a lot of Dark Magic, he just didn’t use it, as he was a nicer person than that) and working for Voldemort, Snape felt he was clearly the right choice for the job.

And who jinxed the job so that no one could stay in the position more than a year? None other than the applicant from Hogwarts itself who later became synonymous with the Dark Arts . . . Voldemort. He applied for the job to Headmaster Dip-pet and then later to Dumbledore.

So while Snape and all the others weren’t ideal choices, imagine having Voldemort for sixth period.

[image: ]What are the best spells for a Wizard’s Duel?

Like any fight, you need to know your opponent. Also, you need to be unpredictable. And to truly be effective, you have to master nonverbal spells.

However, we have a few spells listed that make it tricky for your opponent to beat you . . . if you’re fast enough on the wand draw!



THE BEST DEFENSE IS A GOOD OFFENSE

Expelliarmus—Disarms an opponent.

Stupefy—Stuns your opponent.

Impedimenta—Slows your opponent’s roll.

Finestra—A simply shattering spell.

Jelly-Legs Jinx—Makes one leg peanut butter and the other jelly. JK—it makes your legs wobbly.

Full-Body Bind—Binds up an opponent.

Sectumsempra—Only if you’re feeling bloodthirsty.

Petrificus totalus—Petrifies you. Totally.

Ventus—Blows people away.

Conjunctivitis—Irritates the eyes.

Relashio—Loosens any grip.

The other best defense is good shields:

Protego—Shield charm.

Expecto Patronum—A powerful protection spell. 





[image: ]What’s the deal with all the snakes?

They are kind of everywhere in the Harry Potter books. And as Rita Skeeter “quoted” someone (and believe us, we use that word VERY loosely), snakes were often used in the worst kinds of Dark Magic and were historically associated with evil.

Just like in real life.

While snakes, for the most part, are not evil creatures and get a bad rap, in the Wizarding World, it’s hard not to see them as symbols of evil. Salazar Slytherin, as a Parselmouth, made the snake the official seal of his house at Hogwarts. And, of course, he made that giant basilisk that terrorized the school twice. So he was not helping the reputation of snakes with those choices.

Harry unwittingly released a nice boa constrictor from the zoo, and then during a duel with Draco, appeared to tell the snake Draco conjured to attack Justin. Voldemort’s most loyal companion (sorry, Bellatrix) was Nagini, a giant snake. He also made Nagini a Horcrux, and she tended to eat people, like poor Charity Burbage.

[image: ]

The Chamber of Secrets could only be opened by a Parselmouth (or good imitation), and the locks were forged to look like snakes. The Fiendfyre unleashed by Draco and his friends took on serpent form at one point.

And Voldemort had snakelike slits for a nose. So we’re going to go with, the deal is, snakes mean evil is afoot.

Or rather, aslither.

[image: ]Can you do magic without a wand?

Sort of.

Underage wizards and witches aren’t supposed to do magic at all. However, their magical abilities tend to manifest, especially during times of extreme emotion or stress. Lily Evans, as a young girl, was even able to make flowers appear in her hand with ease before she attended Hogwarts.

The Dursleys, whether through experience or fear, were constantly vigilant of Harry, warning him to make sure no “funny stuff” happened. When they visited the zoo and Dudley pushed Harry out the way, Harry suddenly made the glass wall of a snake’s cage vanish and then reappear, trapping Dudley inside. Since wizards have magical ability regardless of the wand, the wands seem to function as a focus to channel that ability. Since some charms and spells require incantations and gestures, the wand must play a role in effectively completing certain spells, so it’s unknown if something like wingardium leviosa could be performed without a wand.

While you could use someone else’s wand, it often didn’t feel right. It may resist performing a spell, or simply feel like it doesn’t understand the command. This could be like using someone else’s toothbrush . . . your teeth may technically be cleaner, but you just put someone else’s germs in your mouth to clean your teeth.

While wands could not think, certain functions performed automatically. Priori Incantatem could make a wand show the last spell it cast, and when two wands with cores from the same source connected in a duel, a spontaneous version of that effect could occur.

So wands seem pretty crucial to the process of magic. You might even say they do wanders for a wizard.

We’ll see ourselves out.

[image: ]Do you have to say a spell to make it work?

Absolutely not! Nonverbal magic casting is an important part of being a witch or wizard. After all, how are you supposed to beat another person in a duel if you have to yell out the spell you’re casting? “Here’s the spell I want to hit you with—now feel free to summon up a counter to it”?

At Hogwarts, sixth-year students start instruction in using magic nonverbally. It takes a great deal of concentration to cast a spell nonverbally, though it appears to get easier with practice. Adult witches and wizards seem to be able to casually cast both simple and more complex spells with little effort.

[image: ]What did Harry learn he was natural at during his first year at Hogwarts?

Getting into trouble. And breaking school rules. Much like his father.

Just kidding. While Harry did seem to have a knack for getting into trouble (especially whenever Slytherin House was involved), and he ended up breaking dozens of school rules (and even more educational decrees, once Umbridge started churning those out), his real talent was flying. His broom-riding skills showed immediately, and his skills as a Quidditch Seeker blossomed in short order.

Like his father, he proved himself on the Quidditch field and distinguished himself during the Triwizard Tournament by utilizing his flying skills to get the golden egg from the dragon he faced.

Ultimately, however, it was perhaps loyalty and bravery that came most naturally to Harry. He was loyal to Albus Dumbledore throughout his time at school and even in the face of the doubts others (like Albus’s brother, Aberforth Dumbledore) raised about his mentor. Harry’s loyalty summoned the headmaster’s phoenix to his side in the Chamber of Secrets and Harry demonstrated incredible bravery year after year as he confronted Voldemort and his minions.

[image: ]

But as he is so modest, Harry would probably say it was the flying he’s best known for.

[image: ]Why did Snape dislike Harry so much?

A lot of it had to do with Harry’s dad, James. In fact, pretty much ALL of it had to do with James.

Snape and James Potter were almost complete opposites during their time at Hogwarts. James was popular and outgoing, and Severus was brooding and introspective. Snape’s affinity for the Dark Arts bothered Potter, and Snape found James’s bullying and attitude obnoxious.

Once, James and the Marauders played a prank on Snape, and Snape nearly died. James saved him, but Snape never believed James did it for any other reason than to save his own skin and not be expelled from school.

On it went, for seven years and beyond. The one thing the two men had in common was they both loved Lily Evans. Lily had been Snape’s best friend for years. Initially, she disliked James for his arrogance and cruelty. Once he matured, she began to fall in love with him.

Her relationship with Severus soured as she saw him hang out more and more with those who practiced the Dark Arts and would eventually become Death Eaters. When he accidentally called Lily a “mudblood” in anger, she ended their friendship.

Despite this, he loved her until the end of his life. He tried to get Dumbledore to protect the Potters from Voldemort, even agreeing to serve as a spy for Dumbledore. However, they were too late, and Voldemort killed the only woman Snape loved. Once Harry came to Hogwarts, Snape reacted vehemently to Harry’s looks and personality, seeing perhaps far more of James in him than there was.

Nevertheless, in memory of Lily, he often did whatever Dumbledore asked of him to protect Harry. That didn’t mean he didn’t often make Harry’s school life miserable . . . he just didn’t try to turn him over to Voldemort.

[image: ]Should you trust your bartender?

As a rule, we say yes. However, in the Wizarding World, there is always the chance your bartender—no matter how nice and kind—has been imperiused.

Rosmerta was the bartender and proprietor of the Three Broomsticks Inn at Hogsmeade. She’d been there while Harry’s parents were in school, and knew how close the group of Marauders were. She wasn’t afraid to speak her mind to anyone, including the Minister of Magic. She let him know she wasn’t happy with Dementors hovering around, sucking the joy out of Hosgmeade during their vain attempt to recapture Sirius Black.

She was well liked and her reputation was unimpeachable, even to Mr. Filch, who never searched anything provided by her. However, that made her the perfect witch to control in order to perform some dreadful feats. Draco Malfoy used the Imperius Curse on her in his attempts to kill Albus Dumbledore. She gave Katie Bell a cursed necklace and then poisoned mead, both intended for the headmaster.

However, her name was soon cleared. When Harry and Dumbledore returned from the cavern that once held Voldemort’s locket Horcrux, it was Rosmerta that told them the Dark Mark had appeared over the school and she gave them brooms to get there.

So yes . . . trust your bartender, unless they are hanging out with Draco Malfoy for any reason.

[image: ]Do you get carded if you want to drink butterbeer?

Apparently not!

It’s unclear if there is a nonalcoholic version sold to students. It could be the alcohol content is overwhelmed by the butter and sugar content and it has a negligible effect on minors. Or the Wizarding World simply has different alcohol laws than America or Britain (like those lucky French kids getting to drink wine!). Any way you tap it, butterbeer is an extremely popular wizarding drink.

Third-year students are able to purchase it in Hogsmeade. After Harry’s first win in the Triwizard Tournament, the Gryffindor common room had plenty on hand (though we don’t doubt the Weasley twins could magic up some super-effective fake IDs if they needed to), and it was served at the Yule Ball as well.

Served hot and foamy in mugs at the inns in Hogsmeade, butterbeer was the perfect drink for students to take off the chill of gloomy winter days. House-elves had less stamina for the drink, however, as it made them completely inebriated. It became Winky’s beverage of choice to drown her sorrows after being freed. While it’s doubtful any Muggles will ever get to taste a real butterbeer, many recipe variations are available online.

[image: ]When did Ron and Hermione begin liking each other?

Arguably, the day they met. The impulsive and often immature Ron couldn’t have been more different from the studious and all-but-grown-up Hermione. Though he made fun of her during their first year (and second. And third. Fourth and fifth too. Well, really it never stopped), after he and Harry saved her from a troll, they became best friends.

Ron was the one who attempted to curse Malfoy for calling Hermione a mudblood. It was Ron that Hermione turned to and hugged when (from a distance) it appeared the Ministry executioner had killed Buckbeak.

By their fourth year, there were definite sparks and jealousy, which came to a head at the Yule Ball. When Ron as a last resort asked Hermione to the dance, he couldn’t believe she’d already been asked. As she said sarcastically, it was nice that Ron finally noticed she was a girl.

Salt was rubbed into Ron’s wound when he found out Hermione had been asked to the dance by none other than Quidditch idol (sounds like a good TV show) Viktor Krum. After Ron and Hermione fought, it took some time for the rift in their relationship to heal.

It got worse during their sixth year, when Ron dated Lavender Brown and Hermione took Cormac McLaggen to Slughorn’s Christmas party. Both also revealed their true feelings in other ways—Hermione confunded Cormac to ensure Ron made the Quidditch team, and when Ron was delirious and recovering from being poisoned, he called out Hermione’s name . . . and not Lavender’s.

But it was during the Battle of Hogwarts that their WizardBook status got official. When Ron suggested they go to the kitchens and make sure the house-elves knew to flee, so no more would be sacrificed like Dobby, Hermione kissed Ron for this. In the film, they kissed after he encouraged her to destroy a Horcrux with a basilisk fang.

[image: ]

And they lived happily ever after.

[image: ]Who’s the better journalist? Rita or Xenophilius Lovegood?

We’re not sure either of them will ever win the wizarding equivalent of a Pulitzer Prize, but we’re going to go with Xenophilius on this.

Despite Rita’s breadth of publishing experience in different papers and magazines, as well as her books, her special brand of “fake news” always inserts itself. Thanks to her Quick-Quotes Quill, no matter what her interview subject says, it will come out more salacious and provacative than a hundred Twitter beefs combined.

Xenophilius, on the other hand, has the advantage of the stopped clock syndrome. He gets things right about twice a day. As editor of The Quibbler, he’s apt to believe almost any conspiracy theory or crazy potion idea someone has. And occasionally, he actually gets it right. He was willing to publish Rita’s interview with Harry to combat the negative press the Ministry and the Daily Prophet were waging against Harry and Dumbledore.

Xeno knew the truth about the Deathly Hallows and continued to support Harry publicly, until the Death Eaters kidnapped Luna and made him stop. Sure, he tried to trade Harry, Hermione, and Ron for Luna, but there’s nothing in the journalist’s code of ethics about that. There should be . . . but there’s not.

So while he was wrong about Snorkacks and the Rotfang Conspiracy (though that’s not been definitely proven!), his are the articles we’d read to get a better sense of what’s really happening in the Wizarding World.

[image: ]How did Lily Potter’s protection work?

It’s unclear if Lily Potter even knew what her sacrifice would help do for Harry for the rest of his life. But like any mother, she was willing to lay down her life for her infant son. Voldemort, at Snape’s urging, was willing to let her “stand aside” while he killed the infant Harry, who he believed was the only true threat to his power.

Of course, Lily wasn’t going to stand there and watch Voldemort murder her son. She shielded Harry from the Killing Curse. Her sacrifice activated an ancient magic, whereby her sacrifice would protect Harry from Voldemort. While it saved him immediately, it also extended in several ways beyond the moment the Killing Curse rebounded onto Voldemort.

In the same way a Horcrux could save part of a soul if a body was destroyed, the protection now flowing in Harry’s veins also transferred itself to the Dark Lord when Voldemort used Harry’s blood in his own rebirth. Thus, when Voldemort tried to kill Harry a second time, it appeared to work, but Harry lived. As long as Harry’s charmed blood existed in someone’s body, even if he could be killed by other means, he could not be killed by Voldemort. Confusing, we know.

[image: ]

Also, Dumbledore was able to cast a charm that also allowed Lily’s only living blood relative, Petunia, to keep him safe, as long as Harry lived with her at least once a year. So by shedding Lily’s blood, Voldemort both ensured Harry was his greatest threat and provided him with a unique form of protection against him.

This is why we love magic.

[image: ]What was Hagrid and Madame Maxime’s mission?

Dumbledore knew the Order of the Phoenix would need some big guns to fight Voldemort. And since guns themselves aren’t really a thing in the Wizarding World, he meant the BIG guns. Giants. He sent the perfect people to be envoys to the giants . . . two half-giants.

The extremely tall Madame Maxime always claimed to simply have “big bones.” However, like Hagrid, she was a half-giant. Though Hagrid was initially infatuated with her when they met during the Triwizard Tournament, her insistence she was not a half-giant made him angry. However, they reconciled, and after the Tournament was over, Dumbledore asked the two of them to visit the giants and attempt to bring them to their side, before Voldemort and the Death Eaters persuaded them to work for them.

They traveled and spent time trying to persuade a tribe of giants whose chieftain (called a Gurg) was named Karkus (giants clearly aren’t known for their impressive names). Just as it looked as though Karkus might become sympathetic to the wizarding cause, he was murdered and another, more Death Eater–friendly giant named Golgomath took the Gurgship. He promptly sent his tribe after Hagrid and Madame Maxime.

During this time, Hagrid discovered he had a half brother, Grawp, who was a runt at only sixteen feet tall. Though a giant that small seems hardly worth the trouble (ouch! Sorry, Grawp!), Hagrid insisted on bringing him back to Hogwarts. Madame Maxime separated from them on the journey to return to France and her big-boned status there.

Grawp lived in the Forbidden Forest while Hagrid tried to tame him. Keeping him in Hagrid’s hut wasn’t really an option, as giants are fairly violent, bloodthirsty, and extremely large creatures. Grawp did seem to attain a veneer of compassion, and was a great ally against Voldemort’s giants in the Battle of Hogwarts.

It’s doubtful he became a student, though.

[image: ]How did the Weasley twins get the money to open a store?

Let’s face it . . . the Weasleys were rich in spirit, but poor in Galleons. So when Fred and George suddenly opened a shop up in Diagon Alley (which had to be pretty prime magical real estate), it was a mystery to their family and friends where they got the seed money from.

It was no mystery to Harry. He gave it to them.

They had started small, with a mail-order business. They suffered financial setbacks after their mother found order forms and destroyed them, and then Ludo Bagman refused to pay the money he owed them from their Quidditch World Cup bet with him.

Still, they persevered. The joke shop was able to take a giant step closer to reality after Harry won the Triwizard Tournament. Harry didn’t want the one-thousand-Galleon prize, and tried to give it to Cedric’s family. They didn’t want it, so he didn’t know what to do with the money. After the Weasley twins happened to tell him how Ludo swindled them, Harry insisted they take the prize winnings. He felt everyone needed more laughs after the tragic death of Cedric Diggory and the return of Voldemort. George and Fred took the money and opened Weasleys’ Wizard Wheezes.

It worked out for Harry as well. When he visited the store, the twins told him to take whatever he wanted free of charge. They didn’t even give their family members that kind of discount. Not bad for those times you need a nose-biting teacup.

[image: ]What is a Horcrux?

Something that your mother would say, “Put that nasty thing down! You don’t know where it’s been!” the second you touch one. If she could sense dark magical objects, that is.

Horcruxes are objects (and in extreme cases, living things) that can house a piece of a wizard’s soul. That way, even if your body and remainder of your soul are killed, you can still live in some way, shape, or form—it’s a very dark and theoretical branch of magic. To split or tear off a piece of your soul, you have to rend it, and the way you do that is to murder someone. This is why the creation of Horcruxes is a heavily guarded secret and may even be completely lost now that Voldemort is gone.

It’s not known how many wizards have actually performed the spell, much less been successful at it. Even some ancient wizards did murder a person here and there to hide their souls. Tom Riddle took Horcruxing to the next level. In typical, budding Dark Lord fashion, he wondered if he shouldn’t do it seven times, to really make sure he didn’t die no matter how many times something killed him.

Seven. Times.

Once imbued with a dark wizard’s soul (and let’s face it, only dark wizards would do this—you’re not going to see Neville Longbottom making a Horcrux), the object becomes extremely difficult to destroy. It takes potent magic, like basilisk venom or Fiendfyre, to really destroy both the object and the portion of the soul within.

Though Voldemort made six Horcruxes (leaving the seventh part of his soul in him), he accidentally made another when he tried to kill the infant Harry. Harry became a Horcrux himself, and when Voldemort hit him with the second Killing Curse during the Battle of Hogwarts, all that Voldemort killed was the Horcrux part of Harry.



HORCRUXES AND WHERE TO FIND THEM

Tom Riddle’s Diary—Lucius Malfoy kept it safe, then gave it to Ginny Weasley, which was not his wisest decision.

Marvolo Gaunt’s Ring—Left in Gaunt’s shack till

Dumbledore found it.

Salazar Slytherin’s Locket—Voldemort hid it in his favorite cave, then R.A.B. snatched it and took it to 12 Grimmauld Place.

Helga Hufflepuff’s Cup—Hidden in Bellatrix Lestrange’s vault.

Lost Diadem of Rowena Ravenclaw—Hidden in the Room of Requirement, so not really all that lost.

Nagini—Usually hanging around Voldemort.

Harry Potter—Usually at Hogwarts. Summers in Little Whinging, Surrey. 





[image: ]What happened to Regulus Black?

Ahhh, the mysterious R.A.B. He’s never seen in the books or movies, but even off-page and off-screen, he had a huge impact on Harry’s quest for the Horcruxes.

Regulus Arcturus Black (say what you like about dark wizarding families . . . they do have cool names) was Sirius’s younger brother. Unlike Sirius, who rebelled against his family’s “pure-blood mania,” Regulus eagerly bought into it. He idolized Voldemort and cut out news clippings of Voldemort’s exploits as a youngster. He became a Death Eater as soon as possible and was happy to serve.

However, Regulus began to have doubts about what he was doing. The tipping point came when Voldemort used Regulus’s house-elf, Kreacher, to test the defenses he’d set up in the cave where he’d hidden the locket Horcrux. Voldemort intended for Kreacher to die, but Kreacher lived. When the house-elf told Regulus what happened, Regulus deduced the locket was a Horcrux.
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Regulus and Kreacher journeyed to the cave. As Regulus drank the potion of despair guarding the locket, he had Kreacher switch the real locket for a fake one, leaving a note in it for Voldemort. He instructed Kreacher to destroy the locket and then Regulus died at the hands of the Inferi guarding the island.

It was beyond Kreacher’s power to destroy the locket. When Harry and Dumbledore retrieved the fake one, Harry opened it to discover that someone else once fought back against Voldemort . . . and died. It was Kreacher’s loyalty to Regulus that finally made him tell his new master Harry what happened, and with Kreacher’s help, they found the real locket.

[image: ]Should everyone have trusted Dumbledore about Snape?

Yes.

Snape was a total . . . well, there are a lot of words we can’t use to describe him since this is a family book. But he was a totally not-nice person, especially to Harry, Ron, and Hermione. And Neville. And Sirius.

But one thing Dumbledore understood was love. He knew Snape had truly and completely loved Lily Potter. He saw the proof of it when Snape’s Patronus changed to match hers. He knew how much Snape risked to go against Voldemort to try to save Lily’s life. Dumbledore understood that someone that loved that much could be trusted.

That didn’t mean Snape wasn’t going to be a complete “rhymes with gas cold” to his students and other members of the Order. But trust is a funny thing. While everyone did trust Dumbledore, they were afraid he was wrong about Snape, particularly Harry and Sirius.

Ultimately, Snape’s actions and his discretion (he played both parts admirably—as a Death Eater and as a member of the Order of the Phoenix) proved Dumbledore was right.

[image: ]How many headmasters have there been during Harry’s time at Hogwarts?

Three. And a half.

Dumbledore had been headmaster of Hogwarts for years when Harry first came to the school. The Board of Governors, under the influence of Lucius Malfoy, dismissed Dumbledore under the pretense that he failed to stop the attacks on students when the Chamber of Secrets was opened during Harry’s second year at Hogwarts.

Professor McGonagall took over temporarily as interim headmistress. She stepped down as soon as Dumbledore was reinstated, because that’s how she rolls.

In Harry’s fifth year, Dolores Umbridge rose from professor to High Inquisitor to headmistress through her connections with the Ministry of Magic and their interference at the school. Hogwarts itself clearly didn’t want her, as it refused her entrance to the headmaster’s office. Eventually, she was dismissed and Dumbledore returned for one last year.
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Dumbledore knew he was dying from a curse, and used the year to prepare Harry for what lay ahead. After Dumbledore was killed, McGonagall once again stepped in as headmistress. Her tenure was short-lived. By the beginning of the following school year, Snape had been appointed headmaster. After his death and the Battle of Hogwarts, it’s presumed McGonagall once again took charge.

So three. Umbridge only counts as half. If that.

[image: ]Can you break an Unbreakable Vow?

Not if you know what’s good for you.

The Unbreakable Vow will kill the person who breaks it. That’s what makes it unbreakable. The one time Arthur Weasley got truly angry with his sons was when Fred and George nearly tricked the five-year-old Ron into making one. It’s a shame we don’t know what the Vow was going to be. Knowing Fred and George, it could be almost anything.

Years later, the distrustful Bellatrix Lestrange didn’t think Snape would prove his loyalty to Voldemort or his promise to Narcissa to help keep Draco safe. Snape surprised her by willingly submitting to the Vow.

Of course, she didn’t know Snape had already promised Dumbledore to be the one to kill him. Snape and Dumbledore planned it in order to spare Dumbledore a painful death from the curse he had encountered. They likely suspected Draco (whose cowardice had been proven over and over again) would not be able to kill Dumbledore. Whether Snape knew that the mastery of the Elder Wand was at stake isn’t clear, but he was able to Vow to Narcissa to kill Dumbledore if Draco couldn’t.

And he did.

[image: ]What are the requirements to join the Slug Club?

Professor Slughorn has to like you for one, but you also have to have some kind of future ahead of you where you’ll be able to do him favors. If you aren’t already well connected in the Wizarding World, or don’t have potential and talent in Quidditch, journalism, potion-making, or perhaps even superior confectionary skills, you won’t last long in the Slug Club.

You have to remember that Horace Slughorn, while a decent sort of wizard, was head of Slytherin during his first tenure at Hogwarts. The Slytherins admire greatness, and Slughorn epitomized that love for celebrity and power. He preferred to stay in the “back seat” and feel as though he influenced the many students he’d shepherded through school.

He bragged to Harry about his connections at the Ministry, the Daily Prophet, and to famous Quidditch players. He didn’t pay much attention to those students in whom he didn’t see a high-flying future.

So, of course, Slughorn saw Tom Riddle’s potential. He mentored Tom and was taken aback when Tom revealed he’d discovered the mention of Horcruxes in a book. Slughorn was so embarrassed by and guilty of the memory that after Riddle became Voldemort, Slughorn magically altered his own memories.

Knowing that Slughorn would be particularly keen to “collect” Harry, as one of the most famous wizards of his age, Dumbledore convinced Slughorn to come back and teach at Hogwarts. He asked Harry to try to retrieve the true memory from Slughorn, which was the final piece of the puzzle Dumbledore needed to ascertain exactly what Voldemort had done and how to stop him.

You have to admire Dumbledore’s grasp of psychology.

[image: ]What does love (potion) have to do with it?

To paraphrase Tina Turner, love’s got a lot to do with all of it. Over the years at Hogwarts (and beyond), a number of relationships blossomed. Let’s see who’s shipping who!



THE MAGIC OF LOVE

Lavender and “Won-Won”—We can’t with this one.

Ron and Hermione—Obvs.

Cedric and Cho—Tragic end to a short romance.

Harry and Cho—Just a crush and over for reals in the book after a disastrous date and in the movies when Cho (under Veritaserum) reveals the details of the DA to Umbridge.

Ginny and Michael Connor—Like astrological signs, some houses (Gryffindor and Ravenclaw) don’t make a match.

Ginny and Dean Thomas—Typical school-year crush.

Harry and Ginny—Like Ron and Hermione, a love story for the ages.

Neville and Luna—Only in the movies . . . but it’s a nice pairing.

Tonks and Lupin—Star-crossed werewolf and Metamorphmagus.

Fleur and Bill—Seems to be working for the half-Veela and almost-werewolf. 





[image: ]When will the time be ripe for a cheese cauldron?

Sadly, we have to agree to disagree with Professor Dumbledore on this . . . the time is NOW!

While Dumbledore was merely making a joke that his theories about Voldemort could be as wrong as Humphrey Belcher’s concept of a cheese cauldron, we have to think there’s something there. If Muggles can have stuffed-crust pizza, how can we deny the Wizarding World a cheese cauldron?

Imagine a cauldron that has some anti-melting spells, that once ingredients are put in, would perhaps bake and fold in on itself to a golden, gooey concoction.

Somebody get this idea to Weasleys’ Wizard Wheezes, stat!

[image: ]How lucky can you get?

Pretty darn lucky if you have some Felix Felicis!

The potion known as “Liquid Luck” dispensed just that . . . luck. After you drank some, for as long as its effects were felt, you would succeed in all your endeavors. Obviously, such a potion was banned from sporting events, tests, and, hopefully, Ministry elections.

The potion was also toxic if you took too much. Imagine dying from too much luck! Drinking too large a quantity or too often could make a person foolishly overconfident.

On his first day of Potions class, Slughorn offered a small vial of the potion as a prize to whoever brewed the best Draught of Living Death. Luckily (!) for Harry, he had grabbed the Half-Blood Prince’s old textbook with numerous notes in it that helped him brew the best potion.

Luck would resurface again that year and not even through (real) use of Felix Felicis. Harry pretended to pour some in Ron’s drink the morning of a Quidditch match, leading him to believe he was going to play great. Ron’s own boosted self-confidence took care of the rest.

Still, after months of failing to acquire Slughorn’s true memory of his conversation with Tom Riddle, Harry finally decided to use the potion to see if it would help. He managed to end up exactly where he needed to be (Hagrid’s cottage during Aragog’s funeral), run into who he needed to run into (Slughorn), and find Slughorn what he wanted (acromantula venom . . . worth almost a hundred Galleons a pint) and end up with the opportunity he needed (Hagrid passed out from drinking and a drunk, regretful Slughorn willing to help him in honor of Harry’s mother, one of Slughorn’s favorite students) to get the memory.

He even made it back into the castle, barely escaping Peeves, as the potion wore off.

Better than a rabbit’s foot (especially for the rabbit!).

[image: ]Was Ron any good at Quidditch or not?

He was no Viktor Krum, but he was good.

Ron struggled throughout the years being compared to his famous (and infamous) best friend, Harry, and the cleverest witch of their age, Hermione. Ron’s brothers Charlie, Fred, and George had all been Quidditch players, but it was Harry who joined the team in his first year as the youngest house player in a century.

Ron’s nerves got the best of him when playing in front of an audience. That’s only a small problem when you’re playing Quidditch in front of the whole school, right? He made the team in his fifth year while Angelina Johnson was the captain, and his performance each match was . . . not great. However, he did help win the final match of the season, to his own surprise.

When Harry took over as captain, he was determined not to make allowances for Ron because they were friends. When Ron and Cormac McLaggen both tried out for Keeper, Ron’s saves were shaky and he was in danger of not making the team. However, Hermione was watching the tryouts and did something completely un-Hermione-like . . . she confunded Cormac, so he missed a goal. Harry later caught and confronted her about it, but as Ron had already been announced, he remained on the team.

[image: ]What are the three Ds?

If you’re going to learn to apparate and disapparate, you need the three “Ds.” They are:

1—Dodge

2—Duck

3—Dip

4—Dive

5—Dodge

Oh wait . . . that’s dodgeball.

The three Ds are:

1—Destination

2—Determination

3—Deliberation

[image: ]

In order to apparate, one needed to focus firmly on the destination. Then, determine to be there, described as letting the “yearning” fill every part of your body. Finally, turn on the spot, feel your way into “nothing,” and move with deliberation.

You see? Nothing to it!

[image: ]What’s in the Room of Requirement?

Everything you require, obviously!

The Room appeared when a person truly needed it, by walking past it three times and thinking of what you need. It’s best to be extremely specific about your need (really, any time you deal with magic, you should be specific, as you don’t want a magic paw situation on your hand . . . or your hand turned into a paw). Neville, during his seventh year at Hogwarts, was extremely good at “closing loopholes” in the Room while the DA used it as a hideout.

Magically, the Room could provide almost anything needed and even, if needed, become a bathroom.

Though that seems like a waste of a good magic room, and would no doubt create some plumbing difficulties. So check out a few required items:



REQUIRED ITEMS

Lost diadem of Ravenclaw

Harry’s copy of the Advanced Potion-Making textbook

Vanishing Cabinet

Cornish pixies

Broken furniture

Bottles of congealed potions

Winged catapults

Thousands of books

A moving target-practice dummy

Dragon eggshells

Rusty swords

Bloodstained axe

Dragon skeleton from DADA classroom

Wizard’s Chess pieces

Harry and Ginny’s first kiss (in the movies)

Did we mention thousands of books? 





[image: ]What are Inferi?

Picture a television show called The Walking Inferi, and you’ve pretty much got the idea.

An Inferius was a corpse reanimated by necromancy, which is (big surprise) Dark Magic. While zombies appear to exist in the Wizarding World (if Professor Quirrell is to be believed), they are different in that Inferi are animated by a dark wizard’s spell and under their control. They aren’t created by brain-eating infections or radioactive mutations as so many American-style zombies are. The Inferi are also able to follow commands, so Voldemort used them both as soldiers in his first war on the Wizarding World and as guardians for the locket Horcrux.

They are vulnerable to fire and possibly other destructive spells. Of course, being dead, spells that would cause pain have no effect on them.

Now we want to see a crossover between the zombies of Hilltop and Alexandria and Voldemort’s Inferi. Make it happen, Hollywood!

[image: ]Who was the Half-Blood Prince?

If you’ve only seen the Harry Potter movies, it’s a little . . . out of the blue to suddenly hear Snape claim he is the Half-Blood Prince. There are few clues in the film as to who it is and no explanation of what the name even means.

[image: ]

Snape was a half-blood wizard, and his mother’s maiden name was Prince. She was a witch and apparently both she and Severus had trouble with her Muggle husband. Naturally, Severus began to identify more and more with his wizarding heritage and grew to despise Muggles because of his father.

Throughout his school career, he threw himself into the Dark Arts and this eventually ended his friendship with Lily. He wrote the name “Half-Blood Prince” in at least one of his schoolbooks and no doubt he hoped it strengthened his status as a wizard . . . especially as Voldemort and those who would become Death Eaters spread their views on the importance of blood purity in the Wizarding World.

Harry hadn’t intended to even take Slughorn’s Potions class, and hadn’t bought a book. He grabbed the Half-Blood Prince’s book by accident, as it was left in the Potions cupboard on the first day of class. As he used it and found its notes helpful, he began to excel at Potions for the first time in his school career. Hermione distrusted the book, fearing it could be a dark artifact like Tom Riddle’s diary.

Over the year, they wondered who the Half-Blood Prince was, but never discovered the man (or woman) behind the name. That is, until Dumbledore’s death.

After Harry used the sectumsempra curse on Draco, a spell Snape invented and wrote down in the book, Snape knew Harry had his old potions textbook. As Harry chased Snape from the Hogwarts grounds after Dumbledore’s death, he tried the curse again. Snape yelled at him not to use his own spells against him, revealing at last that he was the Half-Blood Prince.

[image: ]Do the Death Eaters really think Voldemort is going to make them immortal too?

Because, if so, we have some news for them.

Voldemort didn’t trust anybody. Not Snape, not Bellatrix, and not Wormtail. Maybe Nagini, but then, she couldn’t talk to anyone and betray him.

No doubt Voldemort talked to his followers about becoming immortal as a goal. However, his minions seemed more concerned with purifying the wizarding race than any actual immortality. As far as explaining his Horcrux plan, there’s no evidence even his top servants, Bellatrix and Lucius, knew what they were guarding. It’s unlikely Lucius would give a Horcrux to any of the Weasleys if he’d known what it really was.

Much like politicians in real life, it seems immortality was a fantasy that Voldemort used as a rallying cry, but the truth was he never intended to give it to anyone but himself. It’s hard to imagine Voldemort thinking all of his followers deserved the immortality he’d worked so diligently (and killed so many) to achieve. Imagine an immortal Wormtail, always following you around, being a total creep. There’s no way he was getting immortality.

But maybe Nagini, because Voldemort really seemed to like that snake.

[image: ]Did Dumbledore really get over his Muggle prejudice?

Yes.

There’s no doubt that Dumbledore regretted both his early ideas about wizard supremacy and how he allowed Grindelwald to inflame those ideas into action. He told Harry how he recognized his selfishness during his youth, wanting to get away from his family and the responsibility of his magically- and emotionally-traumatized sister. Dumbledore avoided power, even after being asked to become Minister of Magic, knowing that the temptation of power was his greatest weakness (besides being on a chocolate frog card).

Dumbledore admitted to Harry those temptations never truly vanished. He had vainly investigated the Hallows and even attempted to use the Resurrection Stone to see his sister one more time. It was clear to Dumbledore that he had been right to avoid the power being Minister of Magic would bring and stick to education.

Given all that Dumbledore did for Muggles and Muggle-borns, it’s safe to say yes, he overcame that prejudice, or was woke enough to know his prejudices and not react to them.

It’s a wise man that understands himself, and Dumbledore was very wise, indeed.

[image: ]What are the Deathly Hallows?

The Hallows were three magical items that, theoretically, if possessed by one person, that person would become the master of death. The word hallow means to “make holy,” and usually refers to relics with a divine affinity, much as the Holy Grail is supposed to be the cup used by Jesus at the Last Supper.

The three Deathly Hallows (so do we have to interpret this as . . . “Holy Death?”) were the Elder Wand, the Resurrection Stone, and the Cloak of Invisibility. The three items were gifts from Death to the Peverell brothers, who had managed to outwit Death. However, two of the three brothers asked for selfish gifts (the Wand and the Stone) and ended up dying early because of them. The third asked for something more humble (the Cloak) and lived to a long age, before meeting Death again as an equal.

The story was told as a fairy tale (usually in The Tales of Beedle the Bard), and most wizards did not think the Hallows really existed. No one ever rightfully possessed all three at the same time (though Dumbledore and Harry both came close) so it’s unknown if the legends could be true and they could master Death. Dumbledore was of the opinion the Peverells simply created powerful magical objects and legends sprung up around them.

Nevertheless, Grindelwald, and later Voldemort, sought at least the Elder Wand as a means to achieve greater power.

Clearly, they didn’t learn the lessons Beedle the Bard was trying to impart. These stories have morals for a reason, people!

[image: ]What’s a Snatcher?

Imagine a bunch of armed militants running around trying to capture witches and wizards to take to the Ministry and have them judged for their blood status. They would then decide whether they should be purged from society or not. That horrifying scenario has played out in the real world too often in the past. There’s never a shortage in the Muggle or Wizarding World of people ready to make a profit off betraying a neighbor or person “different” from themselves.

The Snatchers had no formal organizational structure and generally hunted Muggle-born wizards in small groups. During Harry’s quest for the Horcruxes, Snatcher gangs came to prominence with the blessing of the Voldemort-controlled Ministry of Magic. Determined to root out all wizards who weren’t pure-bloods, the Ministry was more than happy to allow Snatchers a lot of leeway in who they caught and how they caught them.

Harry, Ron, and Hermione were snatched, and due to the Snatchers’ suspicion that they may have had Harry Potter in their hands, they contacted the Malfoys rather than take the trio to the Ministry to be processed.

[image: ]Who died in Book Seven?

It’s a good thing the book wasn’t named Harry Potter and the Lively Hallows, because it would have been a complete lie. While there are many, many deaths in the last book of the series (and the corresponding films, for that matter), a few of the most prominent ones are listed here.



WHO DIED IN THE DEATHLY HALLOWS?

Mad-Eye Moody—Killed when Mundungus fled from Death Eaters during the Flight of the Seven Harrys.

Hedwig—Sacrificed herself to save Harry, also during the Flight of the Seven Harrys.

Charity Burbage—Nagini’s dinner party.

Rufus Scrimgeour—Voldemorted.

Gregorovitch—Voldemorted.

Bathilda Bagshot—Left behind a shell of a woman.

Ted Tonks—Killed by Snatchers.

Dirk Cresswell—Also Snatched.

Gornuk the goblin—Snatchers don’t play!

Peter Pettigrew—His own hand. Literally, his hand choked him.

DOBBY!—That bitch Bellatrix.

Fred Weasley—Killed by Rookwood.

Vincent Crabbe—Shouldn’t have played with Fiendfyre matches.

Remus Lupin—Dolohov did it.

Tonks—That bitch Bellatrix.

Lavender Brown—Greybacked into a corner.

Professor Snape—Nagini.

Nagini—Neville cut the head of the snake off.

Bellatrix—Molly Weasley for the win!

Voldemort—Do we need to answer this one?

Lots of Death Eaters

Lots of goblins

Lots of Snatchers

Unknown until Book Seven:

Peverell Brothers—Death killed them. We mean the personification of Death. The Grim Reaper.

Regulus Black—Inferi. 





[image: ]What’s with all the sevens?

In real life, the number seven is often associated with luck. It’s part of our daily lives as well, with seven days in the week, seven notes of the musical scale (Do-Re-Mi-Fa-Sol-La-Ti and Do again, if you haven’t seen The Sound of Music in a while), and we have seven seas and seven continents in the Muggle world. Many religions have seven as a significant number as well, such as Christianity having seven sins and seven virtues.

The number is even more significant in the Wizarding World. As Tom Riddle pointed out to Professor Slughorn about Horcruxes, seven is the most powerfully magical number. It’s no wonder there were so many instances of the number seven in the Harry Potter books (including the number of books themselves!).

The number shows up numerous times, from the number of Horcruxes to the seven hidden passageways in and out of Hogwarts, even to the number of Weasley kids (count ’em—everyone tends to forget Percy!), wizarding children go to Hogwarts for seven years, no less than seven Muggles saw Ron and Harry fly the car to Hogwarts, there are seven Quidditch players on a team, and Harry’s Quidditch jersey is number 7.

[image: ]

[image: ]How complex and mysterious IS wandlore?

Very. It could take a lifetime (and beyond) to fully understand it. Generations, in fact. Ollivander’s family of wand makers had been in business since 382 BC . . . so if Mr. Ollivander still doesn’t know everything, there is a heck of a lot to learn.

Wands appear to have a degree of sentience, or at least feelings of loyalty. Ollivander always said the wand chooses the witch or wizard, and that appears to be true. That branch of wandlore may in fact be the most complex and mysterious part—how can an object have an affinity for its user? Wands had magical components at their core, usually items such as unicorn hairs, dragon heartstring, and, rarely, phoenix feathers. These may be responsible for the wand’s ability to choose, though we are amateur wandologists at best.

While a wand chose its user, in some cases a wand could be passed down in a family line. Also, a wand’s allegiance could change if its owner was defeated in battle. “Defeated” could be interpreted in different ways, from a simple physical disarming to killing the wand’s owner.

[image: ]

The different core and type of wood could affect the strength and ability of the wand. Ollivander did not like to use Veela hair as a core, claiming it was temperamental, and he often used dragon heartstring and unicorn hair. Aside from the core and the wood the wand was made of, Ollivander usually referenced two other main traits when discussing any particular wand he made—length and flexibility.

But those are just traits of the wand. No one is saying you are short and inflexible. Unless that’s you, Dolores Umbridge.

[image: ]What magical disease is so infectious, even Death Eaters won’t bother to search your house if you have it?

Spattergroit. It even sounds nasty.

Wizards infected with the spattergroit fungus would break out in purple pustules that could scar, especially on the face. Once the disease reached the uvula, a wizard wouldn’t be able to speak and the disease could make someone bedridden for months. And we all thought COVID was rough!

Ron needed some kind of excuse for his absence from Hogwarts in his seventh year as he traveled with Harry and Hermione. His father and twin brothers caught the family ghoul (handy to have around in your attic for exactly this reason) and transfigured it to look like Ron with spattergroit.

It worked and no one ever checked Ron’s bedroom. Luckily, the movies didn’t show this, so we didn’t have to see Ron with purple pimples—even if it was only a transfigured ghoul.

[image: ]What happened to Kreacher?

In the film, Kreacher pretty much disapparates after he retrieves Mundungus Fletcher for Harry Potter. But his role was much larger in the books . . . especially for a house-elf that didn’t like half-bloods.

As the Black family elf, Kreacher’s ownership passed to Sirius. Sirius, as Dumbledore pointed out, did nothing to improve Kreacher’s condition, as Harry had with Dobby. The two remained at odds, and Kreacher eventually interpreted one of Sirius’s commands as one to get out of the house—which he did. He went straight to Bellatrix and Narcissa to tell them that Sirius and Harry had reconnected and formed a father/son–like relationship. Voldemort was able to use this to trick Harry into thinking Sirius was being tortured. This lured Harry to the Department of Mysteries, where Bellatrix ended up killing her cousin Sirius.

Kreacher than passed into Harry’s ownership through his inheritance from Sirius, though Harry wanted nothing to do with him. At Harry’s order, Kreacher worked in the Hogwarts kitchens for a time. Kreacher also wanted nothing to do with Harry. However, after making Kreacher tell him the story of Regulus Black’s attempts to destroy the locket Horcrux, Harry gave Kreacher the fake locket as a gift. This kindness broke down some barriers.

Kreacher began to serve Harry well, and their relationship improved. Once the Fidelius Charm on the Black house was broken, they didn’t dare summon Kreacher. However, as the Battle of Hogwarts began, Kreacher led the house-elves into battle against Voldemort, rallying them in the memory of his beloved master, Regulus.

Again, the moral of the story is . . . be nice to your house-elf. Even if he’s giving you maggots for Christmas.

[image: ]So Harry and Hermione never had feelings for each other? Even after months in the tent?

No. Despite the suggestion of it in the film version, where the two lonely teens dance together as they miss their respective boyfriend and girlfriend, Harry and Hermione simply didn’t feel that way about each other.

The search for Horcruxes had not gone well. In apparating away from the Order’s headquarters, Ron got splinched, inhibiting their ability to travel. Ron, his jealousy amplified by the negativity of the Horcrux that they shared, blew up at Harry. Ron insisted Hermione choose him or Harry. She couldn’t leave Harry on his own. Ron angrily left the tent and disapparated.

For weeks after, it was Harry and Hermione alone, on the run and searching for near-impossible-to-find magical items. It’s understandable that fans would want to ship the two of them, and use the stress and loneliness of that time to push them together. But for seven years, their dynamic had been one of brother and sister.

Hermione loved Ron, and Harry loved Ginny. So while the film danced extremely close to the edge and provided a moving scene in the tent, Harry and Hermione were never a thing.

No matter what Ron thought he saw in the smoke of a dying Horcrux.

[image: ]What kind of snake puts on a skin?

Nagini, when she’s dressing up for a night on the town . . . a night of murder!

Bathilda Bagshot, author of the seminal book A History of Magic, lived in Godric’s Hollow. She was friends with Harry’s parents, and though she was quite old by that time, she would tell Lily stories of Dumbledore’s youth. She knew a lot about Dumbledore, having been a friend (sort of) to his family.

She was also Grindelwald’s great-aunt and introduced him to Albus Dumbledore. She wrote numerous books on magical history and came to be known as the most celebrated magical historian of the twentieth century. After Dumbledore’s death, Rita Skeeter came to her and took advantage of Bathilda’s advanced age (and some Veritaserum) to “research” Dumbledore’s life for her new book.

Soon after, Bathilda died. Voldemort sent Nagini to inhabit her corpse (ewwwww) and wait for Harry, should he attempt to show up in Godric’s Hollow. The unspeaking “Bathilda” saw Harry and Hermione at the graves of Harry’s parents and lured them to her cottage. She soon shed her human skin and attacked them. While Nagini escaped, she left behind the distinction of possibly the first snake to unshed and then re-shed a skin.

[image: ]

[image: ]What were The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore ?

A bunch of lies and very little life.

Rita Skeeter, never one to turn down the chance to indulge in some sensationalism and scandal-making while raking in a few Galleons, published her exposé book, The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore, a mere month after he died.

We’ll give her this—she’s a fast writer.

After her (we’ll generously call them) “interviews” with Bathilda Bagshot, she sent her manuscript to the wizarding printer and got the book out in time to capitalize on the shock of Dumbledore’s passing. While she purported to tell the truth behind Dumbledore’s “lies” and the guilty secrets he took to the grave, she got a lot wrong. It must be admitted, though, some of her information was true—if viewed through a distorted lens.

From the book, Harry did learn bits and pieces of Dumbledore’s tragic past. Harry read of the injuries Dumbledore’s sister, Ariana, suffered at the hands of Muggles frightened by her magic, his father’s imprisonment for attacking her Muggle tormentors, and then his mother’s struggle to care for the now mentally and magically scarred Ariana.

The book also mentioned Dumbledore’s relationship with Grindelwald and their desires for wizard supremacy over Muggles. A whole chapter was devoted to Harry and Dumbledore’s relationship and how their credibility was questioned when they claimed Voldemort had returned. None of it was flattering to the memory of Dumbledore.

Harry got the full story later from Dumbledore, who appeared to him in the limbo of King’s Cross station later. It filled in the blanks of Dumbledore’s regrets and the realization he didn’t trust himself with power. But for many wizards, this unkind book would be the final word on Dumbledore, until a more reputable historian came forth.

Perhaps Hermione feels like jotting some things down?

[image: ]What was Beedle the Bard’s bestseller?

He just had the one—The Tales of Beedle the Bard. But it’s been the number one fairy-tale book for wizarding children since medieval times and its tales are as well known as Cinderella and Snow White are to Muggles. We assume it makes the Daily Prophet’s Top Ten Bestseller list each Christmas.

Within the book are such classics as The Fountain of Fair Fortune, The Wizard and the Hopping Pot, Babbity Rabbit and her Cackling Stump, and perhaps the most famous (and grounded in magical history) tale, The Tale of the Three Brothers.

Dumbledore left his copy of the book to Hermione in his will. She wasn’t sure why, until she and Harry pieced together that the odd mark he’d drawn in the book was the sign of the Deathly Hallows. The sign was a clue to help them in their search for Voldemort’s Horcruxes.

While Dumbledore didn’t feel the events of the Three Brothers were true, the fact remains that the three items described within Beedle’s tale were the real Deathly Hallows. Whether the Peverells (the models for the Three Brothers) simply created the powerful items or they were actually given to them by Death, the Three Brothers, tale highlights the foolishness of trying to outwit death.

So clearly Voldemort should have read this book.

[image: ]Why did Wormtail hesitate to kill Harry?

Because, in every way, shape, and form, Pettigrew was a coward who lacked conviction. Why should his death be any different?

After the Snatchers brought Ron, Harry, and Hermione to Malfoy Manor, Draco wouldn’t confirm that it was actually Harry underneath the puffed-up face of a Stinging Jinx. A frustrated Bellatrix had Ron and Harry thrown in the cellar while she tortured Hermione. After Dobby appeared and rescued Luna, Griphook, and Ollivander, Wormtail came downstairs to see what the commotion was (after all, even an elf apparating does make a noise).

He opened the cellar and Ron and Harry tackled him and struggled to take Wormtail’s wand. His silver hand began to choke Harry. Harry exclaimed that Wormtail owed him for sparing his life years ago, when Sirius wanted to kill him. As Wormtail froze in a moment of indecision, knowing Harry was right (and probably still not as committed to Voldemort’s cause as he tried to convince himself he was), the silver hand turned and reached for his own throat.

Harry and Ron watched as the hand choked the life out of Pettigrew. A grisly end, but say what you like about Voldemort . . . he doesn’t lack commitment and doesn’t like his followers to lack it either.

[image: ]Not Dobby! WHY?

Sure, it was sad when Sirius got killed. We all shed a tear for Hedwig. And, of course, it was a shock that Dumbledore, after all that, could be felled so easily, and by Snape. Death is part of life, we know.

[image: ]

BUT WHY DOBBY??? WHY?

The only house-elf to embrace his independence was just beginning to live free. He’d gotten a job, had days off, and counted Harry Potter as a friend. He’d stood up against his old masters, the Malfoys, not just once, but twice. It seems cruel that even as he helped Harry and his friends escape, Bellatrix’s knife ended his life.

He died in Harry’s arms on the beach, happy to be among friends. While we can’t know exactly why Dobby was a character that needed to die, narratively it helped. When Griphook saw Harry bury Dobby without magic, it made him more inclined to go along with Harry’s plan to break into Gringotts.

But perhaps if there’s any lesson to be learned from Dobby, it’s this: Be kind. You never know if your new friend might be able to help you escape from an enchanted cellar and save you from a bunch of Death Eaters, and . . . you never know when you may lose someone.

Dang it, now there’s something else in our eyes.

[image: ]Who owns goblin-made objects?

Goblins.

That’s it. The end. Goblins own them. They essentially see the use of their swords and other treasures as long- or short-term rentals, no matter how much a witch or wizard pays for them. From a goblin’s point of view, goblin-crafted objects always belong in goblin hands.

Griphook’s price to help Harry and his friends enter the vaults at Gringotts was to have the sword of Godric Griffindor returned to him. By “him,” it’s unclear if he meant just him, or if he was going to share with all goblinkind. While all goblinkind would likely appreciate that a goblin-made sword had been returned to them, we’re guessing Griphook was going to keep that bad boy for himself. It was an amazingly magical sword, after all.

While Griphook did end up with the sword (though the timing of when he took it is on the sketchy side), he didn’t keep it for long. Voldemort murdered him and the sword vanished, returning to the Sorting Hat for Neville to later find. So it may be goblin-owned, but those wizards know how to get things back.

[image: ]Who was watching over Harry in the mirror?

Dumbledore. At least a Dumbledore.

While there wasn’t mention of this in the movies (again, converting books of over six hundred pages into two hours of film means something has to get cut out—sorry again, Ludo), the magic two-way mirrors were once owned by James Potter and Sirius Black, who used them to chat when they were in separate detentions. Handy to have! Sirius left Harry the one his father used to use, though Harry didn’t open the package until after Sirius’s death. Crushed that he would not be able to talk to Sirius again, Harry smashed the mirror and left it at the Dursleys’. However, as he packed to leave there forever, he kept a shard of it with him.

Mundungus Fletcher, who would sell anything he possibly could get his hands on, took Sirius’s mirror from 12 Grimmauld Place and sold it to Aberforth Dumbledore, Albus’s brother. As Harry, Hermione, and Ron traveled, searching for Voldemort’s Horcruxes, Harry occasionally saw what he thought was Professor Dumbledore’s eye in his sliver of the mirror, watching them.

It was Aberforth who, when Harry told the eye they needed help as Bellatrix tortured Hermione in Malfoy Manor, sent Dobby to rescue them.

Why Dobby? Why?

[image: ]No, really —whose side was Snape on?

The side of good. You can debate his actions and how good or evil they were, but ultimately he did the right thing. Now, it’s hard to justify the right thing as being A) killing Dumbledore, B) letting Charity Burbage get eaten by Nagini, or C) any number of other atrocities and general meanness he participated in over the years.

However, once he gave his loyalty to Dumbledore, it never wavered. He did what Dumbledore asked, no matter how distasteful. From teaching his school rival’s son Occlumency (trying, anyway . . . we have to admit Harry didn’t try his hardest in those lessons), to brewing potions for Lupin to take, to carrying out his constant subterfuge, Snape was on the side of right. Like Dumbledore, he was able to see the long game and take all the needed steps to get there.

He was in constant danger of Voldemort finding him out. The other Death Eaters (particularly Bellatrix) despised him, as he seemed to have had a soft life as a teacher while she and others that considered themselves more loyal rotted in Azkaban. Harry and others considered him a coward and couldn’t trust him.

But Snape was always on the side of love. And the plan to defeat Voldemort could never have happened without him.

[image: ]What was the deal with Harry having his mother’s eyes?

Over and over, Harry was told he had his mother’s eyes. Those who taught Lily Evans, her classmates, friends of his father’s, they all tended to remark on the fact that Harry had her eyes. Genetics is almost as funny a thing as magic. While people individually remarked on Harry’s flying skills and that the tendency to get in trouble came from his father, and that his kindness came from his mother, it was how the shape and color of his eyes were exactly like Lily’s that everyone seemed to notice.

It was in Severus Snape’s final moments of life that the power of those eyes finally came to bear. Despite how much he seemed to despise Harry, Snape did as Dumbledore asked time and again, because Snape loved Lily Evans Potter until his end. In the book, Snape asked Harry to look at him as he died, and the movie’s dialogue added, “You have your mother’s eyes.”

After a lifetime of darkness and despite Lily’s death sixteen years before, Snape died looking into the eyes he’d loved almost all his life.

[image: ]How do you accept a fate like the prophecy and Dumbledore’s plans?

As if the last book of Harry Potter hadn’t already been enough of a gut punch! Snape’s dying memories revealed to Harry not just why he’d done what he’d done, but also the extremely clear message that Dumbledore was essentially using Harry as a pawn to destroy Voldemort once and for all.

That would be tough enough for anyone to swallow, but the orphaned boy—the Boy Who Lived, the Chosen One who trusted Dumbledore against all odds—now found out he was little more than a sacrificial lamb. He would have to go to the Forbidden Forest and let Voldemort kill him.

[image: ]

How would anyone accept that fate? Obviously, not all of us can be Harry Potter. Like his mother before him, he chose to sacrifice himself. He did it for his friends, his loved ones, and even those he barely knew. He would face Voldemort, despite knowing he was not meant to survive, so he could die at the proper moment.

Before the short walk to the Forest, Harry had a keen sense of awareness of how alive he was, of each breath. He then did what he was meant to do. He went to the Forest alone and didn’t even raise his wand as Voldemort blasted him with the Killing Curse, again.

That takes guts.

[image: ]What was that thing under the bench when Harry saw Dumbledore one last time?

Voldemort. Or rather, the tattered remnants of Voldemort’s soul.

Remember, Horcruxes are part of a person’s soul. Ripped in half (or in sevenths, as Voldemort did) and stored in an object (or snake), a soul can probably only rip so much. Seven is really too many.

So once Voldemort himself killed Harry, his unintentional Horcrux, this was what was left. As all the other pieces of his soul had been destroyed (and Nagini was about to get taken out by Neville) for the first time in decades, Voldemort could truly die. Dumbledore always tried to tell Voldemort that there were worse things than death, but he would never listen. So, in the end, after he’d spent his life trying to become immortal, in doing so, he butchered his immortal soul.

And as Dumbledore told Harry, what was left was beyond either of their abilities to help.

[image: ]Why would Narcissa risk lying to Voldemort?

Pity poor Narcissa Malfoy (well, she wasn’t poor, but you know what we mean). Like Petunia Dursley, her son was her whole world. She seemed to love her husband, Lucius, as well, though once Draco became part of Voldemort’s plan (and became what appeared to her to be a rather disposable chess piece part of that plan), she may have started loving Lucius a teensy bit less.

Once she learned of the Dark Lord’s plot to use Draco to kill Dumbledore, she went to Snape, desperate to try anything to save Draco. Snape wouldn’t attempt to change Voldemort’s mind, knowing that wasn’t going to happen. However, he agreed to take the Unbreakable Vow in order to do what he could to save Draco. Narcissa couldn’t know this dovetailed with Dumbledore’s master plan, but Snape did.

So once Harry’s body lay in the Forbidden Forest after Voldemort used Avada Kedavra on him for the second time, Narcissa went to check the body and ensure Harry was dead. She quickly realized Harry was still breathing and asked if Draco was still alive. When Harry indicated he was, Narcissa out and out lied to Voldemort and said Harry was dead.

This was way risky. If anyone else had checked the body (like, say, her crazy sister Bellatrix), Narcissa would no doubt be joining Harry on the Forest floor. However, like her husband, Narcissa was probably sick and tired of Voldemort taking over their mansion, their lifestyle, and putting them all in harm’s way. With Harry alive, there was a chance Voldemort would go away for good.

Still. It was a heck of a risk.

[image: ]Who killed that bitch Bellatrix?

Molly Weasley may be the MVP of the entire Harry Potter series.

From the beginning, she took on the role of surrogate mother to Harry, adding him to her already large brood of kids. She was there to help and comfort him at pivotal points during his school years. Harry perhaps needed her most keenly after Cedric died and Harry felt he was to blame for Cedric’s death.

Without Molly and the way she and Arthur raised their family, all of whom helped Harry at various times during his journey to fight and defeat Voldemort, the Dark Lord may not have been defeated.

But perhaps her shining moment came during the Battle of Hogwarts. In the heat of the intense and deadly fight against the Death Eaters, just as Bellatrix Lestrange was about to kill Ginny, Molly roared into action. Devastated by the loss of her son Fred, she declared no one would touch her family again. She dueled Bellatrix and defeated her, killing Voldemort’s last and most favorite lieutenant.

You go, girl.

[image: ]Where are the Hallows now?

During the Battle of Hogwarts, Harry was the only person to have ever had all three Hallows in his possession legitimately. Dumbledore had held Harry’s Cloak for a time, until Harry came to Hogwarts and could receive it, but it was never truly Dumbledore’s. Harry wrested control of the Elder Wand from Draco, the Invisibility Cloak was his by birthright, and Dumbledore gave him the Resurrection Stone.

Harry chose not to use them for whatever original purpose they may have had. He summoned his parents and loved ones briefly with the Stone, but then dropped it in the Forest, never to be found again.

Harry’s mastery of the Elder Wand allowed him to defeat Voldemort once and for all, and then Harry used it only to repair his own broken wand. He then placed the Elder Wand back in Dumbledore’s tomb, knowing once he himself died, the wand’s power would be broken. In the film, he snapped the wand in two and tossed it over the bridge at Hogwarts, which also works.
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In the end, Harry kept only the Cloak, a gift from his father . . . just as the wisest of the Peverells had done in their legendary encounter with Death.

[image: ]So heaven is the King’s Cross railway station?

We’re hesitant to call it “heaven,” or even the “afterlife.” The limbo-like area where Dumbledore appeared to Harry seemed to look like King’s Cross to Harry alone. Dumbledore even had to ask how it appeared to Harry.

Regardless, it was a mysterious, bright-yet-misty limbo, where Harry had a final chance to talk with Dumbledore about all the events that had led to Voldemort killing Harry. Dumbledore explained all the moving parts of his extremely risky, yet detail-oriented plan (much like Barty Crouch Jr., Dumbledore could really project-manage some intricate plans).

Once Dumbledore explained everything, and Harry guessed that he would have to go back to the world of the living and face Voldemort one last time, Harry did ask if the conversation, limbo, and the remains of Voldemort were real or all in his mind.

Dumbledore wisely told him it was all in his head, but “Why on earth should that mean it’s not real?”

[image: ]Who’s in the next generation of Hogwarts students?

It probably took a while, even with magic, to get the castle back in shape, hire new teachers, and generally get things back to normal so students could start attending class again. However long it took, Hogwarts remains THE school for witchcraft and wizardry in the United Kingdom.

Nineteen years after the final fate of Lord Voldemort, married couples Harry and Ginny and Ron and Hermione once again headed to Platform 9¾. This time, they were seeing their children off to Hogwarts. While James Sirius Potter was already a third-year student, it was time for his younger brother, Albus Severus, to take his first trip on the Hogwarts Express. Their sister, Lily Luna, was too young for school, though she went along with her parents.

Rose and Hugo were Ron and Hermione’s children, and all of them were close with Teddy Lupin and Victoire, Bill and Fleur’s daughter. Draco Malfoy’s son Scorpius attended at the same time as Albus and Rose, and Ron encouraged his daughter to beat him in every test.
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So some things never change.

[image: ]Who ends up being a teacher at Hogwarts nineteen years later?

You might expect Hermione, since she was the cleverest witch of her age. Or Harry, since Hogwarts was the closest thing to a home he had ever known. Possibly Ginny, teaching the next generation how to do Bat-Bogey Hexes as the Defense Against the Dark Arts teacher.

Instead . . . it was Neville. Neville took Professor Sprout’s place as the Herbology professor. We hope it’s his dream job and he keeps his earmuffs on. It would look bad to faint in front of your students.

[image: ]Why are there eight Harry Potter movies but only seven books?

Because that’s the magic of Hollywood!
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Novels, being a longer form, have room for way more characters, plot points, and scenes than a movie. So when novels are adapted into movies, there are always things that have to be cut, or all movies based on books would be twenty hours long. And no Muggle is going to sit that long in a theater even if they’ve been training to binge things on Netflix!

The Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire book clocked in at 734 pages in the US . . . so that could have easily been two or three movies on its own!

For each book, the film producers had to cut things that weren’t critical to keeping the film narrative going. So subplots like Hermione’s struggle to help the house-elves, everything Peeves did, the fact that Rita Skeeter was an Animagus, any mention of Sirius giving Harry the two-way mirror, and the full explanation of who the Half-Blood Prince was—all had to be jettisoned.

To try and wrap up the entire seven-year saga of Harry and his friends, the producers did split the finale into two movies, which not only helped the film franchise have two box office hits at the end instead of one, but also allowed more time for the story to be wrapped up properly.

We still wanted to see Rita Skeeter turn into a beetle, though.

[image: ]Nineteen years after the Battle of Hogwarts, was all well?

The final words in the Harry Potter books maintain that yes . . . all was well.

Which is good. They all deserve a break after that!

[image: ]Who is Newt Scamander?

Newt wasn’t one of Harry’s teachers or classmates, but he still had a huge if indirect impact on Harry’s life! The celebrated author of Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, his book was required reading during Harry’s years at Hogwarts. But Newt, Hogwarts, and Dumbledore had a long history.

In the early 1900s, Newt attended Hogwarts. Like others before him, he felt somewhat of an outcast at Hogwarts. His best friend was Leta Lestrange (making her related to the Blacks and Lestranges who would become entwined in Harry’s life years later), and he loved her. Newt even took the blame for her possessing an illegal creature and he was expelled from school instead of her.

Newt became a magizoologist, traveling the world researching and observing magical creatures of all types. On an assignment for Dumbledore, Newt traveled to New York and met his future wife, Porpentina Goldstein, an American witch. While in America, Newt helped capture the dark wizard Gellert Grindelwald, whose vision of wizard supremacy would inspire Voldemort decades later. He also briefly joined forces with Nagini, a young woman cursed to become a snake one day (and in Nagini’s case, a Horcrux as well!).

Newt had retired by Harry’s time at Hogwarts after a long, fantastic life of magizoology.

[image: ]Who is Porpentina Goldstein?

If you’re going to end up married to someone like Newt Scamander, you’d best have a good head on your shoulders. Luckily, Tina Goldstein was the perfect, no-nonsense counterpart to the eccentric Newt. When they met, Tina was an Auror for MACUSA. Incensed by the treatment she saw Credence Barebone receive by his abusive mother, she used magic against the woman and got demoted and became a Federal Wand Permit Officer.

She attempted to get back in MACUSA’s good graces by reporting Newt for his failure to obliviate Jacob after he saw magic. However, the pair became friends and had to escape Percival Graves, the director of Magical Security’s attempts to sentence them to death. Graves turned out to be Grindelwald in disguise, which goes to show you can’t always trust those authority figures.

Tina and Newt continued their search for Credence after his supposed death. They tracked him to Europe and faced off against Grindelwald again, losing her sister Queenie to the dark wizard’s cause in the process.

[image: ]Who is Gellert Grindelwald?

Albus Dumbledore was not above making mistakes—and when he did, they were whoppers. One of his biggest mistakes was trusting and becoming friends with Gellert Grindelwald.

The O.G. Dark Wizard, Grindelwald believed humans were inferior and that wizardkind should rule the planet. What’s shocking is that Dumbledore once agreed with him. Expelled from the Durmstrang Institute (a school not known for its light and fluffy approach to magic, so good grief, what did he do?), Grindelwald came to England and met the young Albus Dumbledore. They fell in love and even created a blood pact between them that wouldn’t allow them to face each other in combat.

They searched for the Deathly Hallows and were convinced they could take over the Wizarding World (and, by extension, the Muggle world) all for the “greater good.” Dumbledore, we can charitably say, held these views due to the abuse his sister, Ariana, endured at the hands of Muggles. Grindelwald was more just mean.

Tragedy struck when Albus’s brother Aberforth, disgusted at the revolution the two wizards were planning to incite, dueled Grindelwald. Anxious to protect his brother, Albus joined in. During the three-way battle, a stray spell hit Ariana . . . and she was killed. Grindelwald fled the country and the devastated Dumbledore saw the error of his ways.

As Grindelwald amassed power and a global wizarding war began, Dumbledore couldn’t confront his ex until Newt destroyed the blood pact. A legendary duel between Dumbledore and Grindelwald soon ensued. Gellert was defeated and imprisoned in his own fortress until he died. He was killed by Lord Voldemort, seeking the mythical Elder Wand, but Grindelwald wouldn’t help him. Voldemort had searched all over for the Wand, but Grindelwald no longer had it. He lost it when Dumbledore defeated him. So it had been right under Voldemort’s nose (well, not that he had a nose) all the time. He’d seen it anytime Dumbledore used it.

[image: ]

Magic has a lot of irony involved.

[image: ]Who was Jacob Kowalski?

If Harry is the Boy Who Lived, maybe Jacob is the Man Who Bakes? An American No-maj, Kowalski met Newt Scamander in New York and quickly became entangled in the Wizarding World. Jacob was a friendly and helpful soul, who became Newt’s ally during the events leading up to Grindelwald’s rise to power. Jacob wanted to open a bakery, and thanks to Newt he acquired the dough (!) to start his own shop.

During his first encounter with Newt, Jacob fell in love with the witch Queenie Goldstein. With the restrictions on relationships between wizardkind and No-majes, their relationship was forbidden. Jacob’s memory was obliviated, but Queenie later sought him out and his memory returned. She also used a love spell on him, as he was reluctant to marry her and get her in trouble with MACUSA.

The couple was torn apart when Queenie chose to side with Grindelwald, hoping that if he did take control, she and Jacob would be free to marry. Jacob couldn’t bring himself to abandon his friends and his morals, and was heartbroken as she joined the dark wizard’s forces.

[image: ]Where does Newt Scamander keep all his fantastic beasts when he finds them?

To say Newt lived out of his suitcase is something of an understatement—especially when you consider that was where all his fantastic beasts were housed as well! Newt’s ordinary suitcase looked like any Muggle suitcase with normal Muggle junk in it—until you got past that and got into the undetectable extension charm on it. Then you saw the vast world of habitats and ecosystems he’d built for each creature he rescued. Jacob was stunned at not only the size of the world inside the suitcase, but the amount of wildlife Newt had gathered.

Newt wanted to educate his fellow wizards about conservation and would release the beasts back into the wild when he could. In the meantime, however, they enjoyed a cushy existence . . . inside the suitcase.

[image: ]Mirror, mirror on the wall, who’s the Lestrangest one of all?

While Leta may not be the “lestrangest” Lestrange (it’s probably Bellatrix . . . she was definitely cray), Leta’s destiny was strange. She should have been expelled from Hogwarts for dangerous experiments, but Newt took the blame. He loved her, but since she let him take the fall for her actions, it’s not clear how much she loved him.

Newt pined for her for many years and then found out she was engaged to marry his brother. Again, you don’t typically marry someone’s brother to show them how much you may or may not still love them, except maybe in soap operas.

Still, Leta gave her life to save Newt, his brother, Tina, and Jacob. She died at Grindelwald’s hands and said a final “I love you” . . . but it’s unclear which Scamander brother she was really talking to.

[image: ]The circus is in town! Can I go?

Only if you have some snake repellent.

On the run, Credence Barebone joined the Circus Arcanus. He met and befriended the girl Nagini, who had some issues of her own. She was a Maledictus, suffering from a blood curse that would eventually leave her permanently (you guessed it!) a snake. The circus owner mistreated his “freaks,” as he called them, and Nagini was happy to escape with Credence and track down his real parents.

They ended up joining Grindelwald’s crusade to gain power. Nagini, of course, would later join another dark wizard—some guy by the name of . . . He Who Must Not Be Named.

[image: ]Should I join the New Salem Philanthropic Society?

No. That is a big, definite NO.

The NSPS (or the Second Salemers) is right up there with the Inquisitorial Squad as being filled with not-nice people. Made up of No-majes, they believed in magic . . . and wanted it stamped out. The rather bigoted Mary Lou Barebone led the NSPS, and she preached about the dangers of witches and wizards and tried to convert other No-majes to her cause.

Luckily, most didn’t believe her. Mary Lou had three adopted children, one of whom, Clarence, was a wizard. She abused him often, which resulted in his ultimately becoming a dangerous Obscurial.

[image: ]What’s an Obscurus?

Repression isn’t good for people. And when you’re a witch or wizard, it’s even worse. Young wizards and witches generally end up performing some kind of uncontrolled magic before they go to school. Magical power kind of leaks out, causing simple acts like conjured flowers or disappearing glass cages to happen.
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However, when a young wizard’s powers are repressed due to psychological or physical trauma, things can go dangerously wrong. The magic power has to go somewhere and it can turn into an Obscurus, a dark and uncontrollable force that can unexpectedly burst out and damage or kill. It can transform the Obscurial host into a blackish cloud of energy. Most of these children die by the time they are ten years old, if the Obscurus isn’t removed.

So it was a surprise to all who encountered Credence Barebone that he lived into his twenties with that sort of power surging in him. Raised by a virulent anti-witchcraft No-maj extremist who beat Credence often, he—through his Obscurus—eventually killed the woman.

Credence was thought dead at the hands of the MACUSA Aurors, but Obscurials can’t be killed while in their Obscurus form. He joined Grindelwald, who claimed Credence’s real name was Aurelius Dumbledore . . . the lost brother to Albus, Aberfoth, and Ariana.

Can this be? We’ll know when the third Fantastic Beasts movie finally hits theaters!
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Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (Rowling)

Hedwig the owl

Helga Hufflepuff

Herbology class

Hermione Granger

about

and Harry

imperfect teeth of

Patronus of

petrification of

reading list of

and Ron

and S.P.E.W

and Time-Turners

He Who Must Not be Named. see Lord Voldemort

hexes

hippogriffs

History of Magic class

Hog’s Head pub

Hogsmeade

Hogwarts Express

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry

about

classes at

detention at

educational decrees at

Hagrid’s time at

headmasters at

Houses at

instructors at

N.E.W.T.s

next generation of students at

O.W.L. test

protection from Muggles at

romantic relationships at

Scamander’s time at

Honeydukes

Horace Slughorn

Horcruxes

House Cup

house-elves

Howlers

Hufflepuff House

Hugo Weasley

I

Igor Karkaroff

Ilvermorny School of Witchcraft and Wizardry

Immortality

impedimenta

Imperius Curse

Inferi

Inquisitorial Squad

International Confederation of Wizards (ICW)

International Statute of Wizarding Secrecy

Invisibility Cloak

J

Jacob Kowalski

James Potter

as Animagus

as father of Harry

and Marauder’s Map

and Order of the Phoenix

Patronus of

as Quidditch player

Secret Keeper for

and Snape

James Sirius Potter

jinxes

Justin Finch-Fletchley

K

Killing Curse. See also Avada Kedavra

King’s Cross station

Kingsley Shacklebolt

Knight Bus

Knockturn Alley

Kreacher

L

Leaky Cauldron Pub

Legilimens

Leta Lestrange

levicorpus

Lily Luna Potter

Lily Potter

and the Dursleys

Harry having eyes of

as mother of Harry

and Order of the Phoenix

protection by

and Snape

London, England

Lord Voldemort

about

and Dark Mark

and Death Eaters

death of

and Draco Malfoy

drinking unicorn blood

Horcruxes of

Lily Potter’s protection from

Ministry of Magic on

and Neville Longbottom

passing Parseltongue onto Harry

promise of immortality

regaining physical form

and Severus Snape

as thing under bench

Lucius Malfoy

Ludo Bagman

Luna Lovegood

M

Madame Maxime

Madam Poppy Pomfrey

Mad-Eye Moody

Magical Congress of the United States of America (MACUSA)

magical creatures

Maledictus

Malfoy family. see also specific family members

Marauder’s Map

Merope Riddle

merpeople

Metamorphmagus

Michael Corner

mind-reading

Minerva McGonagall

as Animagus

as headmaster of Hogwarts

and Order of the Phoenix

Patronus of

protecting Sorcerer’s Stone

as Transfigurations class instructor

Ministry of Magic

bureaucratic structure of

career options at

controlling news sources

Hogwarts under jurisdiction of

officials

on return of Voldemort

Snatchers at

Umbridge at

and Wizarding World

Mirror of Erised

Moaning Myrtle

Molly Weasley

morsmordre

movies, books vs.

Mrs. Norris the cat

mudbloods

muffliato

Muggles. See also No-majes

Muggle Studies

Mundungus Fletcher

N

Nagini

Narcissa Malfoy

Nearly Headless Nick

Neville Longbottom

New Salem Philanthropic Society (NSPS)

N.E.W.T.s

Newt Scamander

No-majes. see also Muggles

nonverbal magic

Norbert the dragon

Nymphadora Tonks

O

Obscurus

Occlumency

Ollivander

Order of the Phoenix

Ordinary Wizarding Level (O.W.L.) tests

owls

P

Parseltongue

Patronuses

Peeves the poltergeist

Penelope Clearwater

Pensieve

Percival Graves

Percy Weasley

Peter Pettigrew

as Animagus

as Death Eater

death of

hesitating to kill Harry by

and Marauder’s Map

and Order of the Phoenix

as Scabbers the rat

petrification

Petunia Dursley

Peverell Brothers

Philosopher’s Stone

phoenixes

Platform 9 ¾

Polyjuice Potion

Pomona Sprout

Porpentina “Tina” Goldstein

Portkeys

Potions

Potterwatch (radio)

priori incantatem

Prisoner of Azkaban (film)

professors. see specific professors

The Prophecy

pure-bloods

Q

Quaffle

Queenie Goldstein

The Quibbler

Quick-Quotes Quill

Quidditch

Quirinus Quirrell

R

rats

Ravenclaw House

Regulus Arcturus Black (R.A.B.)

Remembrall

Remus Lupin

and Boggarts

death of

as Defense of Dark Arts instructor

and Marauder’s Map

and Order of the Phoenix

as werewolf

and Whomping Willow

Resurrection Stone

riddikulus

Rita Skeeter

Robes

Ron Weasley

about

and Hermione

as member of Weasley family

Quidditch skills of

and Viktor Krum

Room of Requirement

Rose Weasley

Rosmerta (bartender)

Rowena Ravenclaw

Rowling, J. K.

Rubeus Hagrid

about

as Care of Magical Creatures instructor

and dragons

and Fluffy

and the Forbidden Forest

at Hogwarts

mission to enlist giants by

and Order of the Phoenix

Rufus Scrimgeour

S

Salazar Slytherin

Scabbers the rat

scar, of Harry Potter

Scorpius Malfoy

Seamus Finnigan

Secret Keepers

sectumsempra

Seekers

seven, number

Severus Snape

about

as Death Eater

death of

and Defense Against Dark Arts

disdain for Harry Potter of

Dumbledore’s trust of

as Half-Blood Prince

as headmaster of Hogwarts

and logical potions challenge

loyalty of

and Order of the Phoenix

Patronus of

as Potions instructor

Unbreakable Vow by

Shrieking Shack

Sirius Black

as Animagus

at Azkaban prison

and Black family

and Kreacher

and Marauder’s Map

and murder of Muggles

and Order of the Phoenix

Slug Club

Slytherin House

snakes

Snatchers

Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare (S.P.E.W.)

Sorcerer’s Stone

Sorting Hat

Spattergroit fungus

Spectrespecs

spells

spiders

Squibs

St. Mungo’s Hospital for Magical Maladies and Injuries

Stan Shunpike

Study of Ancient Runes class

stupefy

suitcase, of Newt Scamander

Sybill Trelawney

T

The Tales of Beetle the Bard (fictional book)

tarantallegra

Teddy Lupin

The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore (fictional book)

Thestrals

Three Broomsticks Inn

Time-Turners

Tom Marvolo Riddle

Tom Riddle, Sr.

Tom Riddle’s diary

Transfiguration class

Triwizard Tournament

trolls

12 Grimmauld Place

two-way mirror, magic

U

Unbreakable Vows

Unforgivable Curses

unicorn blood

V

vampires

Veelas

Veritaserum

Vernon Dursley

Victoire Weasley

Viktor Krum

Vincent Crabbe

Voldemort. see Lord Voldemort

W

wands

Weasley family. see also specific family members

Weasleys’ Wizard Wheezes

werewolves

Whomping Willow

Wilhemina Grubbly-Plank

Winky the house-elf

Witch Weekly (tabloid)

wizarding candy

Wizarding Wireless Network

Wizarding World

about

awards in

clothing

currency in

games and hobbies in

and healing remedies

and magical cures

and magical maladies

news outlets in

transportation in

and underage magic usage

Wizard’s Chess

Wizard’s Duels

Wizengamot

Wormtail. see Peter Pettigrew

X

Xenophilius Lovegood

Z

Zonko’s Joke Shop
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Unlike lots of pop culture encyclopedias
and guides that offer detailed deep dives to
die-hard fans, Smart Pop Explains offers everyone—
especially new fans—an easy, entertaining,
and unique on-ramp info today’s most popular
films, shows, books, and games.
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